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Battalion sign in administration area of 61st Samar Camp 
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Two years ago today, we, the members of the 
61st Seabees, embarked upon an overseas trek 
that was to take us into the unpublicized “junk” 
lanes of the far Pacific reaches. Little did we 
know then that we would view hundreds of islands 
of mystery and travel some 25,000 miles during a 
two-year period. Yes, we saw volcanic and coral 
islands with strange names as Guadalcanal, New 
Guinea, Savo, Manus, Espiritu Santo, Malaita, 
Emirau, New Caledonia, Musau, Teti Pari, Bou- 
gainville, New Hanover, Ile Nou, Santa Isabel, 
New Zealand, Ganongga, Tulagi, Russells, and 
unnumbered islands in the Philippines. 

We came prepared to do our bit in chasing the 
Japs back from the Solomons to Japan and, in 
those two eventful years, we have used several 
hundred thousand tons of supplies and equip- 
ment in completing approximately 400 major 
projects. Projects which were so instrumental in 
assisting the American Armed Forces fight 
their way back to the Philippines. Our efforts 
haven’t gone unnoticed. We have been both cited 
and praised by high ranking officials of all 
services. 

The veteran 61st Battalion has been aptly 


named by their comrades, the Marines, ‘“Tough 
Old Timers,” a statement of fact! The original 
6lsters were enlisted personnel with an overall 
average age of 34 (approximate), none of whom 
were inductees. As time passed, this average age 
was reduced by the addition of replacements, some 
of whom were inductees. Some of the ‘Old 
Timers” have jokingly called these men “re- 
treads.”” However, these new men have proven 
their worth and are now included as “Old 
Timers.” 


The word “tough” is an inadequate description 
for a fine group of men who have fought Jap 
Paratroopers, endured bombings, and approxi- 
mately 700 air raid alerts that disturbed their 
work and rest. 


Thus, we, the Editors, have originated and 
compiled the material of this book, covering 29 
months of activities. We hope that its docu- 
mentation will leave an indelible mark of the 
Seabee spirit of “Can Do” etched in the apprecia- 
tive hearts of all free men. 

THE EDITORS 


April 14, 1945 


¥ 
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This book, SEAFOAM, is dedicated to the person- 
nel of the 61st Seabees who have, as individuals 
and a battalion, given the full share of their 
efforts in the defense of their country. 

You have not only made it possible for our 
forces to take off from the air fields and ports of 
Guadalcanal but repeated it again at Emirau. 
At this very moment, you are repeating it again 
in the Philippines, farther on the road to Tokyo. 

Through unity of thought and action, all hands 
have piled up a high score, not only in construc- 
tion but also when subjected to direct attacks by 
the enemy. 

The 61st Seabees are known for their many 
“firsts” and I take great pride in being the 
“first” to wish that this book will bring you many 
memories of events in the past and thoughts for 
the future. 

COMMANDER BRADFORD M. BOWKER 
Officer in Charge 
April 14, 1945 
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GUADALCANAL 
[Spitish MSolomeneey ire 


On December 4, 1942, a group of civilian crafts- 
men, from every walk of life, assembled at Camp 
Peary, Williamsburg, Virginia. These men came 


’ from every section of the country; however, such 


States as Florida, Georgia, Massachusetts, Texas, 
and New York seemed to have the most repre- 
sentatives. Upon their arrival, the formation of 
the 61st U. S. Naval Construction Battalion be- 
gan. A primary training schedule, in detention, 
was endured until January 3, 1943, and on that 
date, the Battalion was given its colors and the 
officers were formally given their respective com- 
mands. This primary training was a period of 
indoctrination during which the “boots” were fa- 
miliarized with the ways of Seabee life and re- 
ceived inoculations for the prevention of various 
diseases. 

Following the 30 days of “boot,” an Advanced 
Training schedule was set up for the Battalion 
to follow. This training included such activities 
as extended order drills, close order drills, guard 
duty, manual of arms, military lectures, lectures 
on hygiene, work projects on the base, and the 
assignment of qualified men for the many spe- 
cialist schools. During this period, several hun- 
dred men were transferred from our complement 
which, at that time was considered oversized. 
However, on January 9, 1948, 52 men were trans- 
ferred from the 65th Battalion into ours. 

Well-remembered incidents in our life in Camp 
Peary were such incidents as the cold weather, 
lack of clothing during the early weeks, the 
oceans of mud, the “shots,” cutting fire wood, 


.“Goldie’s” extended order drills, Captain Ware’s 


inspection, the week-end liberty to Richmond, the 
final dress parade, and the embarkation for Gulf- 
port. 

Our stay at Gulfport was brief. We arrived 
there the last day of February, the night of which 
the ill-famed “Battle of Leave Tickets” took 
place. The second of March was the scene of a 
mad scramble when 1,100 men tried to board a 


single train to start a nine days “pre-embarka- 
tion” leave. Following this leave, the Battalion 
once again boarded the three trains ‘‘convoy” at 
Gulfport to go to Hueneme, California. This trip 
took us through the great American Southwest 
and, although it was allegedly “hush-hush” 
throughout, a flock of girls managed to. meet the 
trains at some stops. We arrived in Hueneme 
at night during a drizzle and spent several hours 
hunting our seabags and getting set in our quar- 
ters. 

Our stay in Hueneme, California, was filled 
with activities in preparation for our embarka- 
tion for overseas duties. We drilled regularly, 
attended lectures, acquired and checked equip- 
ment and supplies. Regular liberties were 
granted to the personnel who took advantage of 
them to go to Los Angeles, Hollywood, Ventura, 
Santa Monica, and numerous other places. The 
6lsters saw movies, movie stars, stage shows, golf 
matches, and enjoyed all the facilities of the 
many vacation-land resorts whenever possible. 
However, these pleasures were interrupted by a 
slight incident that occurred on April 14, 1943. 
The 61st Seabees embarked to start a trip that 
was to take them overseas into unknown combat 
areas. 

During our voyage overseas aboard the Dutch 
freighter-transport, the M.S. Brastagi, scuttlebutt 
and shipboard excitement reached new heights. 
On April 22, 1943, we crossed the equator and 
the whole Battalion was initiated into the Shell- 


back organization of Neptunus Rex. This turned | 


out to be a riotous affair as officers and men 
alike had their heads shaved and were forced to 
walk the plank. On April 26, after a continuous 
voyage in a southwesterly direction, we became 
members of the Golden Dragon upon crossing the 
180th Meridian. We finally reached our first port, 
after weeks. of voyage, which turned out to be 
Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides Islands. However, 
we didn’t land there. We lay in that harbor for 


approximately 11 days before making the final 
leg of our voyage. While in the New Hebrides, 
Commander Studdert announced that our destina- 
tion was Guadalcanal. We arrived in Sealark 
Channel, off Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, on 
May 15, 1943. 

“Guadalcanal off the port bow!” That was the 
call that was heard on the morning of May, 
1943. The tremors and thrills that passed 
through the men were beyond description. It 
was the first time overseas for most, and for all 
it was their first taste of war in unknown terri- 
tories. 

We dropped anchor at 1500 and by 1530 the 
camp construction men went ashore to locate and 
lay out two camp sites. The first at Teneru River 


and the second at Koli Point. These two camps - 


were approximately 12 miles apart. The next 
morning, the rest of the Battalion went ashore. 
Palm-studded coast lines and, further inland, 
groves of palms stood at attention in close order. 


While unloading crews struggled to get all our 
supplies and equipment ashore, the crews ashore 
threw up pup tents as temporary quarters until 
the camps could be built. The first considera- 
tions were given to the construction of foxholes 
and, within a matter of hours, pits, pot-holes, 
slit trenches, ditches, and covered caverns were 
ready. During this early period of camp erec- 
tion, the men at Teneru were furnished chow at 
the 46th Seabees’ Camp and those at Koli by the 
14th Seabees Camp. The Teneru Camp, across 
Alligator Creek (misnamed the Ilu River) from 
Fighter Strip No. 1 and less than a mile from 
the famed Henderson Field, was the first to be 
cleared and completely erected. While the Teneru 
Camp had been comparatively easy to clear, being 
in a coconut grove, the Koli Camp had to be 
hacked out of the jungle of heavy tropical under- 
brush and hardwood trees. 

Although there had been several air raid alerts 
during the first few days on Guadalcanal, the 


blst Seabees Teneru Camp, Guadalcanal, B.S.I., as seen from the main road leading towards 
Fighter No. | Airfield 


Entrance to the 6Ist Camp, Koli Point, Guadalcanal, B.S.1. 


61sters saw their first Japanese planes shot down 
during the night of May 19. Two Jap bombers 
were picked up by Marine searchlights and then 
shot down by “night fighters.” Their downfall 
seemed symbolic of our faith in the right. They 
were implements of the Rising Sun but, as they 
fell, they became flaming crosses, an emblem of 
our faith. 

On May 24th the 61st men at Teneru Camp 
ate their first meal in their own chow hall. The 
next day project work began in earnest as survey 
parties were sent out to make a topograph of 
Henderson Field, and Commander Studdert con- 
ferred with Marine Aviation Engineers concern- 
ing the construction of a bomber field at Koli 
Point. Upon this same day 61st began using 
fresh water from their own wells. Our water 
wells sunk at our two camps were the first de- 
veloped on Guadalcanal. All other water on the 
island, used by other units, had been drawn from 
nearby rivers infested with fungus growths. 

By the middle of June, the 61st Battalion, from 
the standpoint of sanitation, location, and man- 
agement, had the best camps on the island. Al- 
though, heavy rains plagued most of the crews, 


record-breaking progress was maintained on all 
jobs. During the same period, the Battalion had 
its first pay day since they left the States. 
Although continuous rains made travel imprac- 
tical, many of the men spent their spare time 
making sight-seeing trips into the interior and 
up and down the coasts. They explored native 
villages and learned startling facts about the 
Solomon Islanders, of whom there are less than 
100,000 in the whole island chain. The vocation 
of these natives seems to be agriculture and the 
construction of boat craft. The chief exports 
were ivory nuts and copra. Like most native 
populations that are to be found throughout the 
Pacific, the absence of meat, other than fish, 
didn’t seem to endanger their physical powers. 
The abundance of fruit, along with the cultiva- 
tion of sweet potatoes, corn, and other vegetables, 
insured them of a well-balanced diet. The one 
exception to this, was the habit of chewing Betel 
nut, that caused the evident rapid decay of their 
teeth. Up to the present generation, the Mela- 
nesians were head hunters. However, this was 
inter-tribal and the occasion was rare whenever 
the head of a white man was acquired. Usually 


one tribe inhabited a complete island, and in 


order to get the heads of other tribes, they had 


to make invasions by sea. Thus, the Solomon 
Islanders naturally became excellent boat build- 
ers and were able to cover incredible distances in 
these small crafts.’ Many of the 61st Seabees 
visited various native villages to view their houses 
and boats, both of which were gaudily decorated 
with tribal designs and were extraordinarily 
sturdy. More than one 61st Seabee were amazed 
at the fact that these natives were so friendly 
and Christianized. However, the education of 
these people was still in primary stage, although 
a few could read expertly from the Bible. 


Teneru River, site of gravel pit, Guadalcanal 
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The 61st men bargained frequently with the 
Melanesian natives, whom they found to be re- 
served and primitive. Most native men usually 
had one wife, who was more or less an addition to 
him, a necessary part of his social life. In many 
instances the wife was bought with so many 
pigs or other usable property. She was the beast 
of burden and did all the work of the household. 
An example of this was best illustrated in travel. 
The wife carried all loads on her back, secured 
by a head strap. Even though her tired legs 
would tremble under the strain, she plodded on 
while her husband walked alongside without a 
thought of assisting her. Although marriage 
was sacred, no sentiment 
was ever exhibited be- 
tween husband and wife. 
Seabees discovered that 
most natives married 
when young. Single girls 
wore the only hair of the 
tribe. Married women, 
like all men, had cropped 
hair. All -native cos- 
tumes, male or female, 
consisted solely of a “G” 
string. Contrary to their 
appearance of filth, all 
natives bathed daily. At 
night they threw dirt 
over their bodies to ward 
off insects. 


To the dismay of most 
Seabees, these natives 
proved to be more shrewd 
in their bargaining than 
they themselves. Despite 
thiss=-aemultitude: “ot 
Yankee gadgets and food 
were exchanged for na- 
tive war clubs, miniature 
boats and statues, orna- 
mented wooden combs, 
ivory nut rings, and 
mother of pearl. Several 
Seabees witnessed native 
song fests and dances 
and even religious serv- 
ices read by a native, 
from the Bible. In this 
connection, Chief Mc- 
Douglass preached a ser- 
mon to them on one oc- 
casion and in return a 
native gave a sermon to 
the 61st men in pidgin 
English. 


Alligator Creek, misnamed the Ilu River, as seen from the 6lst Teneru Camp 


Among the points of interest, visited by the 
sight-seeing Seabees were the battle sights of 
Bloody Knoll, Matanakau River, Kokumbona, and 
lower Henderson Field. Kokumbona Beach was 
littered with smashed Jap barges and beached 
Japanese freighters. Many of the men salvaged 
parts and souvenirs from these hulks. Matana- 
kau River, sight of one of the bloodiest battles 
on Guadalcanal, was littered with discarded Jap 
equipment and its banks strewn with personal 
belongings and bones of Japanese dead. Bloody 
Knoll, like the Kokumbona area, was also littered 
with Japanese equipment. However, the trees 
atop Bloody Knoll, that weren’t blown down, were 
all bullet-scarred and ribbed from artillery fire. 
The 61st Seabees collected many souvenirs from 
these areas but always exercised extreme caution 
due to the possibilities of undiscovered land mines 
and booby traps. 


One of the constant sources of amazement, 


scenic beauty, and irritation were the numerous 
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streams and rivers that flowed down from cloud- 
cloaked mountains, of great heights, across the 
flat, muddy plains and forest lands of the north- 
ern coast of Guadalcanal. Frequent heavy rains 
in the mountains caused the rivers to overflow 
their banks on numerous occasions and wash out 
bridges. Thus, Seabees were forced to rebuild 
many of the bridges to maintain communications 
on the island. No matter how cool, clean, and 
inviting these streams appeared, bathing and 
swimming were not practical. All fresh water 
streams contained fungus growths, leeches, and 
crocodiles. Most of the bathing and swimming 
was done on the seacoast. Several 61sters con- 
structed boats in which they fished and traveled 
up and down the coast. All the beaches of 
Guadalcanal were of black volcanic sand. 


The mountain ranges of Guadalcanal were visi- 
ble from both camps, the peaks of which were 
hidden by low hanging tropical rain clouds. Very 
few 61st Seabees were able to penetrate into the 


heart of the range. Nine of the peaks were over 
7,000 feet high, the highest being Mt. Popomansui 
of 8,005 feet, with Mt. Yellow Scar being close 
second at 7,552 feet. New Zealand’s forces, 
camped along a trail in the heart of those moun- 
tains, informed us that it rained every day of 
the year in these mountains, and in many of these 
areas, the jungle thicket was impenetrable. 

As the air raids continued regularly, the Bat- 
talion became inured to this particular danger. 
However, this complacency was shattered on June 
16, 1943, at 1845, at which time the Japanese air 
force made the largest air raid of the war on 
Guadalcanal. One hundred and twenty-five Jap 
airplanes struck at the American airfields, ship- 


ping, and dumps of the island. First figures, 


issued by the intelligence, indicated that 74 Japa- 


nese planes had been shot down during the attack. 
This figure, at later date, was revised upwards 
to 113 planes. Our losses of six planes, one LST, 


and two barges was considered negligible. 
Throughout this attack, the men of our Battalion 
were secured in their foxholes. Although none of 
our men were injured by Japanese action, several 
foxhole casualties were occasioned, one of which 
was best illustrated by our commanding officer. 
It took Commander Studdert a whole week to 
lose that “shiner.” 


among the men, were acquired by such actions 


More common casualties 


as head-on collisions at entrances of foxholes, 
and track meets over rough ground. Following 
this raid, during which two U. S. vessels sustained 
damage to their side plates, 61st welding units 
and operators repaired ship damage in record 
time. | 


On June 30, news was flashed that Marine 
Raiders landed on New Georgia Island and, as 
if in commemoration of the event, the erection 
and operation of all administration buildings of 
the 61st was completed. 


Japanese ship beached during Guadalcanal Campaign 


PLAN OF PART _OF 


LUNGA ESTATE 


Gaudaicanar Coast. Solomon Islands. 
Scale 140 Chains tolinch. 


y NOTE 


Ps : F 

. BLOCK 10° 
(7S Ae 

Planted (908° 


BLOGK t4 
WO AC 1 Re 


a 
. 
‘ ated 


i BLOCK 16 4 
AG ee 


BEES 

Souccs ar 
Sitdgeasakl t 

te opinveses Rt 


SRE 


tls 


BLOCK : 
fOas 3roe 


CHANNEL 


Lunga Estate plan of coconut plantings on the north coast of Guadalcanal 


On July 10, George Miller Hunter, Sic, of Buz- 
zards Bay, Massachusetts, died of malaria. He 
was the first 61st man to lose his life. He was 
buried, with full honors, in the Guadalcanal 
Cemetery. A firing squad, composed of his 
friends, fired three volleys over his grave. On 
July 20, a Japanese attack on Henderson Field 
damaged several Quonset huts built by the 61st. 
Although Japanese air attacks continued, the 
size of these attacks diminished. 

Throughout our tour of duty on Guadalcanal, 
work projects were accomplished in record time. 
However, all efforts were made to ease the hard- 
Tent decks were installed 
in living quarters, showers were built, recrea- 
tional facilities such as a library, a movie area, 
and a sports field was built. The men goon be- 
came ardent movie-goers. At times, air raids 
forced some pictures to such an extent that, in 
some cases, it took three nights to see a complete 
single picture. When attending these shows and 
an air raid warning was sounded, the men usually 
had minutes in which to seek cover. Neverthe- 
less, surprise attacks caught them flat-seated. The 
harum-scarum confusion that usually occurred, 


ships of overseas life. 
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though sometimes painful, were hilarious affairs 
of overland races and scenes of lightning excava- 
tions. 


Monday morning, December 20, 1943, a physi- 
cal muster of the entire crew was called at 6:45, 
and the Battalion was assembled at the theater to 
hear Commander W. W. Studdert read his orders 
relieving him of duty with the 61st Battalion and 
assuming the duty of officer-in-charge of the 18th 
USNC Regiment. Following this, Lt. Harold 
Koopman read his orders to take over the duty 
of officer-in-charge of the 61st. 


On December 24, a group of Seabees made a 
treck inland to obtain an Australian Pine for use 
as a Christmas tree to be placed in front of the 
Battalion Chapel. The afternoon of the same day 
painters, carpenters, plumbers, and electricians 
put their heads together on the problem of deco- 
rations. Ornaments consisted of ivory nuts, medi- 


cine bottles, beer bottles, and pine cones dipped . 


in paint of different colors. Tinted light bulbs 
were placed strategically in the tree that was 
placed in a special stand built by the carpenters. 

Christmas Day, 1943, was our first overseas 
and second in the service. Our thoughts were 


of home naturally, but our spirits were high. 
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Church services were held for all men and a 
special Christmas dinner of turkey and all the 
trimmings was the order of the day. The com- 
plement of the Battalion at the time was 898 men. 

The latter months of 1943 saw the creation of 
the Battalion’s first publication. This was the 
Battalion newspaper, the first issue of which ap- 
peared on the 13th of November. Commander 
Studdert felt that the speed with which the men 
completed projects should be noted. Therefore 
the title of The Workers Wallop was the new 
masthead. This paper contained stories and draw- 
ings of things current in the lives of the 61st 
Seabees. 

On January 15, 1944, considerable damage was 
done to our pontoon yard and floating docks by 
rough seas and a storm. Upon the same day a 
coconut palm tree fell upon one of the tents on 
Sixth Street in our camp. But to top all this, the 
entire Battalion was given typhoid and Tetanus 
booster shots. However, the pain of this was 


eased by a posted bulletin that notified all per- 
sonnel of the 61st to expect a trip to Auckland, 
New Zealand. 

On January 19, considerable excitement was 
caused in our camp by the appearance of an 
American nurse attending our movies. She was 
the first white woman the Seabees had seen on 
Guadalcanal. 

Floods washed out several bridges over the 
Metapona, the Malimbu, and the Mantanakau 
rivers, thus tying up both men and heavy equip- 
ment. Bridge crews worked night and day to 
restore highway communications. 

On June 30, Commander Bradford M. Bowker 
arrived from the United States of America to 
assume command of the 61st. He was the former 
commander of the 124th Construction Battalion 
at Gulfport, Mississippi. Shortly thereafter a 
battalion inspection was held, followed by close 
order drill and bag inspection. 

On February 5, Vice Admiral Ben Morreel, 


Bullet-riddled palm trees on the Kukum battle site, Guadalcanal 


Chief of the Seabees; Rear Admiral Cotter and 
Commodore Quigley visited our Battalion. <A 
banquet was held for them, after which time 
plans were discussed for future movement of the 
61st. A few days later Commander Bowker ad- 
dressed all CPOs concerning plans for our coming 
trip to New Zealand. This speech was supple- 
mented on February 14 by Lieut. Maynard, of the 
New Zealand forces, who addressed the battalion 
at our theater. He gave a history of his country 
and answered all questions, put to him by the 
men, concerning customs, amusements, and places 
to go and things to do. 

Prior to going to New Zealand, the men in- 
dulged in pig hunting. The results of these hunts 
afforded many pleasant barbecues. Young pigs 
were butchered, scalded, and scraped and hung in 
the galley refrigerator. -Barbecued hams, sliced 
from the exhumed carcasses, from these colder 
regions, were the source of many after-hour 


Lunga Lagoon, near NOB, Guadalcanal 


feasts. Among other after-hour activities were 
the meetings of such clubs known as the Pizzie 
Winkums, the Con-Fed-For-Sou-Pac’s, and the 
“190” Club. Membership in these particular or- 
ganizations assured extra-curricular bull sessions 
and occasional snorts. 

One of the most common, but ever amusing, 
sights that occurred every evening on Guadalca- 
nal was the modes of transportation used to go 
to a movie. It was not unusual to see twenty 
aboard one jeep, the driver of which always 
thought he was on the Indianapolis track. Ma- 
nipulating curves at high speeds always forced 
to a halt several hundred yards beyond, while the 
dismounted picked themselves up off the road and 
remounted. 

In civilian life, an assortment of pets usually 
consisted of domestic animals. Such being the 
case, the 61st Seabees brought a mascot over- 
seas from the States. 


Our official mascot was 


named Mr. Confused Bee, a Boston Bull Terrier. 
A Californian by birth, Mr. Confused Bee was 
released by the Womens Voluntary Service, at 
Santa Barbara, and sent to Hueneme to be in- 
ducted into the 61st Seabees. Upon his arrival 
there, the doctors put him through a tough physi- 
cal and gave him shots for rabies. He was sworn 
in by Commander Studdert and then sent to the 
clothes issue room where the ship’s tailor gave 
him a blue jacket with the 61st insignia on it. 
Unlike his mates in the 61st, who left their love 
life behind, Mr. Confused Bee put on the dog with 
a ship board romance and, by the time Guadal- 
canal was reached, he was the proud father of 
eight sea-going pups. While on Guadalcanal he 
was wounded in action against a 23-inch lizard 
and, in time received an advance in rating. How- 
ever, he was broken to an apprentice seaman 
when caught in an illicit love affair with a ’pos- 
sum. Mr. Confused Bee was an integral part of 


the everyday life of the 6l1sters. It was a sad 
day for all when he was pronounced missing in 
action. Since that time we have had no official 
mascot in the Battalion. Although a collection of 
pets, such as parrots, cockatoos, pigs, lizards, and 
stray dogs, graced the various canvas caves of 
“enlisted men’s country.” 

Speaking of animal life, our greatest problem 
and nuisance were rats, some of whom grew to 
tremendous sizes. These rats were extremely 
bold and would steal food from under your nose. 
Several Seabees complained that they ran across 
them while they were asleep. One humorous in- 
cident evolved from the rodent family was when 
several men of the sanitation crew discovered a 
nest of baby rats, one of the men gathered them 
up and struck them under a blanket in a mate’s 
sack and tucked the mosquito netting firmly 
around the cot. This mate, upon returning from 
late work shift, benignly hit the sack and after 


Japanese ship beached during Guadalcanal campaign 
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Overlooking Sealark ‘Channel from atop Bloody Knoll, Guadalcanal, towards Florida Island 


reclining for perhaps an hour, he was awakened 
by the nausea of having that furry crawly feel- 
ing. Reaching down beneath the blanket, he felt 
a series of live furry objects, and with a scream 
that would curl the enamel from false teeth, he 
bounded out of the tent but forgot to lift up the 
mosquito net in doing so. The contortions he 
evoked did credit to a burlesque show’s finest per- 
formance of “The Dance of the Seven Veils.” 
Despite the pressing urgency of work projects 
and the time consumed by them, the majority of 
61st Seabees found time to be amazed by the 
multitude of the species of plant and forest life. 
We had heard of many of the hardwoods, but it 
was the first time we saw such trees growing as 
ebony, teak, mahogany, and tropical red wood. 
Other varieties of tropical trees that interested 
the Seabees were the Lincana and the ivory nut 
trees. These particular trees grew fruit that 
could be made into souvenirs. There were also 


various flowering trees, the blossoms of which 
were every color of the spectrum. Then too, 
there were innumerable flowering bushes. To 
the surprise of the Florida men, one of these 
flowering bushes turned out to be the well-known 
red Hibiscus. 

Very little fresh water fishing was done on 
Guadalcanal. Nevertheless, salt water fishing 
was in great evidence. The men rigged up their 
own tackle, in most cases, and in many instances 
dynamite was used to obtain catches. In this con- 
nection, one of these men, Patrick McGouirk, lost 
his life. McGouirk, like Bordley, was buried in 
the Guadalcanal cemetery with full honors. 

Not. satisfied with the scenery of Guadalcanal 
alone, not a few of the 61st Seabees took sight- 
seeing trips to nearby islands of Savo, Tulagi, 
Gavuitu, Florida, Santa Ysabel, and Malaita 
aboard the various barge ferries. These trips 
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afforded new fields for the souvenir hunters. 
canal all the above-named islands were visible to 
the naked eye. 

During the last months of our stay on Guadal- 
canal, more than a dozen of our men transferred 
into the 18th Regiment to work with Commander 
Studdert. During the same period several 61st 
construction crews erected quarters and offices 
of the Regiment. 

The personnel of the Battalion gradually di- 
minished, due to surveys, transfers, and men re- 
ceiving commissions going Stateside for officers 
training. Continuous hard work, plus’ bad 
weather and air raid alerts, found the men rather 
tired and physically run down. Nevertheless, 
they never faltered in any task, and the word 
“shirking’”’ was not in the Seabee vocabulary. 
The 61st Battalion got its first fame on Guadal- 
canal and laid a great foundation of a series of 


accomplishments to be known as the “famous 
firsts of the 61st.” A few noteworthy “firsts” 
were: they sunk the first fresh water wells on 
Guadalcanal; they served the first ice cream on a 
regular chow menu; made some of the first sur- 
veys of some of the sections of Guadalcanal; they 
maintained the first camp to have tent decking in 
the enlisted men’s country; and had the first Solo- 
mon Island Championship Baseball Club. At one 
time, the 61st Battalion had more projects in 
operation simultaneously than was believed pos- 
sible for any engineering outfit to maintain. Re- 
gardless of this overwhelming burden of work, 
the Battalion established an enviable speed rec- 
ord in the construction of the Koli Point Bomber 
Field. Upon one occasion, in order to maintain 
our speed record, we enlisted the services of na- 


tive Solomon Islanders to help us lay matting on 
the air field. 


Wrecked Japanese barges at Kokumbona Beach, Guadalcanal 
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Our tour of duty on Guadalcanal was note- 
worthy in many respects, but the story would not 
be complete without a commentary on the de- 
tachment that was dispatched to nearby Malaita 
Island to construct roads and a radar station for 
the Royal New Zealand Air Force. This de- 
tachment was sent to Malaita on July 28 and was 
under the command of Lieut. Maier. They landed 
from their vessel in a lagoon on the southwestern 


part of Malaita. Unlike the Canal, Malaita had 


no broad coastal plains. The mountains there, 
though rugged, were not as big or precipitous as 
those of Guadalcanal. Low hanging clouds con- 
stantly shrouded even the lowest hills and gave 
the general appearance of fog. Men of this de- 
tachment reported that very few clear days 
were experienced. While constructing buildings 
and station roads, the 61sters were protected by 
the New Zealand Army forces from attack on 


the island. Several men stated that there were 


Native canoes near the 6lst Seabees’ landing site, Malaita, B.S.1. 
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Canoeing off the jungle-infested coast of Malaita 


Jap patrols in some of the nearby valleys. Upon 
completion of these projects the men returned to 
Guadalcanal and were cited for their work by 
the New Zealand Army officials. 

On February 14, 1944, all Guadalcanal projects 
were secured and all equipment was brought into 
the 61st transportation yard to be serviced and 
parked for storage as the Battalion prepared for 
their forthcoming holiday in New Zealand. All 
supplies were inventoried, and the men were 
given time to check over their pereonel gear prior 
to boarding the ship. The resultant confusion 
that usually reigns in the expectancy of a pleasant 
but entertaining interlude was a sight, with newly 
washed dress blues and stacks of trading articles 


for romantic purposes, all mixed together. 
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On the 18th of February, 1944, 1,000 men and 
officers, several thousand sea bags and foot lock- 
ers and untold thousands of cartons of cigarettes 
boarded the U.S.S. Pinkney bound for New 
Zealand. Early the next morning, the bulging 
eraft lifted her hook and sailed, flaunting her 
prow southward. 

The voyage aboard the U.S.S. Pinkney, for the 
main part, was uneventful. The ship, although 
speedy, rolled and tossed like an unsaddled night- 
mare. Many of the men leaned over the rail and 
disillusioned the entrepreneurs of shark-fin soup. 

On February 23, the U.S.S. Pinkney, with a 
thousand wolves aboard, arrived in an Auckland 
harbor, New Zealand. It took a better part of 
two hours for the ship to traverse the length of 
the harbor to the lower Queenstreet docks. 
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Auckland! This was the end of our journey of 
anticipation! As our ship docked on that 23rd 
day of February of 1944, the 6lsters grabbed 
their gear and disembarked. They then were 
loaded upon trucks, driven by CBMUs, across 
Auckland, to Waikaraka Park, in the Onehunga 
section of the city. While en route to Waikaraka, 
interesting feminine topography was in great 
evidence, and the covered trucks soon became 
uncovered. The whistles emitted therefrom 
would have put the shipping in New York harbor 


to shame. . Enough wind was expended, in ap- 
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preciative remarks, to cool the blushes of a whole 
feminine rose garden. Upon arrival at Waikar- 
aka, the men donned their dress blues and stowed 
their gear in record time. The first night saw 
most of the Battalion take liberty prior to leave. 
On February 24 the majority of the men started 
their leave. A system of leave had been set up 
by the Battalion that one company was to 
maintain the Waikaraka Camp each week of our 
stay in New Zealand. All other weeks were free 
for leave. 


The city of Auckland, in many respects, was 


Aerial view of downtown Auckland, New Zealand 


Downtown Queen Street, Auckland, N, Z., looking towards the Harbor Ferry 


modern as an American city. However, customs, 
communication systems, and domestic fixtures 
were twenty years behind ours. This city, 
197,000, was inured to the sight of American 
Yet, its citizens extended unre- 


strained hospitality at all times. Some of the 


sights that seemed rather odd to the 61st Sea- 


service men. 


bees were: all traffic drove on the left hand side, 
pedestrians walked to the left, choicest and 
highest priced theater seats were always in the 
balcony, the popularity of the American movies, 
the amount of handsome people and the complete 
civilization of the Maori people. The names of 
stores and items were always a source of con- 
fusion to the Seabees. Example of these were: 


“tobacconist” for a combination cigar store and 
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barber shop, ‘‘wireless shop” for a radio store, 
“cream bar” for a soda fountain, “tinkers” sheet 
metal shop and hardwood stores, “‘stationers” for 
office supply stores, “‘tyre shop” for filling stations 
and an “accessory inn” for gift shops, trams for 
street cars, “tourist cars” for buses, “apparel 
shops” for department stores, “bush lands” for 
forests and “tea”? as the name for all meals. 
The great majority of the 61st Seabees, after 
receiving their leave papers, did not remain in 
the vicinity of Auckland. They bought tickets to 
cities and towns heretofore unknown. They 
wanted to see the whole of New Zealand. Such 
cities and towns as Whangarei, Hamilton, Te 
Awmutu, Roto Rua, Waihi Tauranga, Taupo, 


Gisborne, Wanganui, New Plymouth, Palmerston 


North, Dannevirke, Napier, Masterton, Welling- 
ton, Nelson, Blenheim, Christ Church, Gray- 
mouth, Lyttletown, Timaru, Oamaru, Dunedin, 
and Invercargill were visited. The odd circum- 
stances the men encountered in their travels were, 
riding narrow gauge railroads, all conveyances 
stopping for tea, and low fares. 

The New Zealand people, both Caucasian and 
Maori, greeted the Seabees with “open arms’ 
hospitality everywhere they went. The scenic 
beauty of New Zealand was so grand and awe- 
inspiring that it didn’t seem real. Snow-capped 
mountains, glaciers, sheep stations, gold mines, 


giant fisheries, horse ranches, dairy farms, great 


forests, and crystal clear streams were to be 


found in every section. New Zealand has been 
called the land of ferns, some of which grow to 
heights of thirty feet. Another unusual growth 
is the Kaori Gum tree. The gum from this tree is 
of crystal clear amber color and its texture re- 
sembles resin. 

There were many Seabees who spent a few 
days of companionship with the Maoris of New 
Zealand, and it is only fitting that we give a brief 
history and description of them here, 

The present stories that are being told of the 
ancient doings of these friendly people have their 
subject-source from the word of mouth system 


passed on from generation to generation. How- 


ever, the stories of their amazing canoe voyages 


The Main Harbor, as seen from the top of Mt. Eden, Auckland, N. Z. 


beet 


The foot of Queen Street, Auckland, N. Z., as seen from the Ferry Building; Government Post 
Office second building on the left 


to New Zealand has been substantiated. The 
actual names of the early Maoris and of their 
craft, in which they set out from far-off Hawaii, 
are matters of ancient world history. When 
those first crews cast their gazes hungrily at the 
loom of Ao-Te-Roa, the Pohutukawa-clothed 
shores of the new land seemed to beckon them 
with a promise of sunshine and plenty. The name 
Ao-Te-Roa, simply means, “the long daylight.” 
Some accounts say that it was Kupe’s wife who 
first sighted New Zealand and gave it its new 
name. Kupe, who came from Ra’iatea, in Tahiti, 
in 950, is credited as being the first Maori in 
New Zealand. According to tradition though, 
the main Maori migration didn’t begin until two 


centuries later. Be this as it may, the fact still 


remains that the Maori safely made these voyages, 
arriving with sufficient vigor to overpower the 
inhabitants and take advantage of the abundant 
forest and prolific fishing grounds. There were 
two pre-Maori races in New Zealand ere the ad- 
vent of the Maoris. The Maorioris, of Polynesian 
stock, and Mouriuri who were believed to have 
been Melanesian. Both of these races are now 
extinct, but the Maori race is increasing. 

Before the arrival of Capt. Cook, in 1760, it 
was believed that any crews that were so unfor- 
tunate as to set foot on New Zealand soil were 
slain. In these earlier days, the various “Pas” 
and tribes of Maoris were constantly at war with 


one another. Although they were accredited with 


being extremely blood thirsty, these warriors were 


known to have been exceptionally good sports and 
believed in fair play. 

The Maori people of today are well educated 
and a very dignified people. They have fair skin 
and a proud bearing. The majority of Maori 
women are beautiful and take great pride and 
delight in wearing the latest fashions in clothes 
from the United States. They are ardent movie 
fans and swing record collectors. Dancing and 
singing are their main recreations, as the Sea- 
bees soon found out. The Maoris have assumed 
their rightful place of importance in the affairs 
of government and social life in New Zealand. 

On March 18, 1944, via wireless broadcasts 
throughout New Zealand, the 61st Seabees had 


their leaves cut short and were called into camp. 


That night a farewell dance was given at the 
Auckland Town Hall. This dance was a closed 
formal affair. The hall was decorated with bal- 
loons, flags of all nations, and potted plants. 
Hanging from the balcony, at the end of the 
dance floor, was a large “thank you” sign which 
read, ‘‘To our friends and hosts of New Zealand, 
we, the members of the 61st, thank you for your 
kind and unstinted hospitality.” During the 
dance a floorshow was given and all music was 
furnished by a swing band from the United States 
Navy Base. This affair ended at 0100, March 14. 

The late morning of March 14, 1944, the 61st 
Battalion left the Waikaraka Camp in Onehunga 
and boarded the U.S.S. Pinkney for a return trip 


to the Solomon Islands. 


View of the outer harbor, Auckland, N. Z., as seen from Mt. Eden 
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CALEDONIA 


March 15, 1944, we left Auckland harbor bound 
north, and after several days of uneventful voyag- 
ing, other than rough water, we sighted a huge 
mountainous island, the shores of which were 
protected by forbidding coral reefs. At first, we 
didn’t know where we were. However, we sighted 
coastal freighters flying the French flag and 
thereupon knew it to be New Caledonia. Follow- 
ing this, we threaded through a myriad of under- 


sea reefy catacombs to enter a harbor of emerald 


water. As we dropped anchor, to our starboard, 
we could see the ill-famed Ile Nou, former prison 
island, and to the port we could see the city of 
Noumea, capital of New Caledonia. We also 
noticed several smelters smoking in the distance 
and were informed that they were producing 
nickel. Our stay at New Caledonia was for a 
brief twenty-four hours, after which we made an 
uneventful trip back to Guadalcanal, where we 


re-occupied our old quarters—temporarily. 


View of town and harbor at Noumea, New Caledonia; Ile Nou, former prison island in the distance 
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St. Wathais Group, Wismark_Archipe ago 


On March 25, after several days of feverish 
preparation, the Battalion boarded two LCI’s 
and three LST’s with the exception of fifty men in 
the rear echelon, who were left behind to tran- 
port additional crated equipment. Once aboard 
these craft, we understood why our New Zealand 
leave was cut short. We were told that we were 
to invade Emirau Island, St. Matthias group, in 


the Bismarck Archipelago. 


En route to Emirau, during a five-day trip, we 
passed such islands as Savo, Tetivari, Rendova, 
Kolombangara, Ganongga, Vella Lavella, Treas- 
ury Islands, Bougainville, Buka, Green Islands, 
Tanga, New Irland, New Hanover, and finally 
Emirau. On the third additional LST’s and LCI’s 
joined our convoy at Green Islands. The ma- 
jority of the 61st Seabees agreed that this voyage 


was the most pleasant that they had experienced 


Looking west along the 6lst Camp beach, Emirau Island, St. Matthias Group, Bismarck Archipelago, 
in the 


Bismarck Sea 


Looking east on the same beach (Emirau Island) 


to date. Shipboard chow and topside siestas were 
really enjoyed. However, the dark hours before 
dawn, on March 30, caused some apprehension— 
H-Hour usually does. 

During the first daylight hours of March 30, 
the 61st and other Seabee Battalions landed and 
started unloading their gear and moving it inland. 
The Marines landed there before us. Camp con- 
struction crews, preceded by bulldozers that cut 
paths through the tropical underbrush, left Black 
Beach bound for a beach area on a point of land 
three miles away. Upon arrival there, tents and 
other temporary installations were immediately 


erected. By night fall, the situation was well in 
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hand, and the men set out to explore their new 
home. Emirau Island was the nearest thing to a 
tropical paradise pictured by the Hollywood 
“Fakers.”” The beaches at our camp site were 
broad and of white sand. The water was clear 
and warm. The landscape was picturesque with 
its unusual trees, and the obvious lack of mud. 
The men soon took advantage of the natura] fa- 
cilities and bathed along the beaches. 

The first week on Emirau was consumed in the 
establishment of permanent camp facilities and 
living quarters, as well as the construction of 


roads. For the first time our primary construc- 


tion projects were not hampered by foul weather. 


The 61st Battalion started its major project, 
the Baker airstrip, on Wednesday, April 5, 1944. 
Engineers, heavy equipment operators, and shovel 
men reported the island ideal for an airstrip. The 
natural coral was in evidence everywhere and 
eased the problem of foundations and surfacing 
for air strips and roads. Round the clock work 
shifts were set up and climatic conditions allowed 
adequate rest. 

By the middle of April, all our camp facilities 
were functioning. During the same period, the 
Army arrived and the Marines departed. By the 
end of the month, the 61st took advantage of the 


great quantities of hardwood timber and set up 


sawmill operations. The sizes of these hardwood 
trees were immense and some reached the height 
of 150 feet. The lumbermen, upon many oc- 
casions, had great difficulty hacking their way 
through the dense tropical underbrush to snake 
out desired logs. Typical of all South Pacific 
Islands, Emirau Island had its usual quota of 
coconut groves for the insatiable copra and soap 
industries. 

The 61st were no exception to typical Seabee 
inpennity 4 They knew there were unlimited 
amounts of seafood for the taking in the waters 


around Emirau. Thus it was that a great un- 


official fishing industry arose in our Battalion. 


Infra-red photo of Cape Tietjens as seen from the Emirau Airstrip 


Landing site and dispersal point of the 6lst Seabees, Emirau Island 


With the acquisition of native outriggers and the 
construction of home-made craft of questionable 
class, fishing parties carried home-made tackle, 
Spears, harpoons, and dynamite out to sea. As 
the innumerable fish fries that could be seen 
throughout the camp every night will attest the 
catches were prolific. There were so many varie- 
ties of fish caught that the appellations of them 
taxed the knowledge of the few veteran fishermen 
of tropical waters that were in the Battalion. 
The appearance of some of these fish defied the 
eating, even though they were assured that they 
were edible. One hardened old salt remarked 
that there had been so many dynamite blasts set 


off along the shores that a cross-section view of 
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Emirau Island would resemble a toad stool. Upon 
one occasion, 1,300 fish were brought in a single 
catch. Some of the fish caught were octopus, 
Giant Rays, Amber Jacks, Grouper, Angel fish, 
Sculpy, Zebra fish, Jew fish, Mullet, Sea perch, 
Barracuda, puff fish and the Blue runners. 
While on Emirau, the cooks and bakers insti- 
tuted a system by which the enlisted men of the 
61st Battalion were honored on their birthdays. 
The last Sunday of each month was set aside as 
the particular luncheon day for all men having 
birthdays in that month; besides the special feast, 
each man received an official Battalion birthday 
card signed by the officer in charge. The variety 


of delicacies that were placed before the men 


seemed unbelievable after the GI menu day after 
day. There were long tables, covered with white 
cloths, with all the food arranged artistically on 
trays and placed symetrically down its length. 
The banqueteers each month were addressed by 
the officer in charge, who wished them happy 
birthdays. A typical example of one of the menus 
read like this: roast chicken, brown gravy, mashed 
potatoes, buttered June peas, buttered yam jewels, 
bread, peach jam, creamery butter, chocolate ice 
cream, silver layer cake, mint dainties, coffee and 
lemonade. 

For the first time, the 6lsters took advantage 


of the Armed Forces Institute Educational 


courses. One hundred and forty men enrolled in 
these correspondence courses which covered sev- 
enty subjects. The cost of them was negligible, 
and it was possible for the men to earn credits 
toward diplomas and degrees through this 
medium. 

On June 22, 1944, the rear echelon of fifty-one 
arrived at Emirau, from Guadalcanal. These 
men brought all the material we left behind. The 
addition of these men eased the pressure upon the 
working complement. During this same month 
rain fell heavily but did not hamper ihe work 
schedules as all the roads had been built and the 


stripping of forestland for the air fields had been 


Native hut at Blue Beach, Emirau Island 
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Looking across a lagoon at an Emirau native village, near Blue Beach 


completed. The rain packed the exposed coral 
surface into a smooth cement-like surface. Work- 
ing incessantly in all types of weather, the crew 
of Seabees were enthusiastic in their jobs, as they 
felt that the work accomplished on Emirau as 
the ultimate example for all engineering forces to 
follow. In spite of occasional difficulties that 
sometimes seemed insurmountable, the 6l1sters 
were not discouraged but felt that they were 
adding new teeth to the cog that would turn the 
wheels of victory. Not only our officers, but the 
air force men, felt a pride in the work that was 
being done here. 


We had established a precedent 


on Guadalcanal, by accomplishing construction 
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tasks that were then believed impossible, and 
here on Emirau, we were bettering this previous 
record and were gaining the name of being air- 
field construction wizards. These jobs, so vital to 
the life of Advanced Bases, employed equipment 
operators, dynamite men, mechanics, truck driv- 
ers, electricians, carpenters, engineers, fuel and 
grease men, tire crews, and manual laborers. 

As we neared an end to our current tasks of 
this Advanced Base, various high naval officials 
visited the island and all were lavish in their 
praise. This accumulation of high approval led 
to the awarding of the Bronze Medal to the 18th 


Regimental Commander which was a commenda- 


tion to construction battalions thereunder, of 


which the 61st Battalion was one. The day of 
the award, all units involved were represented by 
one or more companies of men who paraded by 
the reviewing stand that had been erected on an 
airfield hardstand near the “Charlie” strip. The 
ceremony was carried out in the highest military 
tradition with only a “slight rain” to mar its 
perfection. 

Sixty-first Seabees, not actually working on the 
airstrip, were engaged in various necessary proj- 
ects over the island, such as dock construction 
In passing, 


for PT Base and general drainage. 


we would like to note that our water purification 


men sank several wells in camp that served for 
drinking water as well as for showers. This 
water was the clearest and purest that we had 
encountered in the Pacific. It was so cool that 
many of the men, in jest, complained that they 
would have enjoyed taking shower baths if it 
weren’t for having to scale off icy films and 
icicles from their bodies. 

In the early part of July, Admiral Halsey, 
Commander of the United States Third Fleet, 
of whom we were a part, arrived, escorted by 
Mitchel Bombers. He addressed all the Seabees 


on the island in an informal gathering. 6lsters 


appeared at the gathering in all manner of attire, 


Main street of a native village at Blue Beach, Emirau Island 
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Admiral Halsey pays the Seabees a visit on Emirau Island; Commander W. W. Studdert, former 
6lst Officer-in-Charge, in the right foreground. 


ranging from underwear shorts to dress white. 
The Admiral seemed pleased with what he saw. 
He informed the men that he was going to new 
fields and hoped that we would join him again, 
farther a the line. His speech was recorded in 
Stateside newspapers and the accounts described 
a feat of the 61st Battalion by quoting a part of 
Halsey’s citation to the Seabees, which said: 
“Given forty-four days in which to build a strip 
and complete an advanced base, the 61st did the 
job in thirty days.” 

Several of our officers, when asked by corre- 
spondents, what esteem they held for their crews, 


replied that all men had shown interest and de- 
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votion to their jobs as well as loyalty to the 61st 
and patriotism to their country. These men have 
proven themselves to be tops in every task they 
have undertaken to do. 

With the completion of all work projects neces- 
sary for an advanced base on the Emirau Island, 
the 6lsters occupied themselves by an extensive 
sports program and the creation of souvenirs 
from the native hardwoods. Several men went 
into boat building on a large scale but never had 
time to finish the projects they started. In July 
the entire Battalion engaged in rifle, carbine, and 
machine gun practice on the rifle range for a 


period of three days. Typical of Seabees, much 


money changed hands as the result of bets made 
on their individual prowess. 

The Commander informed the Battalion that 
they were due for another move and thereupon 
dispatched an officer and several men to locate 
and secure a camp site for the Battalion in the 
Russells. 


July 18, the Liberty Ship, Mintaka, AK-94, 


arrived in Hamburg Bay near Cape Tietjens. 
For the next several days, equipment and gear 
for the 61st were loaded aboard the ship, and on 
the morning of the 20th the men went aboard. 
The ship got underway at 1845, and after an 
uneventful voyage, arrived in the Russell Islands 


five days later. 


Cave at base of cliff at the end of the Emirau Airstrip 
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Here we were back in the Solomon Islands, but 
this time we were on Banika Island instead of 
Guadalcanal. Standing on the beaches of Banika, 
we could see the great mountain peaks of our first 
overseas home rearing their ugly heads above the 
haze. 
of the Russells group and differed little from Gua- 


dalcanal other than having fewer and smaller 


mountains. 


Banika Island was one of the main bases 


We found, and to our great amazement, a very 
few work projects to be done here. We were told 
that this was a staging base for forward move- 
ments. At that time we didn’t know where our 
next move would be but we could hear the rum- 
ble of a boiling pot of invasion. Officers and men 
alike took advantage of this lull in activities to 
engage in an all-out educational] and athletic pro- 


gram. Classes were held in courses ranging from 


View of Banika Island, Russell Islands, B.S.I. 
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Company office in "Enlisted Men's Country,’ Russell Islands 


Mathematics to Japanese. Fifty per cent of the 
personnel took these active class courses. New 
men were given experienced training in the opera- 
tion of heavy equipment. For the first time, an 
inter-company sports program was introduced, 
consisting of softball, volleyball, and badminton. 

Although we had no specific work projects as- 
signed to us on Banika Island, the following de- 
tails were carried out: 

Picking up and guarding pipe from the PT 
Base; laying new pipe lines and installing pumps 
to new water pool; transporting patients from 
ships to hospitals; loading material aboard ships 
for the movement of the First Marines. Loading 


details for Gr.-Pac.; guarding the 75th Seabee 


38 


Camp; the dismantling of the 17th Special Sea- 
bees galley; Installing a ramp assembly on a 
barge at PAD; dismantling the 75th mess hall; 
building decks for commissary warehouses at 
Base Four. 

September 28, 1944, was the day that the 61st 
Seabees boarded the U.S.S. Sabik and the U.S.S. 
Cassiopeia for their most important destination 
of all their voyages. However, they were to make 
several stops en route. The men had no inkling, 
at the time, that it was to be other than one of 
former routine tasks. The work of packing, 
crating, and loading the ships was done by the 
61st. When all the pre-embarkation tasks were 


completed, all personnel shouldered their packs, 


grabbed their weapons, and boarded ship. Berths 
were assigned to all but a few men, who had to 
sleep on deck on cots. The quarters aboard, and 
in the hold, were usually clean; in fact, some of 
the men.seemed to think that there was entirely 
too much to that “clean, sweep down fore and 
aft” stuff to allow them a good long game of 
cards topside. Each time they would get settled 
in one spot a hose crew would start a field day. 
Facilities for bathing, washing, and shaving were 
the best we had encountered aboard any ship up 
to that time. For men sweltering topside all day 
long, the fresh water shower proved to be the 


great attraction. 


September 29 at sunup, we hoisted anchor and 


pulled out to sea. But only for a few hours that 


day. This short leg of our journey was not 
without interest. We passed the famed Savo 
Island where so many warships, both of the 
United States and Japan, had been sunk in vari- 
ous sea battles around it. It was also home of 
the most famous head hunters in the Solomons. 
Although it isn’t particularly large; having an 
approximate area of thirty square miles, Savo 
Island has the largest native population per 
square mile of any island in the Solomons. Its 
general appearance is round with several sugar- 
loaf peaks on it. 

Upon arriving at Tulagi Harbor, a view of 


Florida Island showed us some of the toughest 


"“Officers' Country," Banika, Russell Islands. 
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6lst Seabees’ swimming and fishing pier, Banika, Russell Islands 


terrain we had seen to date. Regardless of the 
fact that there are no high mountains around 
Tulagi, it was easily understood why that par- 
ticular area wasn’t heavily populated. As far 
as the eye could see, there were series of low 
craggy hills, between which there were no val- 
leys of any appreciable size. Also, the jungle 
was extremely heavy and constantly shrouded 
with mist and rains. 

Laying overnight in Tulagi, we sailed westward 
towards Guadalcanal, after a false start several 
hours earlier. Naturally, we were all somewhat 
mystified as to why we should stop at the “Ca- 
nal.” Scuttlebutt was soon out that there had 


been a change in our orders and we were to pick 
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up new sailing orders at Lunga Beach, Guadal- 
canal. Thus, on the morning of September 30, 
and after several hours’ sailing, we. reached 
Lunga Beach, and once again viewed the lofty 
peaks towering above the clouds over familiar 
terrain which we felt to be home grounds. Yes, 
we were once again viewing our first Island X, 
where we spent more than ten months in ’43. 
This stopover lasted three days, and on October 
2, 1944, we hoisted anchor, sailing away from 
Guadalcanal, under a bright moon. Our course 
took us by Savo Island once again, after which 
we sailed around the southern end of Santo Ysa- 


bel and headed northeast into the open sea. 


Admiralty SY, See 


After several days of sailing without a land- 
rise, we sighted Emirau off the starboard bow 
during the early hours of October 6, but we 
didn’t pause there. We steamed the northwest 
course for several hours, as new ships trailed into 
our convoy, and then turned due west, north of 
Massau Island, and sailed at moderate speed until 


early the next morning when a new land fall was 


in sight. It was the Admiralty Islands. 


The harbor area of Manus Island, in the Ad-. 


miralties, was filled with every type of warship 
and auxiliary. There were more ships there than 


we had ever seen in any one location heretofore. 


Although we hadn’t been told officially, we knew 
that we had become a part of that giant armada 
All 


the men lined the rails in discussion of various 


that was to invade the Philippine Islands. 
types of ships surounding their own. The very 
air they breathed seemed charged with the shock 
On October 


9, liberty parties boarded barges and went ashore 


of expectancy for new beachheads. 


to Liberty Island. This island was partially man- 
made; a Seabee Battalion had dredged up harbor 
bottom to enlarge a small, sandy island that stood 
off-shore from Manus. This island contained all 


types of recreational equipment and athletic fields. 


Pitelu Island, off Manus Island, in the Admiralty Islands 
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6lst Seabees’ shore party returning to their ship in the Admiralties 


Beer was also made available in sufficient quanti- 
ties to satisfy the men, and under the heat of the 
sun, many of them had their top gallants luffing 
to starboard. 

The days seemed to drag, as we lay at anchor 
in the Admiralties. Our impatience to get on 
with it and to secure a new beachhead grew by 
the hour. After what seemed centuries, our ship 
lifted its hook and steamed out to sea about 1700 
on October 13, 1944. The next morning we were 
surprised to find that we held a forward position 
in a large convoy bound due west. Other than 
idle speculation among the men, no untoward in- 
cidents occurred. 

In the early dawn hours of October 15, 1944, 
a new land rise was sighted, and as we drew 
near it, a shore of rugged misty peaks, whose 


shore-sides had been sheared by time, formed a 
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wall of forboding cliffs. As if some god had 
pulled the tab of a giant zipper, a harbor entrance 
appeared. We knew we had reached New Guinea, 
although we knew not where. As we rounded a 
rocky point, another great armada met our eyes. 
We soon learned that we had reached Hollandia, 
Netherlands New Guinea, and were anchored in 
Humboldt Baai. This harbor was quite pic- 
turesque with its red tiled city, high mountain 
peaks and emerald-smooth lagoons. 

October 18, as we left Hollandia at 0530 in a 
large convoy, Commander Bowker issued a ship- 
board news bulletin, announcing the Philippines 
as our destination. On the 20th we received 
news of first American launching. On October 
22, ammunition and rations were passed out to 
all men and additional shots were given by the 


medical department. 


cE ert 


Philippine Od: 


On the night of October 23, 1944, the 61st 
Battalion arrived in Leyte Gulf, near Tacloban, 
in the Philippine Islands, and while anchored off- 
shore we watched American planes dive-bomb 
Japanese beach positions; destroyers and cruisers 
shell inland positions and our guns shoot down 
marauding Japanese aircraft. There wasn’t a 
daylight hour while at anchor off Leyte Island, 
that we weren’t engaged in action against air at- 


tacks. 


For the next few days, the 61st engaged in 
unloading. The 61st Seabees have the distinction 
of being the first complete Naval Construction 
battalion to land on the Philippines. Withstand- 
ing the bombing raids on shipping and the straf- 
ing while moving inland, the 61st reached their 
plotted camp site near a former Jap air strip. 
Roads were cut out of a sea of mud, and the 
stream of supplies seemed endless as they rolled 


from the beach to our camp. A few men were left 


LST's during the 6lst's invasion of Leyte Island, Philippines, near D-Day 
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A movement of 6Ist equipment on the Leyte Invasion beach, near Dulag 


aboardship to do stevedoring on around-the-clock 
schedules. Winchmen, hatch bosses, and the 
stevedores kept the important lifts going over 
the side, even though Jap bombs were landing in 
the immediate vicinity. 

Several of our men were reported as “missing” 
due to the Japanese combat action. Others were 
turned in as “wounded.” Fortunately, none of 
the 61sters were killed in action. 

Our camp site was located on the southeastern 
end of the Japanese airfield. The airfield itself 
ran through the middle of a rice paddy. Natur- 
ally we couldn’t pitch our tents on the airstrip, 
and, aS a consequence, our new canvas homes 
straddled mud that was knee deep, and in some 
cases, housed quiet limpid pools of clear water. 
The Seabees took old tin cans and set the legs 
of their cots on top of them to get above the water 
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line. During the early days of our encampment, 
we thought the water would recede, but our 
wishes were doomed by a rainfall of 23 inches in 
26 days. The men attempted to dig foxholes but 
found that they filled with water and became 
swimming pools for frogs. Thus, the ingenuity 
of the 61st was taxed, the result being sandbag 
revetments above ground. Nevertheless, in the 
hectic moments of Japanese air attacks many a 
perfect swan-dive was made into water-filled 
foxholes. In fact, the men were not the least bit 
choosey in their selection of protection. Several 
men even dived under a water buffalo. Another 
jumped into a drainage ditch and sprawled flat 
on his stomach atop a fair sized lizard. The 
lizard wiggled furiously, but the man never 
moved. After about ten minutes of this the 


Seabee exclaimed, “Keep quiet, you damned liz- 


ard; do you want to get us both shot?” Another 
chap dove into the culvert pipe and, after the 
raid was over, it took three men to haul him out, 
but yards of skin were lost. 

It can be truthfully said that the few months 
of our Philippine invation were well watered. 
Some men called it the “Slime and Grime” cam- 
paign. No man, regardless of how many pairs 
of shoes he had, had his feet dry for more than a 
Through all this 
slush, the 61st Battalion endured the most desper- 


five-minute period per day. 


ate air attacks the Japanese could muster. The 
men went through hell with a calm fortitude that 
could have only been maintained by hardened 
veterans. Meanwhile the work went on. Men 
acted as visual air-raid spotters and during at- 
tack, the construction men only took cover when 


Japanese planes actually appeared overhead and, 


as soon as they passed over, resumed their jobs. 
Each new day seemed a repetition of the one 
previous. Build and fight, build and fight again, 
and this ritual was never altered. 

As if we hadn’t endured enough, in these early 
days, our camp site was visited by a bit of a 
breeze, a Philippine Typhoon. Yes, we 61st Sea- 
bees lost the struggle with that breeze. It might 
have been said, that a Seabee had once sought 
refuge within, or behind, yards and yards of 
sheer canvas when threatened by capricious 
breezes dancing about in damp abandon. But 
not so this time. The men spent a bewildering 
night under flattened tents. After twelve or so 
hours of this and after the sun had risen, the 
men viewed the sight of tents deflated like a 
newly removd pair of spinster’s bloomers. It 


was an experience never to be forgotten and left 


Ruins of the Dulag Church, Leyte Islands, P. |. 


Ruins of the Dulag Municipal School, Leyte Island, P. I. 


the men with the thought, “A strong rope is 
better than a mere stitch.” 


The day of December 6, 1944, began as a nice 
day for a change. Not too much rain or too 
much sun. An uneventful day until 1700, when 
an air raid signal was sounded. Within a few 
minutes, large flights flew overhead with all 
American guns taking pot shots at them. Not 
much fire was thrown up from our area, as most 
of our anti-aircraft protection had been with- 
drawn several days before. We couldn’t under- 
stand the object of the Japanese planes, but with 
the appearance of large flights of low-flying Japa- 
nese transports overhead, hundreds of Jap para- 
troopers bailed out. Their parachutes looked 
orange in the flaming light of the sunset. The 


61st Seabees, upon viewing this sight, grabbed 
their guns and took up perimeter defense posi- 
tions with lightning-like speed that would have 
been the envy of any assault troops. There was 
little or no confusion. It became apparent to all 
that the objectives of the Jap paratroopers were: 
the 61st camp site, and its equipment, the airfield, 
and the planes and ammunition dumps. This was 
later verified by maps taken from the bodies of 
the Japs. The 61st Seabees took to this action 
like veterans, and for seventy-two hours, or until 
approximately 350 Japs were pocketed and dis- 
posed of, the men kept on the firing line. There 
were many individual and collective acts of hero- 
ism. Judging from the number of Japanese 


bodies in the area, Seabee marksmanship was 
quite good. 
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Doctor Sidney Berman, MC, Senior Medical Officer of the 6lst, 
standing in a typical camp street on Leyte, P. I. 


To say the 61st took advantage of the embar- 
rassing defeat of the Japanese paratroopers is to 
put it mildly. Parachutes and other equipment 
that the Japanees abandoned were soon acquired 
by the enterprising Bees. Evidences of these 
souvenirs were seen soon after in both the United 


States and in camp by such items as silk dresses, 
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fancy shirts, handkerchiefs, pillow cases, and hula 
skirts, the latter being made from the chute rip- 
cords. 

This paratroop action involved many amusing 
Probably the most 


outstanding was the harboring and protection of 


incidents of human interest. 


Filipino civilians. At one time the Seabees were 


Drums of 6lst gasoline dumped at Japanese revetment, Leyte, P, I. 


doing a little grass cutting with tommy guns and 
as one chap yelled, ““Tallyho,” three Filipino girls 
The belligerent 


Seabees vociferously berated one another for not 


popped out of the high grass. 


knowing the difference between pretty Filipino 
girls and Japs. Another incident involved several 
Bees, who had lonely vigils at perimeter outposts 
near a creek after flaunting their carcasses in 
the myriad of erie sounds in the night, one ex- 
claimed, “I don’t mind fighting Japs, but I would 
have preferred scuttling twin-engine frogs that 
patroled the creek.” Another Seabee outpost 
guard was relieved from a parapet watch and 
slumped to the muddy bottom of the foxhole. 


As he 
bawled out his mate for tossing rocks at him 


Shortly thereafter he heard a “plop.” 


while reaching for the alleged stone, he was hor- 
rified to find that it was a Jap grenade. Need- 
less to say, he toossed it out and hit the deck. 


When the 61st Battalion took part in the early 
stages of the Leyte operation, it had its own ci- 
vilian labor group of Filipino men and boys of 
all ages. Some two hundred men were hired by 
the 61st. 


descript apparel, such as sack cloth dungarees and 


They were dressed in various non- 


homespun hemp outfits. Their hats were of every- 
thing from Chinese straw to jaunty GI toppers. 
These Filipinos seemed overjoyed to work for us, 
and every morning and evening one could see 
them lined up at the civilian labor office set up 
by the Battalion. These civilians were picked up 
in their villages by Battalion trucks and brought 
to work each morning. ‘Their work consisted of 
sorting gravel for the air strip, cutting down 
bushes and grass, unloading supplies, and other 
minor jobs to relieve important Seabee workers 
for major tasks. The first payday found the ci- 
vilians lined up at the disbursing office to be paid 


for their work in the new Filipino victory cur- 
rency. The wage scale ran in accordance to the 
skill of the worker, top wage being two pesos and 
twenty-five centavos. Ordinary laborers received 
one peso and twenty-five centavos. Many Sea- 
bees had their laundry done by civilians and were 
amazed when it was returned to them nicely 
pressed. It did seem unusual to see a GI stroll 
nonchalantly down a muddy company street with 
a razor-edged crease in his dungarees. Yeah, in 
fact, it was quite a sight! 

Contrary to all previous amphibious landings 
made by the 61st Seabees, we were assigned to 
work regularly with the Army and its engineers. 
Heretofore all operations had been carried out in 
conjunction with the United States Marine Corps. 
However, this assignment with the Army on 
Leyte was for only the first part of our stay in 


the Philippine Invasion. Seabees and soldiers 
worked side-by-side, battling the mud, in the 
construction of and reconversion of Japanese air- 
fields for our airplanes. In this connection, Lt. 
Col. M. S. Webb and Capt. McCall of the 6th 
United States Army were quartered in our camp 
to act as liaison officers. 


Dulag was our seaport for incoming supplies 


and materials, and our camp was some seventeen 


kilometers inland from that port. When we first 
invaded the beaches at Dulag, the municipal school 
building, an old Spanish Church, and the majority 
of the homes had been leveled by naval shelling 
and aerial bombardments of the American Fleet. 
Everything was rush-rush as we came ashore. 
Filipino civilians stood wide eyed as they watched 
the might of American arms pouring inland. 


Whenever possible, the Filipinos assisted on beach 


Filipino family, their carabao and home near the 6Ist Camp on Leyte 
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Interior of typical Filipino home on Leyte Island 


operations, and as we pushed inland, men, women, 
and children lined along the path, holding up two 
fingers in a victory sign and yelling at the Sea- 
bees, “Victory.” The only discordant feature in 
this trek was the presence of dead Jap bodies and 
the pungent odors that went with them. It is 
entirely possible that the nonchalance displayed 
by the Seabees in ignoring the Japanese dead 
would seem hard and thick-skinned to Statesiders. 
The truth of the matter was that the Seabees had 
neither the time nor inclination to dispose of 
these bodies. As we traveled along, combat pa- 
trols operated on the flanks in search for snipers. 

On November 18, 1944, representatives of the 
12th United States Naval Construction Regiment 
met with our project officers. Lt Elsperman and 
a crew of approximately 200 men were assigned 


to build a fleet headquarters at Tolosa, Leyte. 


This crew performed outstanding work in the 
erection of Quonset huts and general fleet installa- 
tions at Tolosa. A noteworthy incident occurred 
when a large flotilla of LCI’s were due to start 
an invasion mission to the north. It was discov- 
ered that there was no way for these craft to re- 
plenish their water supply in time to maintain 
their schedule. When the 61st Seabees of Tolosa 
Detachment heard of this, they immediately 
pitched in to alleviate this situation by running 
a pipe line from their well to the beach and 
pumped water from there to the LCI’s. This bit 


of “Can Do” was hailed by the Commander of 


the Philippine Sea Frontier, who cited our men 


thusly: “The Commander of the Philippine Sea 
Frontier wishes to express his appreciation for 
the excellent effort of the 61st Seabees in being 
able to accomplish the watering of the ships of 
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LCL) -Flotila No. <2: in so prompt and effi- 
Without this water, these ships 


would have been delayed in partaking in certain 


cient manner. 


important pending operations, thus postponing 
these operations for a later date.” 

Not only the Quonset huts were built at Tolosa, 
three bridges were built, radio antennas erected, 
pipe line laid, and communications installed. The 
Tolosa detachment did a fast and complete job on 
all assignments. 

On December 11, Army Intelligence sent a 
memorandum to the Seabees concerning the final 
survey of our action against Japanese paratroop- 
ers. This report stated that the Jap paratroopers 
carried new ordnance equipment and special A/B 
equipment such as medicines and uniforms. Ex- 
tra material was dropped in equipment chutes 


included demolition and incendiary grenades. This 


airborne attack was apparently coordinated with 
a small break-through in the vicinity of Buri. 

It was also reported that some 35 Japanese had 
sought cover in the village of Maliquenabat across 
the airstrip, while the inhabitants of that village 
ran for their lives to the village of Calbasag. 
The 61st Seabees captured several dozen para- 


chutes, all of which were white but in two sizes. 


In spite of the danger, a few men thoughtlessly 


sought souvenirs. 
Shortly after the episode of the paratroopers, 
the bulk of the Battalion embarked for another 


island, Samar, that had been previously deter- 


mined as an ideal area for new construction. 


This trip, however short, was one that men would 
Both from the standpoint of the 


greeting they received on their arrival and, after 


never forget. 


living in mud for months, having their feet on dry 


Home industry, Filipino family, near 61st Camp on Leyte, weaving cloth for the household 


Filipino kitchen, Calbasag, Leyte, P. I. 


ground and wearing dry shoes again. The erec- 
tion of a camp site there proved to be an easier 
task than that on Leyte. 

The Filipino people, as we soon learned, were 
very hospitable and extremely courteous. Their 
appearance was short, well developed, muscular, 
yellow-brown in color, black eyed, and coal-black 
hair. They walked in a very erect and straight 
posture; this was especially true of the women. 
The lithesome grace with which the most ordinary 
belle walked down the dirt road would be the 
envy of any debutante. The grace in posture, 
so natural to the Filipino, is acquired through 
the life-long habit of carrying everything on the 
top of their heads instead of in their hands. The 
sight of men, women, and children balancing tre- 
mendous loads atop their heads, while their hands 


swung freely, was a sight that never failed to awe 


the hardened Seabees. One Seabee remarked, 
“Gosh, they carry everything but the kitchen sink 
up there.” 

Not only the people, but the scenery as well, 
was extremely interesting. The Seabees saw the 
timbered wealth of the Philippines. Wild life ran 
rampant in both the cool rain forest of the high 
mist-shrouded mountain peaks and the very dense 
lowland forest of gigantic hardwood trees. These 
forests contained over 150 hardwoods of com- 
mercial value—everything from mahogany to the 
finest teakwood. 

There were enough animals in the forests to 
make it seem as if we were in a natural zoo. 
The men saw such things as small wildcat, known 
as the Civet, Flying Fox Batt, the unbelievable 
Tasiar monkey with enormous deer-like eyes and 


the usual variety of varied colored lizards. We 


also saw birds of many colors, most of which we 
couldn’t identify. However, our old feathered 
companions, Parakeets, Parrots, and Cockatoos 
were very much in evidence. 

Many of the men took advantage of their spare 
time, after things had quieted down, to make 
sight-seeing trips. They visited picturesque lit- 
tle villages nestled deep in the mountains near 
crystal-clear streams and beautiful waterfalls. 
The men found that these villages were, however, 
more picturesque from a distance than at close 
hand. As could be expected of the Seabees, they 
returned from these trips laden with souvenirs, 
everything from Jap swords to Filipino cooking 
pots. 

Three villages were in the neighborhood of our 
San Pablo camp on Leyte. They were Malaquena- 
lot, Calbasag, and Julita. The inhabitants of 


these villages made it a point to become ac- 
quainted individualy with the members of the 
61st. They invited the Seabees to dinners, par- 
ties, and dances. The dinners consisted of such 
items as Carabao steaks, baked camotes, young 
corn on the cob, fresh coconut milk, and fried 
banana fritters. The parties were usually small 
meetings with a Filipino family, during which 
time refreshments were served. The dances were 
usually held in either the municipal school or a 
city hall with a wornout phonograph serving as 
an orchestra. The first time the men went to 
one of these dances very weird music greeted 


their ears as the records, in most cases, were of 


‘ancient vintage plus a few Japanese records. The 


very next time, the 61sters were invited to attend 
a Filipino dance, our musicians carried their in- 


struments on their backs and waded through the 


Wash day on Leyte, near the Tolosa 6lst Camp 


The town of Tolosa, Leyte, P. I.; Old Spanish Fort shown on top of distant hill. 


rice paddies. The Filipinos were so pleased at our 
thoughtfulness, they laughed, giggled and shouted 
their approval and thanks. 

With the exception of the Seabees stationed at 
Tolosa, the entire Battalion prepared to move to 
Samar Island in the Philippines. It had rained 
so much that all existing roads leading to the 
main highway to the beach had become ribbons 
of glue-like quagmires. Therefore the road con- 
struction crews were forced to build new roads 
in order to get our equipment out to the Leyte 
beaches. The men packed their gear, struck 
their tents, and loaded aboard trucks. Upon 
reaching the beaches, they grouped together to 
await transportation across Leyte Gulf aboard 
LCT’s. After several hours’ delay, we drove our 
equipment and trucks up the lowered ramps into 
the yawning mouths of the LCT’s after dark. 
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Each LCT, upon being fully loaded, pulled off the 
beach to anchor 500 yards off-shore to await 
further orders. After many hours of this mo- 
notony, interrupted briefly by an air raid, the 
LCT lifted her hook and got underway just before 
dawn. The open-water crossing to Samar was 
uneventful, other than the usual complaints of 
appalling lack of food. 

Many of the men en route to Samar never 
descended from the trucks until their destination 
was reached. They endured both the sweltering 
heat of the sun and chilly rains of the night. 
They dozed in their full combat dress, wearing 
helmets, cartridge belts filled with ammunition, 
and with guns in their hands. 

When the first LCT neared the coastline of 
Samar, the weary Seabees discovered that they 
were to land at the town of Guiuan, which was 


located at the tip end of the finger-like peninsula. 
As they neared the town, hundreds of Filipino 
outrigger canoes swarmed out from the shore- 
It seems that the 


entire populace of Guiuan had mysteriously re- 


line to surround our craft. 


ceived word of our proposed landing there. So 
many outriggers jammed around our craft that 
it took two hours of frantic signaling, palaver- 
ing, and yelling before we could clear the water 
enough to get inshore. No sooner had the ramp 
been lowered than swarms of civilians came 
aboard, girls and men alike threw their arms 
around the necks of the Seabees in joyous greet- 
ings. All the Filipinos were anxious to assist in 
anything we had to do, but so many were jammed 
aboard the ship that they hindered rather than 
helped us. After some effort, our equipment 


rolled ashore and started towards our camp site. 


6lst Seabees’ chow hall, Tolosa Camp, Leyte, P. I. 
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Our path of travel through the town of Guiuan 
was lined on either side by cheering civilians who 
held their fingers up in “V for victory” sign. 
When we arrived at our proposed camp site, 
the mayor of Guiuan had arrived there ahead of 
us with a brass band. The Seabees were amazed 
as they could not understand from whence came 
the musical instruments. Upon being questioned, 
the mayor told us that they had buried the in- 
struments during the Japanese occupation and 
brought them out when they heard of our pro- 
posed landing on Samar. 
Our Samar camp site was situated in a coconut 
grove in which several Filipino thatched houses 
were located. There were also extensive plant- 
ings of camotes. By necessity, the Filipinos were 
evacuated and the bulldozers cleared the camote 


patches. One aged Filipino woman, although 
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Provincial Capitol Building of Leyte Island, at Tacloban 


she had been fully paid for all her assets, stood 
by and wept profusely as the bulldozers destroyed 
the camote crop. The dozer operator was so 
deeply touched that he stopped, got off his ma- 
chine, and went over, placed his arms around the 
little old lady to try to give some solace. 

In the construction of the camp, hundreds of 
Filipino laborers were hired to do the job and, 
for the first time, several Filipino clerical workers 
were engaged and proved to be quite proficient. 
As the camp began to assimilate the appearance 
of permanency, Lt. Commander Koopman and 
Lieutenant McCann put the wheels of airfield 
construction into motion. Round-the-clock sched- 
ules were established, and the crews were split 
up into three shifts. In order not to lose time 
traveling to and from camp for meals, lunches 
and coffee were sent out to the airfield crews on 
the job. 
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Our old equipment, at the time, was in de- 
plorable condition and called for our repair crews 
to work day and night to keep them rolling. The 
combination of shifts and constant repairs en- 
abled our Battalion to maintain a pace ahead of 
schedule. Officers from outside units often asked 
how it was possible to turn out so much work 


with such wornout equipment. 


Following our arrival on Samar, the 61st Bat- 
talion set several precedents, one of which was 
the re-establishment of Masonry back in the 
Philippines. During the latter part of December, 
1944, a group of 61st Seabees, all of whom were 
Masons, got together to form a nucleus of an 
organization that would be instrumental in the 
return of Masonry to ticce islands. Officers 


were elected, club laws were presented, discussed, 


and adopted; and regular meeting times were es- 
tablished. Governor Earl Warren, of the State 
of California, was made the first honorary mem- 
ber of the Samar Club. 

Another “first”? by the 61st Seabees startled 
but pleased Filipinos and service forces alike. In 
the town of Guiuan stands an old Spanish church 
This old church 


was named the Immaculate Conception and had 


approximately 310 years old. 


withstood the travails of both war and weather. 
It was built of natural stone, and the stained 
windows were hand-pared sea shells of many 
colors. The interior was large and somewhat 
musty. The altar was a masterpiece of statuary 
The Seabees 


found that they couldn’t hear mass when the 


and of old Spanish architecture. 


church was full on account of the poor acoustics. 


thereupon they conceived the idea of installing a 


public address system in the church and, since it 
was Christmastime, install loud speakers in the 
belfry. When this extra-curricular project was 
completed, the 61sters played electrical transcrip- 
tions of Christmas Carols, the music of which 
could be heard all over town. The surprised and 
mystified Filipinos, at first, couldn’t figure out 
from just where the music was emanating, but 
they were pleased nevertheless. 

Adjacent to Samar, in Leyte Gulf, lies the island 
This island was the first sighted 
by Magellan on March 16, 1551, when he was 


sailing around the world. 


of Homonhon. 


Several of his crew 
died and a few were too sick to continue the 
voyage, thus those men were left there. Today, 
there are several rocks there to commemorate 


this landing spot. 


Street scene, Tacloban, Leyte Island, P. |.; Mercedes Theater, second building on left 
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SAMAR 


Philippine SY, nds 


On December 25, the 61st Battalion celebrated 
another Christmas overseas. A party was held 
at 2000 in the chow hall. Our Christmas tree em- 
belished the front of the hall. This tree was a 
Backhan tree, native to the Philippines. It had 
short leaves and many suitable branches for orna- 


ments. It was thoroughly decorated and featured 


a hand-drawn Santa Claus in front of it. The 
chow hall rafters were decorated with crepe pa- 
per. The singing of Christmas Carols and serv- 
ing refreshments were a source of entertainment, 
reminiscent of the Christmas spent in the Solo- 
mons. 


Shortly after Christmastime, six men of the 


6Ist Seabees land on Samar Island, P. |., near the town of Guiuan. Entire civil populace lines 


the shore in celebration of their liberation by the Seabees. 
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61st Battalion were awarded purple heart medals 
and citations through Commander B. M. Bowker 
at special exercise held in the 61st theater area. 
Commander Bowker was assisted by Lt. Com- 
mander Koopman and Chaplain Scott in making 
these awards. These were forwarded to the 
men with congratulations and expression of full 
appreciation for the sacrifices made for their 
country. The six men receiving the awards were: 
S. G. Autrey, CM3c; R. A. Shannon, Ptric; H. 
Kohler, CCM(PA); J. L. Donavon, Cox.; C. M. 
Stunz, CCM(T) ; and J. R. Whaley, CMIc. 
Saturday, 14 April 1945, held a special signifi- 
cance for the 61st Battalion in that it was the 
second anniversary of overseas service for the 


Battalion. The date also had the distinction of 


being the day on which the Samar airstrip proj- 
ect surpassed one million total yards of excava- 
tion moved. This amount far exceeded the yard- 
age of any previous 61st Seabee Battalion job. 
The totals from the period from 6 December 1944, 
to 14 April 1945, are as follows: 

Cubic yards of excavation moved, 1,000,000. 

Acres of heavy clearing 0... 360 

Acres of hard coral surfacing 2.23) 90 

This large amount of heavy construction work 
was completed in less than four months, despite 
unusually heavy rainfall and handicaps of old 
equipment, most of which had seen two years of 
continuous service. 

Lieut. McCann extended another ‘well done” 


to heavy equipment operators, truck drivers, 


Town square of Guiuan, Samar, P, I. 


Municipal School Building, Guiuan, Samar, near the town square 


dynamite and clearing groups, engineering, sur- 
veyors, mechanics and welders in both field and 
shop, supervisors and checkers, maintenance, tire, 
fuel, and greasemen, light tower operators, galley 
service, Filipino civilian labor, and all others that 
helped in this work. 

Hard work, close cooperation, able supervision, 
courage, and intestinal fortitude were the things 
that made possible such accomplishments. 

Fourteen April 1945 was also a day of celebra- 
tion, a day filled with various activities honoring 
our second anniversary overseas. Free beer was 
issued to the men, sporting events were held dur- 
ing the afternoon. A USO show of four clever 
feminine artists was presented on a newly con- 
structed stage. This stage, by the way, was unique 


both architecturally and in the way it was con- 
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ceived. The plans, material and actual construc- 
tion were products of ingenuity of a half dozen 
enlisted men. 

Quonset hut material was converted into a 
modern type stage. It called for radical usage of 
such material, even though architecturally a 
Stateside job. The finished product resembled a 
streamlined stage of a movie house. The screen 
was placed above the shell-like stage and both 
were flanked by modernistic wing panels. They 
started with black at the top and were followed 
down with yellow, green, and maroon respectively. 
The interior of the shell was a soft gray. 

Customary, to veteran Seabee tradition, the 
6lsters began their third year by hard and eruell- 
ing work. Nevertheless, as the days and months 
seemed to roll on, nostalgic looks were visible in 
many eyes... 


— 


Summing up two years overseas, plus an ap- 
proximate five months in the States, the 61st 
veteran Seabees have endured about all the dif- 
ferent experiences that troops could in wartime. 
Everything from mud, hard work, and heat to 
monotonous hours endured in foxholes during air 
raids and their share of combat. At the present 
writing, those who remain, of the original com- 
plement of men that came overseas in April, 


1943, are turning their thoughts of the future to- 


wards home rather than another job. This, of 


course, springs from vague murmurings of a ro- 


tation plan that may send the “old timers’”’ State- 


side for a leave. 


It is fitting that some chronological and pic- 
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torial tribute should be made in due homage to the 
fighting Seabees of the 61st. No publication, no 
matter how sincere the effort, can fully grasp the 
spirit with which these men carried out their 
duties, nor can it illustrate the thousands of per- 
sonal sacrifices made by the men. We know that 
several years of back-breaking duty, mud-wading, 
Jap baiting, the endless hours of heat and the 
experiencing of such discomforts as bombing at- 
tacks, strafing, typhoons, and floods have not been 
in vain. 

There have been too many individual aeeon™ 
plishments to list them all, or even in a greater 
part, in these several hundred pages, but the 


generalization of the over-all is our tribute to 


their very magnificance. 


Camp site of the 6lst Seabees prior to the erection of living quarters 
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Whrl Projects 


The one outstanding thing about the 61st Seabees, to my mind, was the 
amount and variety of work successfully completed. It was the first battalion 
to be commissioned in Camp Peary. Having left the United States on April 
14, 1943, the 61st arrived at Guadalcanal May 16, and started working immedi- 
ately, while unloading the ship, which took ten days, under repeated bombing at- 
tacks. The 61st started maintenance and rebuilding of Henderson Field. The 
Battalion maintained two camps, one of which was near the Ilu River and the 
second, ten miles away, near Koli. Only a quarter of the Battalion was assigned 
to build the bomber field near the Koli Camp. The 14th, 26th, and 46th Sea- 
bees were on the island at the time. As they left the island, their projects 
were assigned to the 61st until the burden of work practically staggered the 
Battalion. At one time, 19 cranes and shovels, 24 tractors, 9 power graders, 
9 welding machines, and two sawmills were operated simultaneously by the 
crews of the 61st. The work included such varied items as: maintenance and 
reconstruction of Henderson Field; building of pilots camps and airfield fa- 
cilities; engineering; mapping; drafting work; construction of Koli Bomber 
Field; building and operating AVGAS tank farm; building pontoon barges; 


constructing finger piers; docks and bridges; digging numerous drainage 


ditches; building camps for three admirals, one of whom was Admiral Halsey ; 
erecting water tank towers and digging wells; building and maintaining roads; 
operating gas station, refrigeration banks and ice plants; welding and re- 
pairing LST’s and larger ships; digging gravel out of rivers; saving trestle 
bridges during sudden floods by lifting the debris of trees and trash with clam 
buckets over the bridges and pulling large trees on to the river banks with 
tractors and long cables; repairing everything from watches to tractors; 
moving native huts; operating pontoon barges; logging and operating saw- 
mills; helping to unload ships; and dozens of other projects. 

After a thirty-day leave, in New Zealand, was cut short to eighteen days, the 
61st was rushed back to Guadalcanal and given three days to pack and move 
all gear and equipment to the beach and allotted 28 hours to load aboard LST’s 
and LCI’s for the invasion of Emirau Island. Upon arrival on Emirau, four 
months were spent there building a coral airport, roads and camps. There- 
after, two months were occupied going to Banika Island in the Russell group, 
and re-equipping for another big push. On 28th of September, 1944, the Bat- 
talion left Banika and traveled via the Admiralty Islands, Hollandia, New 
Guinea, to arrive in Leyte Gulf, in the Philippines on the night of the 23rd, 
October, 1944. The next day the 61st went ashore at Dulag from the two 
AK’s. Jap air raids were continuous. The Battalion was assigned to the 
Army to build an airstrip. After fighting mud, rain, and snipers for weeks, 
the Army abandoned the San Pablo Strip, the Buri Strip, and Bayog Strip. 

Work was done by the 61st on all those airfields, plus work on Dulag 
Strip and roads. With a quarter of the Battalion left at Tolosa to build fleet 
headquarters, the remainder landed on Samar Island where they constructed 
an air strip and completed miscellaneous work projects. 
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PROJECTS COMPLETED ON GUADALCANAL 


Dates indicate time work began. 


MO AMMO MnO Me NOSULOU) tar. e's fo Sas ee van ee ee es 17 
Construction of Glst Teneru Camp ......... peer ph ER er RE a i 
Constaeion, OF Gils Ikan (Genny . 5 yee eos ee ee 18 
Mia \onancCnOnme Pendersonshieldstcm 3 Fs okay Sleds. ee 8 oe 20 
Gonsrructionsonprendercom Pield, jus oe 8. eS ee em ee Baw 20 
Maintenance and construction on Fighter No.1 ............ = 5 SAU) 
Maintenance and construction on Fighter No.2 ........... ere io es BPAY) 
Pontoons Barges Assembly) 4: nee et. Seo petal Meee ele ae gene bate 20 
Piven OMmOLmO AERC Ve RHClOM lL a xIWAVS fos tens cs ote a ys meta we ea ay 
Construction of Koli Bomber Field ......... oly es ee A Wipe 
teterca-hoadmConstruction <u. tas A) bs Soy eek ei oe an Pe ees) 
Henderson Field Topographic Mapping .:......... Pare. urea le 
(Retcrem LOpooraphicm Mappinome fase. So ee. es de st oR Ons, A 25 
Unloading 47th Seabee Battalion eee ie ee, So a: 25 
Developing Gravel Pit in Matapona River Sg: co as a Pe Ore ee 25 
Constructionso1 Anchorages at. Kokumbond, we. -.% Sr. 5 9 eR ow Vm ale. 28 
IANO Caren COME aneen: . <2 sank 6 6 ote 2 olin bons os Seem entgue abode at tO 
Black Cat Camp Construction Se ® yee oy Rec On Tare. I eer ae 29 
Pilot’s Camp Construction, Fighter ENG ele Sea eeee ee ee, 1 
Nialorigm@Ontloun yy OG me maeney Visite Ce ete iu okt A CU on eee us i ele 1 
General Engineering and Designing “Work mat alee Cbg oo eee 
Wate ie Oars OOd Vero Kc Oll ge air is Chow ag Ne ue SMR. fc, se Sa SS Ps 4 
Operation of Sawmill and Procuring Piling ......... . Rote eek CLO 
Const cictiONnmOime.c ile wall © eer segien) parle ees Ps. detour tite. de Pee ead 2d AU) 
Construction of Air Center Dispensary .. ..... Se aoe one 20 
Constuiclionmoigs @Avlmands blacks Cats Operavionsum aera a feted |e 20 
Conctructionmo:a Dispensary, at, Highter No. tis 228. eo 3» all 
Praimacerote bonded litotvel Ves Ginkmrcg so: 2) ka. ye dee Pe eres 
Hurmiture. Constructioniin: Carpenter ohop 2.8% . 0s Oo a. es pee AG 
Construction of SBD-TBF Operations on Pagoda Hill Pen RLs bork Fh 27 
iti hOtomlaAboratoryas CONSCMUCTIONM En eye 7 ean |. 28 
Sonstpuctionvols Hendersom ueld. Dispensary: *< 4.100 Sse fe we eo ee 29 
Construction, of-- Operational. Huts, att Fighter’ No. Lo.e. 2". 5.8 67. se. fe 
Operation of Lunga River Gravel Pit and Teneru Coral Pit ..... eo 
COs: Of Ausmmibemn Cong Wein Cem) 5s 2 5: wo chs a 6 oo eo PS 
Disposal of Trash Pile Beyond Henderson Field .......... bo a 
Cope ruction wate ABU NOs samp aye se 2 ates ke ke ee BM a 9 
HaGCacmouppiuesstuteConstruction ats Lungan 2.5 « Sy.c. ils Seuss Bs} « 10 
Consirucwon,On Navy Gokwotores: Buildings (4. 8.8 % eo. Oo ee 10 
Wicldingmepairse One © rulsersatmlLUlagd mss cee ee ere Bala Ge ae 14 
NOBeCommunicationse Department at. lungay 4 ee ea ce ee 17 
CoustructionsoLe Henderson, HieldsOperations Hut). 24%... 2.2.4) - AN 
Coueciumom\iarcston) Mat-andeleving Grid’... a i 4 .deomea s A. eases es 18 
Sawacino opare: Partetfrom.2Burned Vehicles ~. >... 208 po Se a oS 18 
Perecvioneolgoional  Lowermate Kukumy beach #26. uk Sh al 66 ees hos 20 
Soponrucwonnoiy Aly U OhOpssandsCamp son. cy i/o. a ae Gs ee. rk ne Be al 20 
PMitiniOnemeniehepaire: to wiotelawerGimkies «244°. G) a Sens) ae elas, 4-5 21 
Construction of Ordnance Shops at Henderson Field ............. 21 
Highway and Bridge Surveys Around Henderson Field ........... 22 
Minho: laboratory Additional Construction ~~, 2 2). Sig ees cosa tag, Cae OA 
Camp mandehighway sign Painting %. 2-008 Soa oe eo ns te 
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May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 


Upper Lunga River Bridge 


61st dock workers building a pier at Guadalcanal Guadalcanal jungle road prior to construction by the 6lst 


PROJECTS COMPLETED ON GUADALCANAL (Continued) 


ener aALOcmyy ateleal sDlOOGY | KOI ee fo) ws. Oo oe SS ina Sale et bat 25 July 
WOnsteucttonmole Veale UGrAt LUN Ga oc Bed toe st a 27 July 
Special Mission to Construct on Malaitia | . 5 oh ae ee PA AR 


August 
August 
August 
August 
August 


Construction of Ordnance Huts and Magazines at Fighter No. 1 3 
Getting out Piling for Pier Construction ee rae 3 
Quonset Hut Hrection at NOB fi 2s ce. 3 
Refrigeration Installations at RNZAF Camp 3 
Construction of Barge Piers at Teneru Beach 3 
Loading Rack Construction at Kukum Coral Pit ; 5 August 
Messing Facilities at 18th Air Force ......... a 0 -AUSUSt 
Constructionsor, Operational Huta Vorb4) 0 2s8. wo 2. Ae, ery OMe A USISL 

5 

5 

6 

ts 

8 

8 

8 


Construction of Amphibious Boat Supply Depot Hut en eat es: August 
Supply Office NOB Hut Erection aie ee: August 
Topographic Survey ARU Camp 3 
Construction of Stairway to Tower Fighter 1 Ly bey UI RO ac a 

Com-Air-Sols Camp Quarters. and Mess Hall Construction ........ 


August 
August 
August 


Construction of Field Operations Hut, Fighter No. 1 Meena 2 tector August 
Radio and Radar Storage Building Construction, 557th AWS ....... August 
Dismantings Lunga i reight, Building’ 3-2... 2S sae eS aaa, 12 August 
Emections of _Koliy Point. Signal lower. =. 9yo: ©. 2 O50 Gas sce De 20 August 
Construction of Officers’ Quarters, Additions to Fighter No. 1 Sy, eee) 20 August 
AUN Bae Commande rsisac Cll Ce mar pr mreen Wmeur rot or ae ie ier Sn hn, 21 August 
Clearing of ROU for Base Radio Control Lines ........ ete Soke August 
Construction of Information Center Fighter NOM ARR M Te ilcaee se soe) 25 August 
Construction of Office and Shelving in CNB Radio Warehouse Peat oe eo AUSUSt 
Construction of Point Cruz Signal Tower . . 2 et ge aaa hele 30 August 
Construction of Chain Fall Structure Fighter No. “Shp ae 30 August 
Construction of Heads, TBF Operations ..... nate. ee ... . 8 September 
Grading for Carney Field Magazine Huts ......... ..... . 8 September 
Homing Beacon Housing at Bloody Knoll ........ Pon teams FY: 2 2 >a 5 September 
Constructionsotmenampswe AS Ued-le ee he 5 eee ee ~t... % September 
Construction of Briefing Room Strike Command ........... 7 September 
Construction of Beacons west of Point Cruz ..... ee Onoeptember 
Pre OmiW arenouser i Unoar COASbammmnahy mi. Gren Es cr) dlc Ne esas een ete ns 9 September 
Eunsaerancers-oint Construction 4... 222 228g. 03 2 fe. ee 16 September 
Bulkheade Constructions atek Oli omnis blcreA ssa opt ee 16 September 
Clearing for Telephone Lines Carney to Henderson Field ....... 17 September 
Topographic Survey for 66th Technical Reconnaissance Camp ... . 16 September 
Water Tower and Tank Construction for Service Command Signal Depot, 16 September 
Minewepotehopooraphic SULVe Vien aaeee Sire ee aeee a as 18 September 
avehia Ishi, Comemaoacyn, KOAUSIOF anh 5 a Bo oe on oleae on 6 ol-cens soo uela 19 September 
PEUreCHiOuelUN cet olde LiVisiON ra Re et fe SPRL A te ans ee 19 September 
SVC VeOLM ae Viee MeN TCU aA So Agee sirene gtd. tao en | NN ae Ft ees ee . 19 September 
SMaLCrEeL Anke rections: Asks Oy 103 co. vie te ae Sek we aces 21 September 
RepaiksmtOmonson StOrenandgk OsateNOB seen. ioe nd trace eos bee ee 22 September 
Constructionmotslort. Dinrectors@.Ollicema. | 846 2 6 es ose ae. _. . . 25 September 
Camouflaging Dispensary 38th Service Squadron ............ 27 September 
Construction and Erection of Kukum Beach Markers ......... 28 September 
Biniding ot eMaterial. bins;. Lunga’Radio-Shop ...... . 2). 2. 44; .-. 29 September 
iietalacnonmote wield) Lighting, Koli wield 0) 3.7.0.0.) vasa kee 8 29 September 
Removal of Ship Buoys and Pontoon Barge from Waterfront .... 380 September 
Tent Decking and Framing FPO Personnel. ..... . Some eerste wer OCtober 
Fender Pile Replacement Koli Pier C ..... Oe mete ce ee tal ame 1 October 


Bin Construction for Ordnance Training Film Hut... ..... 1 October 
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6lst crews laying mat on Koli Field, Guadalcanal 


| First American plane lands on Koli Field. 
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PROJECTS COMPLETED ON GUADALCANAL (Continued) 


Repair Air Compressor Building Machine Base ............. 
Survey and Design for New Lunga High Level Bridge 
Construction of Bridge Approaches to New piace 
Construction of Upper Lunga Bridge 
Construction of Overpass Near Bridge 
Comencenrenom Oi IIN VAIN Wiss, Isle a5 2, 2 ee ye | 
Improvements to SCAT Freight and Passengers Buildings 
Build COM-SO-PAC (Admiral Halsey) Camp 
Construction on COM-AIR-GUAD. Officers’ Camp 

Pakanoeooundings  Ofimaw estmiukumybeach= jo... 6. 5 a a ee 
Making Laboratory and Office Equipment 12 PIU 
Build Additions to 17th Photo Laboratory 
Ei ee reCZere tt OUSLTOMNG Leeman, ewe mite ch ans oy Ot bie & ha wh fe OS g 
Erect Quonset Huts Staff Headquarters NOB 
Construct Ordnance Film Dryer Hut 
Construct Telephone Pole Line 
Nepal MON mILUN Paw OCACKMEICES sauewr ee te Ree nk ee ai ss Be ee 
Paint Camouflage—Various Places 
RepaimeeiereN O.- eben erp beach man anit «herrea ah teginy fee ee ky. 
Build 66th TAC. RECON. Group Camp 
Welding Project on S.S. Hines 
Dig well in Mine Depot 
Plumbing and Incinerator Work in COM- AIR- So- PAC. Camp 
Build Boat Dispatchers’ Shack, Lunga Beach 
Repair Dugout DSIO=] =): 
Buldmellendersonseliielda: Chapelimee assent ae ere eee 
Install Water Heaters PATSU 1-1 
Additions to Army Weather Station 
ANGHOTREIONGIS Quehe NOROV AAI: seh ty ye ees ces — yet en Ne ne er er a 
Rehabilitate old MAB Mess Hall 

Operate Utilities Formerly Operated by 14th Seabees 
Guard 14th Seabee Camp ie 

Erect Huts at Material Recovery Unit 
Build Foundations Torpedo Magazines 
Repair Docks at Koli Point 

Build Dispensary for Lunga Boat Pool 
Various Welding Jobs on LST’s 
Repair Navy Supply Warehouse No. 4 
Move Timbers on Kukum Beach 
Dig Well at 14th Seabee Camp 
Improvements to COM-AIR-SO- PAG Camp 
Install Reefer at SCAT . 
Gravel Parking Areas at Fighter No. 1 
Special Mission at West Cape 
Maintenance of Refrigeration and Ice Machines 
Construction of Kukum Ship Pier No. 2 
Operate Island Machine Shop .. . 
Build Roads COM-AIR-SO-PAC Camp 
Survey and Map COM-AIR-SO-PAC Camp 
Operate Pontoon Assembly Plant 
Additions to 12th Photo 
Construction at Camp Crocodile . 
Additional Works for COM-AIR-SO-PAC Camp 
Tank Construction at Koli Camp 
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. October 


. October 
. October 
. October 
. October 

October 
. October 
. October 


November 


November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
November 
N 
N 
N 
N 


Jovember 
Yovember 
Yovember 
Yovember 
November 
November 


} 


sae 


Solomon Islanders assist the 6Ist Seabees in laying mat on Koli Field, Guadalcanal. 


Cementing the end of Koli Bomber Field runway, Guadalcanal 
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PROJECTS COMPLETED ON GUADALCANAL 


Improvement of Boat Harbor 
Drainage Ditch for COM-AIR-GUAD SMe Nici ee OL WA 
Collectinomandm Shipping s bOontoOons =n). 2. 4 420. se 
Dri leewellaa terme Cache eseeege sl. 6 3) oss 
Operating Utilities Formerly Onemied by 26th Seabees 

1. Marine and Navy Power Station 

2. Five Generator Stations and Line Crews 

8. Ice Plant 

4, Aviation Gasoline Tank Farm, Lunga 
Asphalt Road Construction at Lunga ........ 
Siimavaregrel \Werameay Werte) 9 9 ey ae be 
Build Tables, Gen. Harmon’s Camn ., 
Construct Ship Watering Point, Pipe iene to Kukum Dock No. 
Ditdeiuteexplorers Club CNB A eee. fo5 05 6 a 
Bild boxine hing. w servicemen s (Clubs ct. 1c) 0.2 . Sw fa. 2 
ANGKGINEICINE: HO: LN AbaWae AMaNea eG So. ns SURO wane ee ee 
SrademAiyAMOLOLaAge MA TCASME a elie bor eaedt Ck Tec i 
Grade and Gravel Roads to RNZAF Freeda uertera 
ike ibealsinxe- AMM, INOS. Ss hon se ee oe ere 
Maintain Trunk Line Roads ........ meer toa Se She ee: 
Repair Lunga River Bridge 
Construct Housing VJ-9 Officers 
Replace Submarine Fuel Line at Lunga Tank Farm 
Repair Kukum Ship Dock 
Assist 27th Seabees on Road Project 
Replace Port Directors Office Roof, NOB 
Ine [ORG] ASAE 2s 6 oo oe ao 3 Oe ; 
lyre “MEO IDO” 5 a 6 6 oc 5 0 nm © 
Repair, PAB-24, Kukum Ae Ae : 
Construct Roads and Fire Breaks in Bomb uk IN Ost Sew cree sete 
TBouilke! Wha Wieder (Carols Ohlins’ NS 2 2 yo 5 on a gs cone 
Grade Kukum Beach Road 
Construct Compass Rose at Henderson Field and at Fighter No. 2 
Gravel Plane Parking Areas ape Pls 
Repair HE. Kukum Finger Pier 
Grading in Sun Valley Ammunition Dump 
Dismantle Quonset Hut and Re-erect at 18th Se eae Camp 


Repair Metapona River Bridge : . 


Cable Tool Well Drilling for Service Command 
Gravel ASA Storage Area No. 1 ape Meee ye on re pie 
[Rayon Ibuaed Aeere INO, Mba hee ool gen cere Pie ast ae Meee 


Inspection of all water distillation Units 


Grading Roads, Service Command, F. A., and Admiral Halsey’s roy Je ere ee 


Dig Well Boat Repair Unit 


hepmaces Liling at Aukum= Beach, No. 17-Beach -( 4 % 2% Gis. hn 2 3 


Erect Quonset Huts at Camp Crocodile ........ 


Repair Both Kukum and Pt. Cruz Docks atk: | : ; ee 


Erect Stran and Dallas Huts, Henderson Field 

Drainage at ARU Warm-up Ramp 

Road Building, Near 40th Division Camp bth See Arena 
Hut Erection at SCAT aie ee 


SO-PAC Photo Wing Camp Constructed . eee Rode he ont Sieh: 
Coraimomedendersons Hicid Now de Daxiwayo 6. 4 2 tee ey ea ae 
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(Continued) 


November 
November 


November 
November 
November 


December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 


January, 1944 
RrectihOrOuonsetet Utsiaa ie ets see None ae un ata As ek ae 


January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
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PROJECTS COMPLETED ON GUADALCANAL (Continued) 


Make Tablecloths for 18th Regiment Mess 
Resurface Lunga Boat Pool Road .. 

Repair Bridge Near Fighter No. 2 Field 

Install NOB Water System . 

Fifth Island Air Command Bae iess 

Erect Boat Pool Warehouse 

Build Alligator Creek Bridge ._ . 

Build Kukum Pier Ship Water Station 

Maintain All Main Road Bridges ; 

Recover a B-17 from Water at Tassaforonga 

Build Tassaforonga Barrage Balloon Buildings 
Construct Tent and Enclosure SCAT 

Aviation Gasoline Pipe Line Crossing at Lunga River 
Construction ASA Warehouse 

Dig Well for PATSU No. 

Open Lunga Lagoon : 

Survey damage to all piers, docks and Miscellaneous; Also Small Repair 


January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 


February 


February 
February 
February 
February 
February 


6lst crew awaiting for bomber to get out of the way to repair a section of Henderson Field, 


Guadalcanal 
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Top, Guadalcanal sawmill being operated by the 6lst Seabees. 
at work on Guadalcanal. 
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Bottom, 6Ist pontoon crews 


PROJECTS COMPLETED ON EMIRAU 


Dates indicate when work began. 


Campme Construction 210 505 6°. 2 sith. aa 
Road Job—Black Beach ; 
Cargo Truck and Driver—Blue Beach 

18th Regiment—Temporary Assignments 
Why lrg ECO TERN! |e Rte | eS ee eee i ee 
Sign Painting 

Equipment Assignments—Baker Airstrip 
Quarterseior Island Ghiciew: a0. 4 2. 
Savi ee meee Permit 
18th Regiment Camp Construction 

Island Topographical Survey oa i 
Black Beach Unloading ; 

Tank Truck Dump Depot 

Argus 13, Radar and Fighter Control Center 
Runway “Charlie Airstrip” Construction 
Com-Air Center Storage Buildings 
Cleaning six 300-gallon tanks 


Black Beach Pile Driving 

PATSU Camp Clean-up 

PATSU AAC, SCAT Mess Hall and Galley 

SCAT, PATSU Water System ...... 

Island Water System 

PATSU Miscellaneous, Officers’ Quarters 

Army 24th Field Hospital Construction 

Army Bombardment Group Camp Construction 
Second Army Bombardment Group Camp Construction 
Field Facilities “‘C” Strip Construction 

Bember Group Facilities Construction 

Fuze Storage Bomb Dump Construction 

slit Trenches ati “C” Strip : 
Rewinding Electric Washing Machine Motor 

Barge Construction “PT” Base 

Field Marker for “C” Strip Pee. 

Coral to Acorn 7 and Pilots’ Camp 

Miscellanecus Work at PATSU 1-11 

East Perimeter Road Construction 

Pontoon Cells etormirucks. 9. 4 2. 

“C” Taxiways Maintenance 

Administration Office PATSU 1-11 

“C” Strip Drainage ore 
PATSU 1-11 Enlisted Men’s Galley canes 
Malaning ©ontvrolaeblwemibseach® em cmeiey. auras eee 
iecreation, Building, Acorn Toi: 20 f°. ea 
PATSU 1-9 Miscellaneous Work ae 
Acorn 7 Well Niet ae. 2 Tae han are: 
Additional Facilities at PATSU 1: 9 
Caskets—Service Command 

Island Athletic Field Construction Ete tae eh es 
NSB Warehouse—Oxygen Plant ..... eek Rees 
ATIVE CAUNerE OLALION. |... pane see) ec memo Te 
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4 April 
4 April 
4 April 
5 April 
5 April 
5 April 
5 April 
5 April 
6 April 
6 April 
6 April 
6 April 
15 April 
17 April 
17 April 
17 April 
17 April 
17 April 
20 April 
20 April 


27 April 


27 April 
27 April 
2 May 
7 May 
7 May 
12 May 
10 May 
10 May 
10 May 
10 May 
10 May 
14 May 
14 May 
14 May 
30 May 
380 May 
29 May 
29 May 
29 May 
29 May 
29 May 
6 June 
6 June 
8 June 
16 June 
a 
16 June 
21 June 
26 June 


DRUM DUMPING PLATFORM 
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esses 


PROJECTS COMPLETED ON EMIRAU (Continued) 


Dates indicate when work began. 


Trucks to NAB MS Spun sh toery S45) 
PATSU 1-9 Shop and Engineering Facilities 
Aviation Gasoline Dump Storage Bays 
MTB-16 Furnishing Timber and Logs 
Foxholes, PATSU Camps 

NAB Recreation Warehouse 

Red Beach Tower Platform Shack 
Foundations for Island Signal Facilities 
Wheel Chocks for PATSU 1-9 


MTB-16 Warehouse Soe 
Gas Bomb Dump Barricades 


MTB-16 Construction of Concrete Slab for Engine Overhaul 


Connect AV gas pipe line to filling stand 
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26 June 
26 June 
26 June 
26 June 
26 June 
29 June 
29 June 
29 June 
29 June 
29 June 
29 June 
29 June 


ower 


Tw 
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WORK PROJECTS COMPLETED ON LEYTE 


Dates indicate when work began. 
San Pablo Airdrome, No. 1 Runway Construction 
Gravel Pit Started, Continuous Operation 
Addition to Bridge, Adjacent to Gravel Pit 
San Pablo Airdrcme, No. 1 Culvert and one-way road 
SAN Pablo Airstrip, No. 2 Control Tower 
Dulag-Sector, San Pablo Area, Engineer Reconnaissance 
Buri Airdrome Control Tower 
San Pablo Airdrome No. 1, 2,000-foot ena 
San Pablo Airdrome No. 1, 1,000-barrel Aviation Gas ear 
San Pablo No. 2, 1,500 of Mat Laying 
Pile Bent Bridge at Dagami 
PhilSea Front Seventh Fleet Heanor Project 


The Emirau air field near completion 


26 October 
26 October 
26 October 
26 October 
26 October 
26 October 
26 October 
26 October 
26 October 
26 October 
26 October 
26 October 
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: WORK PROJECTS COMPLETED ON SAMAR 


Dates indicate when work began. 


ROAM VAIN CCNA TI COMME nye rei a ey nt . . . 15 December 
WAL TErOntaer a CLL tl CCM i eee re cod we i Ee 17 December 


PERC Ue DRC OLSULUCtION mmm mar et ain are) os it, tbe, we ok eee ee . 6 December 


Beery tee.) ee at eeme) 16 December 
NAB Headquarters Temporary Enlisted Men’s Quarters ...... . 22 December 
Acorn 34 Naval Air Bases Plot Plan Facilities ........-.... 22 December 


Temporary Control at Strip at Station 55 


Repairseand eAlterations: to, CNA B, Quarterss’. ... 9. 2 2. . .. . 24 December 
Road and Bridge Reconstruction from Town ‘to Airstrip ...... 25 December 
Navy Base Housing Areas—Sewerage ........ ee er eee ee December: 


Aviation Gasoline Tank, 5,000-barrel capacity, constructed 
| Log Tower, AACS 


Pin Pee 27 December 
ee Re SoS end cet =, >. » o dh deinen, ies 


TAOENOL WISN WM ohi'd BES Min seal «Sb ea Meme ese omy uke ge es 11 January 
EA COPME Gall Da GONSLTUCHLON aaeey Geua 2) pon he sae eee ee Oy anuary 
CommunicationsmO NAS ates. ge cach fcald Hel ty AR ed Syke We tee eR 15 January 
Newel ta (longo dicersmaCOUntYy ©, f= aa eee eet eee hebruary Fi 
10,000-barrel Aviation Gasoline Tank ......... See Os | 
MNCOrime ali De hOdde CONStTUCHONe .. 7 chee as ttc ae Mee ee ee Loelebruary | 
Acorn Camp Electrical System ......... OY tot Ana ey eae te ae 18 February 4 
Acorn Camp Sewerage Disposal System ........ ere elon ebruary 
Acorn Camp Water Supply Distribution System ..... ee ee los ebriary. 
Mcornmecampaenitsted «Men's: Quarters? — 2) 0s). ge oe ae eeloaWebruary. 
Acorn Camp Enlisted Men’s Heads and Showers eee ee Sa lebruary 
ENCORE CanupmG alleyaamdeviess tla i ey ee ee se sa 18 February 
NAS Sa Oiticesbulldingswands Utilitiesa:: estas. oes). ee ee) 4 18) February. 
Aaeweny Cormainagiine) lsu? . 6 6 § 6 6 oe 6 6 6 A 6 5 ee enn oe © 18 February 
Air Center Seabee Material Depot ...... Pee Peeters an ke 25 February 
Maintenance of Telephone System ............ ert Fike), 5 eae 8 March 
Novvateet acem. Ui p= CONSLPUCHON mee: sacl hme Fecet, «Sl Seeerieas A , & Mieugela 
VOmij= OOCk LOWErs Ab AAC Olen ct rae aad me setite ohne Gms. SEC stan kt 10 March 
NAB Maintenance of Airstrip and Taxiways .. . PS) Foe cae, See 10 March 
Seabees CampeAreay Cleared’ 22) Ses ole) 4 | Weide) lohan egos ea ee 11 March 


PA Chte GE ecEi DEC ONStruction jean aN ne, 6S oe Cs Sg fs al adh heer s 
) Pe OED SLU Cem@ONSETUCION 2G ek cies nbiy Rob cet) mia Doan s Bie ere ne oes 
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6Ist equipment smoothing coral for highway on Emirau Island 


Dozing down hardwood trees for roads on Emirau Island 


ee 
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PLUMBING SHOP 


The life blood of any organization is the plumb- 
ing equipment. With hard working rugged Sea- 
bees, no day was ever complete without a shower. 
Just turn that valve and the water comes splash- 
ing, dashing down. Smiles by the mile was the 
rule as the boys vigorously applied soap. Yes, 
the smiles are a tribute to an unsung hero, the 
plumber. The 61st is one of the many organiza- 
tions to have an efficient plumbing crew. 

“Did you say that our friends, the Marines, 
haven’t any water?’ So it was said, when our 
Battalion hit Guadalcanal. The boys cheerfully 
packed their tools, pipe, and fixtures and, in a 
matter of a few days, the Marines had the neces- 
sary plumbing conveniences in their camp. At 
that time, our plumbing crew consisted of Hick- 
man, VanDecar, Webster, Gerdis, Giles, King, 
Holcomb, Moore, Hunter, and Elmquist. 

On Emirau, the bakers were short on baking 
ovens. An oven had to be made. The plumbing 
crew designed and constructed an oven from 
sheet iron and pipe. This oven proved to be quite 
successful. 

After landing in the Philippines, another oven 
had. to be made. One identical to the one made 
on Emirau was constructed. The crew on Samar 
have shown good craftsmanship on every project 
tackled. Their crowning achievement was the in- 
stallation of first quality fixtures in the Red Cross 


Canteen on the Guiuan airstrip. These fixtures 
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consist of a refreshment service bar, hot and cold 
showers, wash bowls, and porcelain flush toilets— 
all for the accommodation of passengers traveling 
by air. Many such persons have complimented 
the plumbers on the excellent workmanship shown 
on this project. This building has been consid- 
ered one of the best of its kind in the Pacific and 
will remain as a monument of skilled workman- 
ship done by the 61st men. 

The plumbing crew has more than lived up & 
the duties expected of them, such duties as run- 
ning culverts under roads, running piping for 
sewerage disposal and drainage, piping water to 
strategic camp facilities and improvising neces- 
sary plumbing units for hygienic purposes. All 
these tasks were accomplished consistently in 
record breaking time. Although this crew had 
regulation hours, they were called upon during 
many off-hours for emergencies. An example of 
this was the emergency line constructed to water 
an amphibious invasion fleet so that it could main- 
tain its combat schedule. For this many of the 


crew were awarded commendations, 


PHOTOGRAPHIC 
LABORATORY 


The photographic laboratory, although a small 
department in men involved, kept and presented 
a pictorial record of both accomplishments and 
things seen and experienced. These photo records 


supplied BuDocks with a panoramic record of 
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Constructing AV gas tank showing Gantry crane 
designed by Chief Gean. 
Constructing AV gas tank, showing gin pole erection 
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what the 61st Seabees actually did. These were 
supplied along with official monthly reports. The 
unceasing repre of two photographers, J. J. 
Arnau and W. F. O’Donnell, made thousands of 
photos available for this Log Book, as well as 


the official Navy records. 


ENGINEERING 


In construction, no project, camp site, or move- 
ments can be made without planning and design. 
This task naturally falls to the lot of all sections 
and units of the Engineering Department, the 
units of which are comprised of draftsmen, sur- 
veying crews, blueprint men, strippers, and geo- 
detic and topographic experts. 

The engineers are always first on the job. Upon 
them depends the success of future Seabee 
achievements. Needless to say, the completion of 
advanced bases by the 61st attests the precision 


and efficiency of the department. 


ELECTRICAL 


> 


“It’s taps, cut off the juice,” so the generator 
watch pulls a switch and like a shroud the inky 
blackness enfolds the camp. Yet generators run 
on furnishing juice to the reefers, thus keeping 
the fresh food supplies cold and freezing ice 
cream. 

Electricity is a life-line to fast and efficient job 


production and has been effectively used to make 


construction records on strategic islands. Tojo 
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has painfully felt the “airstrip” punches of the 
61st Seabees. The electrical department has over- 
powered many obstacles in their overseas work. 
They have rebuilt generators and rigged up mo- 
tors for every conceivable type of project. This 
work has fused them together into an efficient 


crew. 


PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT 


The first ten months, since the foundation of 


the 61st Battalion, there was no publicity depart- 
ment. Naturally this was unnecessary during 
these early months, as the Battalion had not built 
up a reputation of any note. However, the per- 
sonnel of this Battalion, by their ingenuity, estab- 
lished a series of “Firsts” that soon became 
famous in their immediate locale. Commander 
Studdert saw the necessity for publicity in order 
that the people at home would know of our ex- 
ploits. A Battalion newspaper was to be the 
medium. Commander Studdert chose the name 
Workers Wallop, the first issue of which was 
published November 138, 1943. The first few 
issues were edited by J. A. McVay on a weekly 
basis. In December of the same year, D. B. Webb 
became editor, and the paper was issued on a bi- 
monthly basis until we reached Emirau. From 
that time on, the Workers Wallop became a bi- 
monthly magazine covering every scope of news 
concerning the Seabees. 


Upon arrival in the Philippines, near D-Day, 


6lst trucks loading gravel at the Marabang River Gravel Pit, Leyte Island, P. I. 


6lst equipment repairing captured Jap airstrip, 
Construction of tower on San Pablo Strip, Leyte, P. |. San Pablo No. I, Leyte, P. I. 


the Workers Wallop was supplemented by a daily 
newspaper covering only international war news. 
This paper carried the masthead, The 6Ist Seabees 
Daily News, edited by D. B. Webb. Several 
Filipino municipal school teachers adopted our 
newspaper as a reading text for their English 
classes. 

Commander B. M. Bowker, shortly after our 
landing on Samar, suggested that the Publicity 
Department issue press releases to newspapers of 
the home towns of the personnel of the 61st Sea- 
bees. 


This was carried out with a program that 


covered releases to 468 newspapers. 


LABOR POOL 


Work experience cards were filled out by the 
men, and then a labor pool was set up to classify 
the men according to their trade skills. As soon 
as different projects were assigned to the Bat- 
talion, the labor poo] then assigned the qualified 
men to the various projects. “Tojo” has tried to 
interrupt project completion, but the courageous 
craftsmen were not to be shaken off and re- 
doubled their efforts to make record project com- 
pletion. Fear and anxiety furrowed the brows of 
the Rising Sun clique as the hard working and 
fighting reputation was painfully felt. 

Therefore the labor pool serving as a labor 
expeditor and job transfer office has effectively 


carried out its duties to the final punch. 
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POST OFFICE 


“We have the sugar rations,” says a postal 
clerk, perspiring under the weight of a sack full 
of mail from the States. Yes, any letter contain- 
ing endearing sentiments from home is a sugar 
ration. In these letters, fond memories were 


renewed and furnished an excellent tonic for the 


Seabees’ morale. 


Regardless of invasion hardships, rain and - 
mud, the postal clerk boys always managed to 
have a supply of stamps, envelopes and money 
orders on hand. Also taking parcel post pack- 
ages to be sent to their destination. 


Thus many 


souvenirs found haven in many homes, 


CENSORS 


En route to our destination, the censor board 
gathered up the letters written by the men and 
sat on the deck to censor them and had the let- 
ters ready to mail at the next stopping place 
taking mail home. When the Battalion made 
amphibious moves, the censors carried on their 
task, whether in a foxhole or sitting on discarded 
boxes, under a swaying, sagging, flapping tent 
as torrents of water attempted to make them 
ragged dish cloths. The censorship tent was the 
last to be decked and, as the result, the placid 


pond of water that abided there was enough to 


make the censors feel as if they were really in 
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the swim of things. However, the mail went 
through so that the Stateside loved ones would 
get their daily due from Seabee Lou. At times, 
it can well be imagined that the home folks 
received letters not unlike their morning shredded 
wheat. All knew, of course, a gap in the flap 
saved a rap from the Jap. After months of toil 
and association, the censors soon acquainted them- 
selves not only with the men themselves but with 
their style and subject materia] of their corre- 
spondence. It was always the purpose of each 
censor to aid rather than restrict messages home 
from the men. Mail, like food and entertainment, 


is the paramount backbone of good morale. 


On our various cruises, the barbers did their 
clipping of hair on deck, having the men sit on 
hatch covers. Regardless of how the wind blew, 
the hair shorter grew. Those who had a little 
hair on their noggins had still less, but neatly cut, 
when the barber finished. 

It seems that the hair was more wirey than the 
barbers were. The two barbers who started out 
with the Battalion were soon replaced on Guadal- 
canal with three barbers. The tropics has also 
caused a few men to lose hair, and they wished 
that their hair could be as easily replaced as the 
barbers were. 

Before tent decking was available, soapboxes 
were used, and anyone desiring a haircut would 
firmly plant his feet in the mud while the barber 
applied his tools. Later these soapboxes were 


replaced with decking and improvised plywood 
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chairs made to practically resemble the genuine 
article. 
There have been five barbers who have kept 


up the neat appearance of the Seabees of the 61st. 


TAILOR SHOP 


“What if it doesn’t fit you?” Well, Uncle Sam 
may not know your actual size, but nevertheless, 


a tailor shop has been set up for just this purpose. 


Alterations are made to make the clothing com-. 


fortable to wear. Therefore, more than any other 
member of the armed forces, the Seabee keeps 
his clothing neatly tailored for a streamlined ap- 


pearance. 


LAUNDRY 


The Battalion laundry deserves much credit in 
helping to keep up the neat appearance of the 
men. Though very seldom mentioned, their work 
was of vital importance, and many a Seabee, 
neatly dressed in clean washed uniform, owes his 
thanks to the laundry boys. The laundry crew 
have made conscientious effort to give back the 


clothes cleaner than they received them. 


SUPPLY 


Food is one of the bases of stamina of all serv- 
ice men in combat zones. Throughout most of 
our overseas trek, the Supply Department has 
overcome almost insurmountable difficulties of 
canned dehydrated foods. Occasionally our sup- 
ply men were fortunate enough to obtain fresh 
meats and vegetables. 


Normal routine called for daily trips to supply 


’ 


"yoeeq JD] Of UMC} Wo4y peos Bulyonsysu0ccD 744611 ‘wopyog "| “gq ‘puejs; ewes uo 
souldiji4 jO Mas> edUeUSJUJeEW peo’ sy BuisiAdedns pieyyxD07 f$a!1YD. 4519 2440; ‘WO}og ‘aseq jeaeu Jo} Aayjeb pue jjey ssewu ueW-QQO'| JO UOoljoNIysuOD :doy 


90 


a ee RN 


— 


pene ees 


dae by our trucks. The system evolved was 
that rations were issued on a fifteen-day basis. 
If certain quantities could be obtained at various 
Service Command dumps, unrestricted requisi- 
tions were made upon an “A and P” food dump. 
This dump derived its name from the allocated 
piles of canned goods from broken cases damaged 
in handling. Any supplies taken from “A and P” 
were considered as extras and not duly accredited 
to a fifteen day allotment. 

There were times, seueaalin in invasion zones, 
when the supply men were called upon to brave 
both the elements, dangers of war, and the loss of 
much needed sleep. These round-the-clock mis- 
sions to secure supplies were necessitated by the 
odd hours of supply ship arrivals. Then, too, the 
supply department was forced to rely upon emer- 
gency at infrequent intervals. Unglamorous as 
this department may have been, their perform- 
ance has been, throughout our tour of duty, com- 
parable to that of the United States mail. Like 
the mail, the supplies must go through. 

Food alone is but a part of the problems of the 
supply department. Such things as tools, spare 
parts, heavy equipment, electrical equipment, gal- 
ley utensils, lumber and every considerable thing 
was necessary to supply and replace items to 
operate a naval construction battalion success- 
fully. The supply men not only obtain these 
things but operated two rooms and directly han- 
dled the issuance of all material. 

The ship’s service has often been called the 


luxury department of the supply corps. Never- 


theless, their role was vital to the complement of 
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the 61st. We were supplied with the necessary 
soaps, razor blades and other items natural to 
our norma] lives. The small margin of profit 
gained through the sale of these items to the men 
was placed in the welfare fund. 

The business office of the Supply Department 
acquired the name of being ‘The Office of Expert 
Procuring.” It was said that there was never 


an item that the 61st procurers could not obtain 


by some means or method. 


To wage a successful campaign against the 
enemy, a good water supply must be had. In the 
61st this responsibility has been proficiently 
handled by the water purification gang, who are 
Ion Wainwright, R. S. Barnwell, J. H. Strahan, 
Bufford L. Brunson, E. W. Mangold, R. E. Dur- 
ant, C. M. Boffetti, E. T. Wimberly, and D. 
Tackett. 


It took a week to put the first well down on 
Guadalcanal. In the meantime, while it was 
being dug, the water was brought to our camp 
site by truck and a trailer tank. Then it was 
pumped through a small purifying unit into a 
storage tank. The well had a fifty-gallon-per- 
minute output, which was pumped into a raw 
water tank from which the water was used for 
showers and laundry. Two small purifying units 
pumped water from this tank into the pure water 
tank used for drinking and cooking. A small 
tank was used in connection with a refrigeration 
unit. It wasn’t long before service units dis- 


covered or heard of the cold water, and it wasn’t 


long before the 61st became a mecca for thirsty 


Ee 


6Ist Seabees constructing Quonset huts at Tolosa, Leyte, 
The Tolosa Quonset hut project after completion 


throats to slake their burning thirst with cool, 
soothing water. 

When our Battalion made a forward push to 
Emirau, “Ye Colde Water Fountain” went along 
too. It was on the fourth day after making a 
beachhead that the water gang had a well dug 
and operating. They were fortunate in having 
to go only fifteen feet to water, using dynamite to 
boost out the necessary coral formation. Here 
for the first time chlorinated water was being 
used for showers as in other facilities. The Naval 
specifications of chlorine injected into the water 
stream is approximately one part per million. 
Tests were frequently taken to vigilantly check 
the purity of the water. Reports show that 


40,000 gallons were being used daily during our 


stay there. 


After leaving Emirau, our next stop was Ba- 
nika. Here the source of water supply was 
pumped from a clear mountain stream in the 
thick of the jungle, about a mile away from camp. 
A mile of four-inch pipe and a centrifugal pump 


sent the water into camp to be purified and used 


as needed. 


Strafing airplanes, shrapnel, and exploding 
bombs throwing debris in every direction met the 
boys when they landed on Leyte Beach. Digging 


foxholes and flinging curses at the ‘“‘yellow sons 


of ” did not interfere with locating a well 
which was presumably used the day before by 
the Japs. In a matter of hours, the boys had a 
purification unit beside the well temporarily set 


up until our own well was finished. 
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Moving to Samar Island was not so hazardous. 

There the boys found an excellent site to put 
down a well and set the best water purification 
plant on the island. It supplied all camp necessi- 
ties and also outside units. “Ye Colde Water 
Fountain” is enjoying an ever-increasing popu- 
larity, as before. 
In maintaining an orderly and sanitary camp, it 
necessitates a Master-at-Arms force. On De- 
cember 14, 1942, the Battalion Master-at-Arms_ 
force was formed. King B. Walker was appointed 
Master-at-Arms in charge, and had nine men 
assigned to his force. These men were perma- 
nently assigned and were detached from their 
companies and formed into a separate unit. When 
the Battalion broke advanced training, these men 
were directly under the Executive Officer. 

Daybreak found a Master-at-Arms in charge, 
seeing to it that the colors were made on time, 
and also nearby to seek the culprit in case some- 
one might heave a shoe at the early morning 
bugler. 

By observation, the MAA noted the interest 
taken in camp sanitation. This suggested that 
the hut leaders were competent and therefore 
made the duties of the company chiefs easier. 

When a man had liberty, the Master-at-Arms 
safely stored his gear until he returned. The 
personal gear of any man absent-over-leave, or 
absent-without-leave was held. The personal ef- 
fects of deserters are generally sold and that of 
the deceased are sent home. 


‘Where is that towel I left in the showers last 


night?” someone asks. Generally the answer to 


Grease truck servicing a cozer 


Airfield maintenance crew filling in a bomb crater on a Samar Island airstrip 
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that was a Master-at-Arms has picked it up and 
put it into the lucky bag. It took an hour or more 
of extra duty to recover the lost article. This 
lucky bag was an incentive for every Seabee to 
keep his belongings shipshape at all times. 

Any man who was fortunate enough to go back 
to the States had his belongings carefully in- 
spected. This was a precautionary measure to 
ascertain that man’s proper allotment of gear. 

George S. Cone, Jr., was appointed to Chief 
Master-at-Arms on June 28, 1943. He served 
faithfully and was later replaced by W. W. 
Wooten as Chief Master-at-Arms. At present 
the staff, with Chief Wooten, consists of G. H. 
Gagnon, C. R. Ottman, A. C. Fagant, J. N. Zapp, 
Jr., D. W. Little. 

The following men detached from the staff for 
various reasons were J. B. Kildea, F. Pfiefer, C. 
H. Ormond, Sr., Jones Baker, F. F. Cole, L. Segal, 
K. B. Walker, G. S. Cone, L. E. Lincoln, Jr., C. 
Allen. | 

The original bakers of the 61st Battalion num- 
bered a half dozen men, among whom were John- 
son, Cabe, Crisler, Partain, Mortimer, and Her- 
bertson. These men had gone'to baker’s school 
at Camp Peary, while in boot. This instruction 
differed from civilian methods, inasmuch as coal- 
burning ranges and traditional Navy procedure 
was the rule of order. 

Following a pre-embarkation leave of nine days, 
the bakers were organized into a cohesive group, 


at which time a new baker, Delrow, was added. 


Our arrival at Port Hueneme found our bakers 
checking supplies prior to embarkation. 


Our trip aboard the Brastagi, from California 


to Guadalcanal, was one interspersed with faulty 
oil-fired ovens, inadequate supplies of yeast, and 
inexperience with ship equipment. The yeast 
problem was solved by making improvised yeast 
from potatoes. An additional striker, LeMaster, 
was added to our crew. 


Our first days on Guadalcanal, a temporary gal- 


_ ley was hastily erected while permanent camp fa- 
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cilities were being built. Having a minimum 
amount of equipment, the demand for baked 
goods exceeded the supply, until 61st metalsmiths 
created bread pans from discarded cans. Two 
new strikers, Nelms and Clark, were soon added 


to our staff. 


Our bakery supplied various units, ranging 
from Marine pilots to disgruntled G. I. Joes. 
Working hours were handled in shifts. Our 
bakers instructed numerous Army and Marine 
corpsmen for the purpose of baking for their 
respective units. The first batch of ice cream 
mixed and served on Guadalcanal was made by 
our bakers. 

After a short vacation in New Zealand, the 
bakers served bread aboard LST’s, on the road 
to Emirau, by much improvisation and ingenuity. 
Hitting the beach of Emirau was a repeat per- 
formance of the first day of Guadalcanal. A new 
baker, Haslm, joined the crew. 


On Banika, we lost our baker in charge, Par- 
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tain, and added Firestein, Herndon, and Sivula, 
all strikers. 

Hitting the beaches of Leyte, near D-Day, the 
bakers soon supplied the men of the Battalion 
with baked goods in spite of the hell of war. 

On Samar the bakers set up equipment to at- 
tain new heights in both facilities and produc- 
tion, the best to date. 

Looking back over a period of 29 months, of 
which 24 were spent overseas, reports indicate 
that 400,000 loaves of bread and more than 25,000 
pies and cakes were baked. This record speaks 


for itself. 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 


The Medical Department was formed in Camp 
Peary, December of 1942. The department con- 
sisted of two doctors and eight corpsmen, all of 
whom set to work immediately, giving boot train- 
ing vaccinations and shots. Other than the usual 
cat fever and illness caused by change of diet 


from civilian life to service life, their task proved 


mostly to be routine. Near the end of the Bat- 
talion’s stay in Camp Peary, supplies were gath- 
ered and checked for trans-shipment to the West 
Coast. The corpsmen took the usual rifle range 
and field training at the California advanced 
base in Port Hueneme. After having checked 
and loaded necessary supplies for overseas trek, 
the department boarded the M.S. Brastagi and 
assumed their share of battle station duty 
throughout the trip to Guadalcanal. 


The first day ashore, Guadalcanal saw the 


hasty erection of a field first aid station. There- 
after, a complete medical dispensary was built 
and equipped. The medical attention rendered 
kept down the overall average of malaria cases. 
However, fungus infections managed to remain a 
constant aggravation in spite of all efforts. 

The Dental Department kept the teeth of the 
men in the Battalion in a state of good repair 


and soundness. 


Although the entire Battalion was technically 


free of duties during their holiday in New Zea- 
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land, one-third of the corpsmen were constantly 
assigned to stand by the station. 

Duties in the Russells, Emirau, and aboard the 
various vessels of our journeys were much the 
same as those experienced on Guadalcanal. How- 
ever, invasion of the Philippines alerted them to 
new fields of corpsman duty. They were pre- 
pared for any emergency and took care of all 
casualties of war. Nevertheless, 61st casualties 
were not as many as expected during hazardous 
days of bombing and strafing. During the Jap 
paratroop “tete-a-tete” the medical staff armed 
themselves and guarded and attended all patients 
throughout the emergency. Their stay on Samar 
was a peaceful bu ~velcome change to the blood 
and mud of Leyte. 

The doctors and corpsmen of the 61st Battalion 
maintained a high degree of efficiency. Through- 
out 29 months of service, the Medical Department 
has been staffed by a total of six doctors and a 


dozen corpsmen. 
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MALARIA CONTROL 


The lowly Anopheles mosquito, or malaria car- 
rier, breeds in the stagnant, rank sloughs of the 
tropics. Men of the malaria control not only 
fight mosquitos but bury dead enemy soldiers left 
in rapid evacuation, such as our malaria control 
boys had to do in the Philippine invasion. The 
reeking march from these sun-bloated, maggot in- 
fested bodies seem to paralyze the muscles of the 
stomachs of men burying the bodies. Bits of 
arms, legs, heads, and torn open intestines of 
strewn bodies had to be scooped up and put into 
wooden caskets for burial. 

Ditches had to be dug to drain off the malaria 
larvae-infested ponds. Here the rotten, decom- 
posed vegetation gives off its nauseating odor. 
The water also contains liver fluke worms, which, 
if allowed to come in contact with the human skin, 
soon burrows into the bloodstream and starts to 
deteriorate the victim’s liver, stomach, and brain. 
There is only one cure for this—death. 

The 61st Battalion has had an efficient malaria 
control crew and have buried their share of yel- 
low-skinned soldiers, despite all difficulties en- 


countered. 


WATCH REPAIR 
DEPARTMENT 


Keeping numerous watches of the 61st Bat- 
talion in good running order, a watch repair shop 


has been set up. The watches came flooding in; 


though parts were not always available, many 
were repaired. Due to the tropical climatic con- 
ditions and the exposure to which watches were 
subjugated, frequent cleaning was required. An 
experienced watch repair craftsman, D. 8S. Weis, 
has kept the watches ticking. Thus, schedules 
were maintained, projects completed, all on or 


before time in delivering a slap to the Jap. 


COMMUNICATIONS - 


A network of communications wiring is the 
answer to the operating efficiency and teamwork 
of several units occupying a vast expanse of ter- 
ritory. The installation and maintenance of such 
network, demand the skill of Seabee linemen. 

The 61st line crew, D. W. Kean, J. L. Cham- 
bliss, W. H. Lipscomb, W. J. Meek, M. F. Mitchel, 
being assigned to Chief Courtney, have strung 
many miles of telephone wire from coconut tree 
to coconut tree. Thus, they brought many other 
service divisions into close unity, 

On Emirau, Chief Courtney was replaced by 
Chief C. M. Finch. Here, to speed up communica- 
tion installations, the large switchboard was in- 
stalled in a trailer house, thus making a portable 
unit which served to keep all equipment dry from 
slashing rains and muddy mires of the eventful 
Philippine invasion. Switchboard operators, O. 
W. LeDuc, W.-C. Clopten, N. J.. Galley, G. TZ. 
Dodge, and H. L. Weinstein, bravely kept the 
wires humming. Due to erring Nips from the 
Nippon, these men survived to tell their experi- 


ences. 
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o/b. Story of Oi Officers 


Dental Officer; Ens. Craven, Supply and Commis- 
sary Officer; Lt. Comdr. Berman, Lt. (jg) Walker 
and Lt. (jg) Robbins, Medical Officers; Ens. Hag- 


First to be assigned to the Battalion, on De- 
cember 5, 1942, were the Medical Officers, Lt. 
Comdr. Roberts and Lts. (jg) M. E. Walker and 
C. E. Robbins, the Dental Officer. 

After boot training the following came aboard 
as of New Year’s Day, 1943: Lt. Comdr. W. W. 
Studdert to become Officer in Charge; Lt. L. E. 
Howe as Executive Officer, and four lieutenants: 
J. B. Watson, W. R. Eldridge, S. F. Nydam and 
T. F. Maier; Lts. (jg) R. M. McCann, J. D. Piper, 
J. B. Paris and T. W. Newcomb; Ensigns J. D. 
Haggett, L. W. Hoy, R. G. Beer, J. D. Brunner, 
T. J. Nelson and Carpenters M. C. Rodman, A. 
F. O. Kamp, W. E. Weaver, J. H. Kroh and W. L. 
Townsley. 

A short time later, Lt. Comdr. S. Berman came 
aboard as Senior Medical Officer to replace Lt. 
Comdr. Roberts; Ensign R. P. Zickefoose as Dis- 
bursing Officer, and Ensign J. B. Craven, Jr., as 
Supply Officer. Ensign G. E. Scholze also re- 
ported for duty to replace Ensign Ciinkiwicz. 

In mid-February Lieut. H. Koopman came 
aboard, replacing Lieut. Watson, and Lt. J. H. 
McConnell became the Chaplain but was later 
detached at Camp Holliday, Gulfport, Miss., to 
assume other duties. In late March at Camp 
Rousseau, Port Hueneme, Calif., Chaplain R. C. 
Alexander reported for duty. 


After the journey out on the M.S. Brastagi, 
the Battalion landed at Guadalcanal with a com- 
plement of 27 officers as follows: Lt. Comdr. 
Studdert, Officer in Charge; Lt. Howe, Executive 
Officer ; Lt, Alexander, Chaplain; Ens. Zickefoose, 
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gett, Personnel Officer; and Lieuts, Koopman, 
Eldridge, Nydam, Maier; Lts. (jg) McCann, 
Piper, Paris and Newcomb; Ensigns Hoy, Beer, 
Brunner, Nelson and Scholze; Warrant Officers 
Rodman, Kamp, Weaver, Kroh and Townsley. 
Upon landing at the Canal, two separate camps 
were set up, and the Koli camp, after a few 
weeks under Lt. Howe, was placed in charge of Lt. 
Koopman who, with his men, constructed Koli 


Bomber No. 2. 


During our work period on the Canal, there 
were many changes in officer personnel made by 
new officers arriving and others leaving for the 
States or because of needed medical treatment. 
Coming aboard were Lt. E. T. Potts, Ens. M. H. 
Buhner, Lieut. V. E. Cresto and W. O. H. Joseph. 
Leaving after some months of duty on the Canal, 
were Lts. Eldridge, Nydam and Maier, Ensign 
Hoy and Warrant Officers Rodman, Weaver, 
Kroh, Townsley. Lt. Potts later went with the 7 
18th Regiment. 

In late October when Executive Officer Howe 
left for medical treatment, Lt. Koopman became 
Executive Officer. On December 20, 19438, the 
Battalion assembled at the theatre area to hear 
Comdr. Studdert read his orders relieving him of 
duty with the 61st and assume the new duty as 
Officer in Charge of the 18th Construction Regi- 
ment. 


Lt. Koopman then read his orders to take over 


the duty of temporary Officer in Charge. Lt. 
McCann for a time became Executive Officer. 
Soon Ens. Haggett left to join the Regimental 
staff, and Lt. (jg) Piper became our new Per- 
sonnel Officer. 

In January, 1944, promotions came from Wash- 
ington making lieutenants of Messrs. McCann, 
Newcomb, Paris, Piper and Walker, and Ensigns 
Beer, Nelson, Brunner and Haggett became Lts. 
(jg). 

On the last day of January, Commander B. M. 
Bowker arrived by plane from the States to as- 
sume command, and Lt. Koopman returned to 
Executive Officer duties. 

Down in New Zealand a few more changes were 
effected in officer set-up with the arrival aboard 
of Lt. A. H. Hill, Lt. (jg) R. J. Connor and W. 
O. D. L. Donaldson. 
back to the States. 


W. O. Kamp was ordered 


On Emirau Island, more replacement officers 
arrived: W. O. J. J. Mulvey, Ensigns N. J. Mac- 
donald, A. D. Reagan, Jr., and C. W. Thurston. 
In May W. O.’s R. E. Graffin, W. F. Berkeley, 
C. T. Wright, J. E. Grund and E, A. Fisher, with 
Ens. O. E. Kuhl, came aboard. K. K. Kahler, 
CMM, became a Warrant Officer. 


On May 5 Lt. Koopman was notified of his ap- 
pointment to Lieut. Commander. New Dental, 
Disbursing and Supply Officers arrived in the per- 
sons of Lt. (jg) D. P. Eubank, Jr., Ens. C. M. 
Connor and Ens. P. S. Mills, to replace Doc Rob- 
bins and Lts. (jg) Zickefoose and Craven. Lt. 
Newcomb was evacuated for medical treatment on 


Emirau. 


When the Battalion was staging at Banika, 


Russell Islands, further changes took place. Lt. 
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A. E. Hill left for other duties, as did Lt. (jg) 
H. Joseph. Temporarily assigned were Lts. C. 
M. Stone and P. V. Bright, Jr. The new Chap- 
lain arrived, Lt. H. A. Scott, and soon after, 
Chaplain Alexander left for the States. Lt. New- 
comb returned to duty from a rear area hospital, 
and Lt. A. R. Elsperman arrived for duty. 

On the way to the Philippines at Manus Island, 
Ens. J. H. Healy came aboard. On Leyte, shortly 
after our arrival, Lieuts. Stone and Bright were 


released from their temporary duties. A detach- 


ment of men worked under Lieut. Elsperman at 


Tolosa on Leyte, constructing the 7th Fleet Head- 
quarters, and after work was abandoned on the 
San Pablo airstrip, the first echelon came to 
Samar, led by Lt. Comdr. Koopman. 

In February of this year, 1945, Dr. Berman, 
Dr. Walker and Lieut. Newcomb left for the 
States, with Dr. M. Glazier becoming the Medical 
Officer. Soon he was to leave also, and Lt. 
Comdr. J. H. Thomas succeeded him. Lt. (jg) 
Reagan was a medical evacuee, and Lt. (jg) 
Macdonald left to take over new duties on another 
Philippine island. 

As of the closing of date of this Log Book, 14 
April 1945, the following is the roster of Officers 
and the ranks they held: Original officers coming 
out from the States are Lt. Comdr. Koopman, 
Lieuts. Piper, Paris, McCann, Lts. (jg) Brunner, 
Beer, Nelson, Scholze. Other officers not 61st 
“old timers” are Comdr. Bowker, Lt. Comdr. 
Thomas, Lieuts. Eubank, Scott, Elsperman, Con- 
nor, Cresto; Lts. (jg) Buhner, Healy, Donald- 
son, Kuhl, Fisher, Thurston, C. M. Connor, and 
Mills; Chief Carpenters Grund, Wright, Graffin, 
Berkeley, Mulvey. With Carpenter Kahler, an 


“old timer,” the total becomes 29 officers, 
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Lt. Comdr, J. H. Thomas 
MC 


Lt. A. R. Elsperman 
CEC 


Lt. D, P, Eubank 
DC, USN 


Lt, J. B. Paris 
CEC 


Lt. H. A. Scott 
ChC, USN 


Lt, J. D, Piper 
CEC 


Lt. R. M. McCann 
CEC 


Lt. J. D. Brunner 
CEC 


Lt. R. J. Conner 
CEC 


Lt. T. J. Nelson 
CEC 


Lt. V. E. Cresto 
CEC 


Lt. (ig) G. E. Scholze 
CEC 
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Lt. R. G. Beer 
CEC 


Lt. (jg) M. H. Buhner 
CEC 


Lt. (ig) C. M. Connor 
SC 


Lt, (jg) J. H. Healy 
CEC 


Lt. (ig) P. S. Mills 
sc 


Lt. (jg) D. L. Donaldson 
CEC 
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Lt. (jg) O. F, Kuhl 
CEC 


C. Carp, C. T. Wright 
CEC 


Lt. (jg) E. A. Fisher 
CEC 


C. Carp, J. J. Mulvey 
CEC 


Lt. (ig) C. W. Thurston 
CEC 


C. Carp. J. E. Grund 
CEC 


. E. Griffin 
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Cc 


Carp. 
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Cc 


Cc 


Berkeley 
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Carp 
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CEC 


K. K. Kahler 
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Lt, Comdr. L. E. Howe 
CEC 


Lt. M. F. Walker 
MC-V 


tcers 
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Comdr. W. W. Studdert 
CEC 


| 
Lt. Comdr. M. Glazier | 
MC-V MC 
Lt. R. Alexander Lt. M. C, Robbins | 
ChC, USN DC, USN 
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Lt, S. F. Nydam 
CEC 


Lt E. T. Potts 
CEC 


Lt. R. P. Zickefoose 
CES 


Lt. T. Maier 
CEC 


Lt. A. E, Hill, Jr. 
CEC 


Lt. (jg) J. B. Craven 
CES 
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Lt. W. R. Eldridge 
CEC 


Lt. T. W. Newcomb 
GEG 


Ens, J. D. Haggett 
CEC 


Lt. (ig) M. C. Rodman Lt. (ig) W. E. Weaver Lt. (jg) N. J. MacDonald 
CEC CEC CEG 
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f | Lt. (jg) A. D, Reagan, Jr. Carp. A. Kamp Carp. W. O. Townsley 
. CEC CEC CEC 
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ADDITIONAL MEN 
Front Row (Standing): C. A. Jeff. Johnston, H. M. Garonzik, R. H. Gary, V. C. Roberts, M. N. Simpson. 
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Se ures 


This section portrays a pictorial miscellany of events and incidents that 
occurred in the 61st Battalion at one time or another. Most of the photo- 
graphs contained herein are self-explanatory and need not be summarized. 
There were hundreds of individual incidents that should be recorded here, 
but are too numerous to recount. A few examples were: the September 
night on Guadalcanal when the 61st Swing Band manned an AA gun to 
shoot down a Japanese plane; the lectures on scouting of combat patrols 
as given by Chief MacDouglass; the pig barbecues held on the company 
streets on Guadalcanal; Commander Studdert’s article from whence our 
title, “Old Timers’ was derived; the first white woman the Seabees saw 
overseas; Eleanor’s failure to visit us in our camp when she landed on 
Guadalcanal; the flourishing cat-eye and shell necklace industry; our first 
Christmas overseas; the change of commanders on Guadalcanal; off the 
record sight-seeing trips; the loss of our Boston Bull terrier mascot; the 
transfer of some of the men to a regiment; the June 16th raid by Japanese 
planes; the confusion caused by New Zealand money; the dynamite fishing 
around Emirau Island; the monthly birthday parties; the nightly fish 
fries with liquid refreshments; the Armed Forces Institute Classes in the 
Russells; the beer party in the Admiralties; the long wait aboardship in 
both the Admiralty Islands and in Hollandia; New Guinea; the invasion 
landing at Dulag; the insufferable dust on the first day on the road from 
the beach; the mud after the rains came; fighting a typhoon that blew 
our tents down during one night; seeking shelter during the Japanese 
strafing; the three-day battle with the paratroopers; the long and ration- 
less trips to Samar; the early hospitality of Guiuan before the SP’s 
arrived; sitting through movies during rainy nights; the second anni- 
versary celebration that stopped the show; and the drawing for rotation. 
These are but a pitiful few of the incidents in the lives of the 61st Seabees. 

On these incidents alone a book could be written. Thus we hope the 


pictures and captions in this section will, in part, illustrate them. 
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b\st mobile equipment awaiting to be loaded for a future cruise from the Russells 
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Battalion birthday greeting card 
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| Army sign on the main road near the 61st Camp on Guadalcanal 
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Change of command on Guadalcanal 
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Mr. Confused Bee, 6Ist mascot 
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Jap tony on San Pablo strip near the 61st Camp, Leyte, P. I. 


B-29 pays a visit to the Samar airfield. 


161 


Wildcat lands on Samar airstrip built by 6lst. 


Fleet of mail planes at rest on the Samar airfield. 
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TBF landing from Samar airfield. 
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Filipino coastal ferry off Samar Island, P. I. 
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6Ist recipients of the Purple Heart Award, Samar Island, P. I. 
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Our first Christmas overseas, Guadalcanal, 1943 Our second Christmas overseas, Samar Island, P, |. 
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Weaschall 


Of all sports, in which the 61st Seabees engaged, baseball was probably 
the most successful athletic endeavor. The 61st organized its first base- 
ball club at Camp Rousseau, Port Hueneme, California, and played its 
first game on April 4, 1948, against the ABC Base team. This game 
was more or less a tryout for baseball prospects. After arriving overseas, 
the 61st, along with other services force units, organized a baseball league 
on Guadalcanal. 'The eight teams in this league represented the best ball 
clubs in the Southwest Pacific at that time. Consequently when the 61st 
won the league championship, they automatically became the Southwest 
Pacific Champions of 1943. This success was made possible under the 
leadership of Chief ‘Old Folks” Fuller and a squad and recreational com- 
mittee consisting of “Chunky” Maret, “Doc” Delia, “Schoolboy” Ponce, 
“Lefty” Fortune, “Curley Locks” Taylor, “Nawleens” Miller, “Maggie” 
Magnon, “Gabby” Whicker, “Sleepy” Guant, ‘Fatty’ Goble, “Red” 
Hughes, “Smoky” Greenaway, “Fireball” Rode, “Satchel-Hook” Molchan, 
“Little” Pruitt, “Big’’ Bigham, “Stubby” Kerns, “Caroline Joe’ Monett, 
“Butch” Kirkland, “Ol Proff’? Webb, “Chuck” Boffetti, “Mush Mouth” 
Mathis, and “Old Bones” Arnau. 

This team lost games, but never in a series. They were outstanding 
players for every position. For reasons of war, the Guadalcanal league 
was the only one with which our baseball team had a chance to compete. 
Competition has been keen wherever our team has had a chance to play, 
which has been often. The approximate standings on our ball club is 
40 wins and with but seven losses. 


Softball 


The 61st had never organized a Battalion softball club for interservice 
competition. Whenever another unit was played, a pick-up team was used. 
Contrary to this, however, an intramural league was formed in the Russell 
Islands comprised of six teams. 'These teams were represented by the five 
companies and the chiefs’ club. After gay, but raucous weeks of keen 
See Company A emerged the victor with Company D a close 
second. 

There were odd softball games played between officers and the chiefs 
and various pick-up teams. They were always scheduled on the spur of 
the moment. 
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basketball 


The 61st Basketteers never won a league championship, but were con- 
sidered by all competitors as being stiff competition. The basketball team 
was the only one that managed to engage in competition on every Island X. 
For their undying spirit and maintenance of physical fitness, the basket- 
teers deserve a great amount of credit. 

One noteworthy incident worth recounting took place on Guadalcanal. 
The Seabees were scheduled to play an Army MP officers team on a court 
beside a Japanese prisoners stockade. During the third quarter of the 
game, when the score was tied, Jap prisoners could be heard giving ex- 
cited yells to the perspiring players. 


They seemed to take an avid interest in the sport. 


Vly Ball 


This sport was only played regularly by the officers and the men of 
Company D. The men of Company D made a league inside their own 
company, being of platoon teams, and played every evening. The other 
companies engaged in the sport only sporadically. At no time was there 
a Battalion-sponsored team. 


Whiellincus [Lee 


On Emirau Island the 61st Seabees acquired a cast-off pool table from 
a newly arrived Army unit. Seabee craftsmen soon restored the table 
to good condition. Since that time that table has served to fill many 
spare hours for many war-weary Seabees. 

Such sports as tennis, badminton, handball, and horse shoes, were prac- 
tically unknown on our schedule of recreations. However, during the 
latter part of our stay on the Philippines, tennis courts and horse shoe 
courts were built, but the men never had sufficient time to use them 
extensively. 

Summarizing sports activities overseas, the editors would like to say 
that there was a real desire for athletic competition on the part of the 
men. But due to extensive service in the combat areas, opportunities were 
restricted. In spite of these restraining situations, the men did produce 
a sports schedule of worth from which they gained honors. We are proud 
of these accomplishments. 
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BASKETBALL SQUAD, EMIRAU ISLAND 


Front Row, Left to Right: Beers, Bedgood, Miller, Lapila, Molchan, and Poor. Second Row: Kupinski, Webb, 
Rodriguez, Kildea, ''Mgr.,'' Levi, Lilley, and Matchett. 


"Crip" shot 6lsters defeat the Marines. 
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Front Row, 


Front Row, 


1944 SOFTBALL INTRAMURAL CHAMPIONS, COMPANY A 


Left to Right: Poor, Hoff, Kirkland, (Capt.) Gauntt, and Miller. Second Row: Baxter, Geiger, 
Shaw, Maret, Maslanka, Elder, Beyrly, and Jackson. 


Left to Right: 
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61ST BOXING SQUAD, EMIRAU ISLAND 


Manganiello, 


Levy, 


Miller, 


Beers, 


Lapila, 


and Newkerk. Second Row: Latina, 


Sherman, Sperry, Henderson, O'Connell, Jochum, Morton, and Lively. 
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There comes a pause in the day’s occupation. 
Just as the sun is gathering its light rays, pre- 
paring to depart and brighten up another part of 
the earth, it is then that men turn their minds 
to the relaxing and soothing effects of recreation. 
The morale of every man and woman in the armed 
services is constructively influenced by the amount 
of time allowed to participate in diversified rec- 
reational activities. 

A search for musicians and entertainers was 
made during the Battalion’s training at Camp 
Peary. Then musical instruments were ordered. 
In the meantime B. F. Martin was selected as 
band leader. Lt. Eldridge was appointed as rec- 
reation officer. J. H. Kerns was athletic or 
“Smoker” promoter. Large attendences have 
seen many interesting wrestling and boxing 
matches in these “Smoker” promotions. 

At Camp Rousseau, Port Hueneme, the orches- 
tra came into full swing. The Oxnard USO Unit 
requested the band to play for their dances. 
This proved to be successful, and more perform- 
ances continued to appreciative audiences. The 
local newspaper complimented their efforts as 
entertainers. During the week days, the band 
practiced many of its numbers on the drill field, 
and thus the field drills were much more pleasant 
to the marching men. 

To the band members, April 4, 1943, was a 
day of many pleasant memories. At 1100 the 
band was escorted to the Saticoy Country Club. 
Here many screen personalities were seen, and 
having an opportunity to associate with them in 
entertaining approximately 8000 service men 
proved to be quite a treat to the musicians. Many 
autographs were collected, and a buffet style sup- 
per was enjoyed that evening with them. 

Prior to embarkation, the last and most im- 
pressive band and Battalion march was made on 
Sunday, April 11, when marching to Divine 
Services conducted by our Chaplain Alexander. 
This was the first event of this kind witnessed 
by Camp Rousseau personnel, and many compli- 
ments were given by the officers. 

On that memorable day of April 14, the 61st 
Battalion embarked on the M.S. Brastagi. As 
she sailed out of the harbor the music of “Anchors 
Aweigh” was being played by the band. Many 
lumps formed in the throats of the men as the 
Stateside coast line disappeared from view. 
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While en route to our unknown destination, 
the band played popular music over the ship’s 
public address system. At different intervals 
the program would be in charge of a dance or- 
chestra known as “Chuck Sperry and the Georgia 
Wildcats.” Any tune, hill-billy or popular, these 
boys played it, and with an added bit of humor- 
ous gab. They became favorite entertainers, 
playing special requests of those having birth- 
days. 

An eleven-day stop was made at Espiritu 
Santo Island in New Hebrides. During the 
stay the men went ashore for a swim on the 
beach. In the nearby coconut grove many coco- 
nuts were broken open and the white meat rel- 
ished. Also many lemons and limes were gath- 


ered. These activities afforded many hours of | 


relaxation and an opportunity to do a little bit 
of exploring on the beach and in a native settle- 
ment nearby. 


About a week after making a beachhead on 
Guadalcanal, a recreation tent was erected, with 
Chaplain Alexander in charge as Welfare Officer, 
and B. F. Martin assigned to him. In the tent 
could be found many games, radio to receive the 
latest news flashes, popular and classical music 
records with a portable phonograph, writing ta- 
bles, several hundred books, and sports equip- 
ment. At the Koli Camp site another recreation 
tent was erected. J. H. Kerns was assigned to 
look after the recreational equipment located 
there. Many books were to be had, radio for 
listening to latest broadcast news to this area, 
records, and card games, as well as many news- 
papers and magazines. 

One of their many songs had a realistic touch. 
Yes, “Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammuni- 
tion.” It was on July 17 that the orchestra was 
detailed to put on a show, to entertain the 217 
Coast Artillery (Anti-Aircraft) Unit. The boys 
half way completed their program, when the 
air raid signal was given. Each one rushed in 
a mad scramble to seek cover in the foxholes. 
It wasn’t long before the gunners needed more 
ammunition and extra help to get it to them. 
Thus the Seabee Orchestra boys had a job of 
passing these projectiles to the gunners in the 
pit. This they did with valiant swiftness. Soon 
the command was given to get under cover, as 
the Jap planes were nearly overhead. After 


several minutes the air alert was over and the 
boys started again to finish their program. After 
playing several numbers an interruption of four 
“ker-woomph” blasts were heard. Quick dives 
into the foxholes followed and as before, the 
musicians were passing the ammunition into the 
gun pits. Later they were relieved at the sight 
of a night fighter downing the invading bomber 
plane. It was nearly midnight when the boys 
finally completed their program. The Seabees 
that made this tour are: B. F. Martin, music 
director; F. D. Harrison, trumpet; W. R. Haw- 
kingourar. «Carrol Huckabay suitar>’ CG. -.H: 
Sperry, vocalist; O. N. Vandecar, drums; and 
C. T. MacDouglass. | 

Our first star of stage and screen to appear on 
our stage in Guadalcanal was Jim Burke, come- 
dian. His performance easily substantiated his 


reputation as one of the leading comedians in the. 


show business. 


Soon to follow was Randolph Scott with his 
group of entertainers: Rosita Moreno, Mary EI- 
liott, Frances Faye. Being the first women to 
perform on our stage, they attracted wide-spread 
publicity among other units and a large attend- 
ance was had that night. Many encores were 
encouraged, and if an applause meter could have 
registered the applause that night, the stage show 
would have been declared a unanimous success. 

Lieut. Maynard was introduced to the men the 
following afternoon. He gave an address about 
New Zealand, its hospitality, scenic parks to see 
and forms of recreation that could be found there. 
This trip to New Zealand turned out to be educa- 
tional as well as a place of sincere hospitality, 
which was enjoyed by all members of the 61st. 
Many expressed their appreciation and desire to 
see the country again. 

Being hurried back to Guadalcanal, we left for 
Emirau, the next invasion to be made by the 
Battalion. After a few weeks of hewing out 
the jungle to make a suitable camp site, our 
stage was erected. On the night of June 1, 1944, 
the 68rd Battalion Band gave us our first stage 
show, which was well received. In the latter 
part of the month, the 17th Special gave a good 
performance. 

To the men having birthdays in a certain 
month are given a special banquet. The men 
having birthdays in the following months are 
also given a special banquet. Thus each man will 
have an opportunity to celebrate his birthday. 
Special delicacies are prepared for these oc- 
casions and are enjoyed with gastronomic ap- 
preciation. 
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After finishing our projects, the Battalion was 
then moved to Banika Island of the Russell’s. 
Here, after becoming situated in our new camp 
site, an opportunity came to listen to one of the 
finest military bands known, the Royal New 
Zealand Air Force Band. This band showed its 
versatile accomplishments by playing many types 
of music. Later in the evening, one of America’s 
top-flight comedians, Bob Hope, accompanied by 
Frances Langford and Jerry Colonna, played. 
Both shows were well received and attended by a 
large audience. 

Our band was once again organized with Chief 
Mayor in charge. Many of the instruments had 
to be repaired or traded for better ones. Dili- 
gent practice followed. The band members 
were, Sax section: J. H. Pickels, I. N. Newkirk, 
P. R. Gonzales, J. F. Mayor; Trumpet: F. D. 
Harrison; Guitar: W. R. Hawkins; Trombone: 
H. E. Magnan; Bass Violin, C. M. Bassham; and 
Drums: O. W. Van Decar. The rhythmic swing 
music played by the orchestra has been in big 
demand by other service units, having been asked 
to appear on their respective programs. 

It was here that Chaplain Scott relieved Chap- 
lain Alexander. Thereafter it was a matter of 
but a few days before the camp was torn down 
and loaded on the ships taking us to our next 
invasion on the Island of Leyte in the Philippines. 

Along with many other “firsts,” the 61st Or- 
chestra has the distinction of being the very first 
organized swing band to play in the Philippines 
since the Japanese invasion. The band played 
for many parties and dances involving Ameri- 
cans and Filipinos as well as giving concerts on 
special occasions for the Battalion. 

Chief Mayor was told by an elderly Filipino 
that the people were quite impressed by the va- 
riety of numbers the band played and everyone 
in his village was enthusiastically fond of Ameri- 
can swing. In fact, this man stated that it was 
the first American band he had seen for over 
twenty years. 

Every place the swing band has played since 
its arrival on the islands, the Filipino people 
have gathered in huge numbers to listen. After 
each selection their enthusiastic approval was 
deafening. 

Several Filipino musicians have asked if they 
might practice with our band in order to improve 
their technique. 

Among our entertainers can be found an amus- 
ing and colorful personality, Chuck Sperry, a 
man of varied talents. His talents seem capable 


of doing things without provocation. Many 
things for that matter, about all that one can 
do about his talents is to ignore them until they 
decide to become a stage show or a work project. 
Then you can sit back and stare at the display 
with the customary awe. He certainly gets re- 
sults. 

Several weeks later our permanent camp site 
was constructed on Samar Island. There was a 
super-streamlined stage with adjoining dressing 
room for the USO glamour gals. 

Chief D. W. Billups conceived the plan to build 
a stage of scrapped Quonset hut material. Be- 
ing called to receive a commission, he left Chief 
S. L. Cason in charge of the project. Chief 
Cason called together a crew of craftsmen and 
told them what was needed to be done. E. H. 
Knetig, H. R. Kraatz, W. B. Steel constructed 
the framework and sheathed it with corrugated 
iron. Chief Cason and C. A. Jackson installed 
the sound fixtures. J. W. Drew, P. Laurent and 
R. A. Shannon secured the necessary material 
and painted modernistic patterns to complete 
the project. 

The finished product resembles the most mod- 
ern type stage of a streamlined movie house in 
the States. The screen is above the shell-like 
stage, and both are flanked by modernistic wing 
panels. The panel colors start with black at the 
top and are followed down with yellow, green, 
and maroon respectively. The interior of the 
shell stage is a soft gray. 

A resemblance of a Latin-American fiesta was 
the first performance brought to us by four 
featured players of USO Unit No. 460. They 
sang and danced. before a large crowd of cheer- 
ing Seabees. 

Lonnie Alonso, a senorita from Wyoming won 
the men’s hearts by her charming rendition of 
Spanish songs and the current Hit-Parade fa- 
vorite, “Rum and Coca-Cola.” Mayita de la 
Valle, fresh from three years of film work at 
Warner Brothers, made all the boys whistle their 
best—“‘street corner’”’ style—as she did her whirl- 
ing dances. Both of these girls were beautifully 
costumed. Fred Orrico, Brooklyn tenor, and 
Manuel San Miguel, from Broadway’s ‘Mexican 
Hayride,” drew their share of applause. 

On Christmas Eve a party was given in the 
mess hall. A Backhau tree, native to the Philip- 
pines, served as a Christmas tree. Its many 
short leaves and branches were suitable for orna- 
ments. Chief J. McClukie, D. S. Weis and the 
Bellamy brothers decorated the tree with bits of 
odly painted objects and the features of a hand- 
drawn Santa Claus in front. Over the serving 
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counters were placed crepe paper which brought 
a touch of home. 

Movies! the main attraction of recreation that 
is looked forward to and about which a question 
is asked a hundred times a day, if not more. 
The answer is posted on the bulletin board and 
the other places about camp. Yes, the desire 
for entertainment out here in the Pacific is very 
great. , 

The 61st came overseas without any motion 
picture equipment. Through the efforts of the 
Supply Department and our Chaplain, two worn- 
out machines were obtained by trade. They 
never proved to be quite satisfactory, due to the 
shortage of satisfactory working parts. Later 
a 16-mm. machine was secured that operated 
very well, though the supply of film was limited. 

Chief Cason was assigned as operator or pro- 
jectionist. During the latter part of our stay on 
the Canal, the operator was required to make the 
trip to Koli Camp, a distance of eighteen miles, 
to provide movie entertainment for the boys lo- 
cated there. Several occasions, during those 
trips, proved to be humorous and some to be a 
little pathetic. Once, while projecting an air 
raid scene on the screen, someone leaped up and 
gave an ear-shattering shout, “Air raid!” 
Everyone either ran, jumped, or crawled wildly 
to nearby foxholes. The operator was left alone 


in the darkness, until out of the stygian gloom, 


a firm friendly hand pulled him into a nearby 
foxhole. After several minutes of sitting in a 
twisted position, he cautiously peered out and 
saw the lights in the airfield lit. Another inci- 
dent at Koli was a tropical dew that caused a 
bridge to be washed out. The operator was de- 
tained at the bank of the swollen stream. A 
disgruntled experience spread over his counte- 
nance as he gazed over the wide expanse where 
once was a bridge. 

At Teneru Camp it hadn’t rained a drop. There- 
fore it took a lot of perspiration and fast patter 
to tell his powers-that-be that it wasn’t GI double 
talk that kept him detained. 

Chief Cason has had C. A. ‘“Pee-Wee” Jack- 
son assigned to him. “Pee-Wee,” a dust bowl 
Kansan, showed much‘ aptitude while being 
schooled to be a projectionist. After several 
months, ‘‘Pee-Wee’’ has proven to be a capable 
operator, as well as assisting in handling the 
stage sound equipment while putting on USO 
shows. 

The 61st Battalion is fortunate to have Chief 
S. L. Cason, a competent projectionist of many 
years’ operating experience in civilian life. 


Farewell dance, March 14, 1944, Town Hall, Auckland, N. Z. 


Georgia Wildcats in action in Auckland, N. Z. 
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Watching the floorshow, Town Hall, Auckland 


"Cuttin' the rug, New Zealand style" 
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The Georgia Wildcats, 
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6lst Seabees' Theater, Russell Islands. | 
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Filipino serenade 


Samar Island, P. |. 
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Mayta de la Valle, Warner Brothers star, swings a mean hip USO unit dressed for 6Ist show on Samar Island 


for the 6Ister on Samar Island. 


Little Peggy Alexander greets us on Russells. Mayta has everything. 
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Mexican USO show entertains us on Samar Island. 
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Keligion 


Religious opportunities, with the comforts and 
encouragement of each man’s faith, have been a 
part of our Battalion life from the beginning of 
our induction. 

At Camp Peary, religious services for all faiths 
were provided in both our Battalion area and at 
the Base Chapel. Chaplain Paul Edgar, the Base 
Chaplain, was always available for religious guid- 
ance and counsel, as well as being indefatigable 
in helping out in many other personal matters. 

Just a few weeks before we left Camp Peary 
for advance training, Chaplain McConnell re- 
ported for duty as our Battalion Chaplain. 
Shortly thereafter we entrained for Gulfport, 
Mississippi, from which station we received our 
nine days’ leave. Returning to this Advance 
Base after our leave period, we learned that 
Chaplain McConnell had been detached for sea 
duty. Leaving Gulfport shortly thereafter for 
Camp Rousseau, Hueneme, California, we were 
somewhat dubious as to whether we were to have 
a Chaplain before embarking. Imagine our satis- 
faction a couple of weeks later when Chaplain 
Robert C. Alexander reported for duty with the 
61st. 

At Camp Rousseau, we found regular services 
for both Protestants and Roman Catholics at the 
Base Chapel. Chaplain Paul McCleave, the Base 
Chaplain, was always available to us, until our 
own Chaplain reported. 


After Chaplain Alexander reported aboard, 
a choir was organized. An early service was pro- 
vided in our area in one of the warehouses. 
Chaplain Alexander also preached at the Base 
Chapel on several occasions. During this period, 
the Chaplain and CPO MacDouglas, through the 
help of the Salvation Army, secured an excellent 
portable reed organ, which has gone along with 
us. Perhaps the most memorable service was 
held the Sunday evening before our embarkation. 
On this occasion the Battalion formed in march- 
ing order and, led by the Battalion Band playing 
“Onward Christian Soldiers,’ with the Battalion 
Banner and the national ensign leading, marched 
to the Base Chapel, where our Chaplain preached 


an appropriate sermon and administered the Holy 


Communion. 

Our services aboard the M.S. Brastagi at sea 
were novel. Each Sunday we rigged for Church 
Services on the aft deck of the bridge and super- 
structure. There was always a celebration of 
the Holy Communion early and a general service 
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later. There were three unforgetable services 
aboard the Brastagi—Palm Sunday, Easter, and 
Mother’s Day. It was a unique experience to 
worship God on those great religious days on- 
board a troop ship sailing smoothly over the 
beautiful blue Pacific. During Easter week one 
person was baptized just before making our land- 
ing on Guadalcanal. We concluded our voyage 
with an appropriate service of thanksgiving for 
our safe crossing and arrival at our destination. 

Our first service on Guadalcanal was held un- 
der a small side-wall tent, with a table serving as 
a temporary altar. In a short time this has been 
transformed into a sanctuary with a raised deck, 
altar, altar-rail, pulpit and prayer desk. Our 
organ was set up in the sanctuary, and choir 
benches arranged chancel-wise provided seating 
for the choir. Through the cooperation of Com- 
mander Studdert, the Battalion plaque, Company 
banners, Battalion flag and national ensign were 
used effectively to decorate the sanctuary. Chief 
Ledford carved two beautiful candelabra and a 
cross for the altar. The altar and sanctuary 
furniture were painted white and trimmed in 
blue and gold. A coral deck was laid down in 
front of the sanctuary, and benches from the 
Recreation tent were placed there for services. 
As our Chaplain pointed out, ““We have an altar,” 
around which all churches had been built. Just 
as the sanctuary was built, Trinity Sunday came. 
This, together with the coincidence that both our 
Chaplain and the Officer-in-Charge hailed from 
churches named Trinity, the sanctuary was dedi- 
cated and named Trinity Chapel Under the Palms, 
Trinity Sunday, June, 19438. 


Two Protestant services and a Roman Catholic 
Mass were held each Sunday thereafter. Choir 
practice was conducted during the mid-week. 
Our choir has included the following members: 
W. H. Preston, W. B. Steele, B. F. Martin, J. 
W.. Kitchen, A.. P.. Haus,. E. R.]Rodew Cave 
Basham, F. D. Harrison, E. L. Gunnarson, E. 
M. Swearingen, H. VanOstrand, C. 'T. MacDoug- 
lass E. T. Mathis, C. A. Wall, L. E. Davis ie 
Montgomery. 


In September sidewalls of camouflage netting, 
a native thatched roof and belfry were added. 
These were provided by Chief Jackson with the 
use of native laborers. D. B. Webb painted two 
angels kneeling on each side of the altar. The 
interior was painted green by Neal Torens. The 
altar pulpit and sanctuary furnishings were deco- 


rated by Max Forkish. So beginning with a sim- 
ple sanctuary under a tent, our Chapel grew to 
be a thing of beauty and holiness, where we en- 
joyed many services of worship together, often 
also with natives in attendance. In times of 
stress and sad news from home, many a man has 
entered the Chapel for quiet, rest and help from 
the Unseen Presence. 


One remembers especially three outstanding 
services in the Trinity Chapel Under the Palms. 
There was the Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, 
and Christmas. Perhaps the most memorable 
was the midnight Christmas Eve Service. Out- 
side was a Christmas tree contrived and deco- 
rated with lights and ornaments, attesting the 
versatile ingenuity and the “Can Do” of the 
Seabees. Singing Christmas Carols, hearing the 
choir sing the communion service, and simple 
Christmas anthem, with the candlelight, the 
Christmas epistle, gospel and message, all made 
home in its spiritual essence closer. For the 
Roman Catholics there was the Holy Mass on 
Christmas Day with its emphasis on the Birth 
of Christ in Bethlehem. A number of men were 
baptized here. 


Other religious groups were not neglected on 
Guadalcanal. Transportation was always pro- 
vided for both the Hebrews and the Christian 
Scientists to points where services were provided 
for those of these faiths. 

On February the Battalion was given a rest 
period in New Zealand. Here the men had many 
opportunities for religious worship and fellow- 
ship. Services and entertainment were provided 
by the Anglican Churches, the Baptist, Christian 
and other denominations. The Roman Catholic 
Church and the Hebrew and Christian Science 
were available for men of these faiths. The 
YMCA also made a great contribution. The 
Anglican Bishop of Auckland had made plans to 
confirm ‘some of the men. Unfortunately our 
leave was suddenly canceled and this blessing 
was denied them. 

Returning to Guadalcanal preparatory to a 
forward move, special embarkation services were 
provided in the Chapel for both Protestants and 
Roman Catholics. These were solemn services, 
as the men knew that we were headed farther 
into Japanese territory than any Seabee had yet 
been. : 

We pause to pay tribute here to three com- 
rades: George Miller Hunter, George Wright 
Bordley, and Patrick William McGouirk, whom 
we have left behind. Two of these men were 
victims of accidents, and one of disease. They 
were buried in that burial plot of heroes, beside 
many other comrades, who gave their all for 
their country. Here in Guadalcanal Cemetery 


their bodies were committed to the ground and 
their souls to Almighty God. 

En route to our new field of work, some aboard 
LST’s, others on LCI’s, religious services were 
held on Passion Sunday, 1944. 


Arriving at Emirau during Passion Week, 
Palm Sunday was our first ashore. The Chaplain 
had two services on the beach with the congrega- 
tion sitting around on drift wood. Palm Crosses 
made by the Chaplain were given to the men as 
mementos of this Holy Day. By being enclosed 
with camouflage wire-netting, a sanctuary, altar, 
and altar rail were constructed, and a simple 
Chapel was equipped for Easter. There was a 
sunrise and evening service for Protestants and 
Roman Catholics. During this period the Jewish 
Passover services were held in another battalion. 
Transportation was provided to these celebra- 
tions. | 


Work continued on the Chapel. Chief Powell 
and his men did a good job. Chief MacDouglass 
built a rustic pulpit. Others wove palm matts 
for altar frontal and wainscoating for the Sanctu- 
ary. ; 

Finally the religious gear arrived. Company 
banners were hung over the altar rail. Our 
carved candalabra and cross were placed on the 
altar. The mariners’ cross and an appropriate 
gift cross from Miss Mary Bowditch were placed 
on the altar frontal and pulpit respectively. The 
Battalion and national flags were hung by the 
door. Coconut logs were placed in position for 
pews. Another Chapel had been built by the 
Seabees. Being that Emirau is in the St. Mathias 
group, the Chapel was named St. Mathias by the 
Sea. It was erected on the beach, and a short 
distance away the rolling surf could be heard. 

Here we again celebrated Mother’s Day, re- 
calling our Christian Mothers’ faith and love for 
us, for country and for God. Every Sunday of 
significance was given special recognition in the 
services. Every Sunday there were three serv- 
ices in the Chapel of St. Mathias by the Sea. 


Our next move brought us to Banika. Here 
was built a very attractive Chapel, which we 
named the Chapel of the Transfiguration. The 
first service was held here in the Feast of the 


_ Transfiguration. Riddles of red, white and blue 
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with a dossal of white was first used here, this 
being the first time signal cloth was available. 
Many interesting and inspiring services were 
held regularly on Sunday. The Roman Catholics 
celebrated their holy days here as well as the 
weekly mass with Chaplain of the 12th CUB 
Unit as the officiant. The men having little work 
here, the attendance at the regular services 
showed considerable improvement. 
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Chaplain Alexander was relieved by Chaplain 
Harold A. Scott, who reported aboard the U.S.S. 
Sabik en route to its next invasion, which later 
proved to be Leyte. Protestant Services were 
conducted onboard each Sunday. 

One evening after “darken ship” a few men 
at the bow of the ship began to sing familiar 
songs and eventually got around to hymns. The 
next evening they invited the Chaplain to join 
them to lead in prayer. This soon developed into 
a fellowship of worship each night with as many 
men participating as could get in close enough. 

On Leyte, soon after “A” Day in the Philip- 
pines, a temporary Chapel was set up in a sixteen- 
by-fifty tent. Improvisation of the altar was made 
by laying a white cloth across the top of a huge 
crate then hanging a piece of dark greenfelt in 
front and placing the portable altar gear in front 
of the Battalion’s new triptych. The carpenters 
made benches to serve as pews. 

The triptych which had been ordered by Chap- 
lain Alexander arrived while we were in the 
Russells. It appropriately shows three scenes of 
labor and religion being joined together in a 
common effort. ‘The dominant central panel 
shows a mural of the Holy Family in the car- 
penter shop working. On the right wing is pic- 
tured Nehemiah and his men rebuilding the 
walls of Jerusalem with tools in one hand and 
weapons in the other. On the left wing are pic- 
tured working-fighting Seabees at worship and 
going out to their work of construction. 


When the Battalion moved to Samar, a beauti- 
ful native constructed Chapel was erected, using 
mostly Filipino carpenters. The engineering of- 
fice drew plans which were turned over to Harry 
Schmer, with a construction force of Filipinos. 
They erected a frame of coconut logs and made 
a roof of palm frond thatch which was woven 
by the wives and sisters of the carpenters. State- 
side pews were made by the Battalion carpenters 
who also built a beautiful chancel, altar and pul- 
pit. The electricians installed an intricate light- 
ing system that included spotlights directed at 
the silver cross on the altar. The result, a 
beautiful Chapel being named “The Chapel of the 
Good Samaritan.” 

The Roman Catholic men were very fortunate 
to have access to the historic and picturesque 
“Church of the Immaculate Conception” in 
Guiuan. At the church, during Christmas holi- 
days, electric lights illuminated the beautiful and 
impressive ritual of Christmas Solemn High 
Mass. Later a gift of several thousand pesos 
was presented to an aged Filipino priest, as an aid 
to repair the damage done to the church during 
the Japanese occupation. 

During the life and travels of the Battalion, 
the facilities of religion have always been pres- 
ent. Men of every faith have found their oppor- 
tunities to worship. Here has been exemplified 
according to the highest traditions of American 
freedom, the opportunity to worship God, each 
man according to the dictates of his conscience. 


View of the altar of 6Ist church on Guadalcanal 
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Trinity Church under the palms, Guadalcanal 
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ALEXANDER, R. C., Chaplain, 520 Morton St., Nashville, 


Tenn. 


BEER, R. G., Lieut, (jg), R.F.D. 4, Mansfield, Ohio, 


BBERKELEY Week. Chi Garpy 32 Harvest: st-, south 


Boston, Mass. 


BERMAN, S., Lt. Comdr. (MC), Detroit, Mich. 


BRUNNER, J. D., Lieut. (jg), 14084 N. Mansfield, 
Hollywood, Calif. 


BUHNER, M. H., Lieut. (jg), 1625 Chatham St., Racine, 
Wis. 


BOWKER, B. M., Comdr., Manchester, N. H. 


CONNOR, R, J., Lieut, 4022-36th St., Mt. Rainier, Md. 


CONNOR, C, M., Lieut. (jg), Osborne Ave., Catons- 
ville, Md. 


CRAVEN, J. B., Lieut (jg), Morganton, N. C. 


CRESTO, V. E.(, Lieut, 111 East Sixth St., Trinidad, Colo, 


DONALDSON, D. L., Lieut (jg), 263 Payson Rd., 


Belmont, Mass. 


ELSPERMAN, A. R., Lieut., 6534 Murdock Ave., St. 


Louis, Mo. 


EUBANK, D,. F., Lieut., 737 Kirby Pl., Shreveport, La. 


ELDRIDGE, W. R., Lieut., Kansas City, Kan. 


FISHER, E. A., Lieut., 1644 Humboldt Blvd., Chicago, 


GLAZIER, M., Lt. Comdr., Los Angeles, Calif. 


GRAFFIN, R, F., Ch. Carp., Box 115, Columbia, N. J. 


GRUND, J. F., Ch. Carp., 618 Jones St., Eveleth, Minn. 
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HEALY, J. H., Lieut. (jg), 125 Harding Ave., Ironwood, 
Mich. 


KAHLER, K. K., Carp., 2515 Izard St., Little Rock, Ark. 
URE, ©, 12, Ieteunr (Wigi> Ra tm De 3, iroyecINE YK 
HILL, A. E., Lieut, 5951 West Huron St., Chicago, Ill. 


MacDONALD, N. J., Lieut. (jg), 1703 37th Ave., Oak- 
land, Calif. 


McCANN, R. M., Lieut., Milton, Ill. 
MNES, Fs So, (eeu, (hie), GOs S. Main Sim, Paitis. Mill 


MIUIMEY, Jo do, Cari, G32 Chin Sit, Bretoldhan, INL 4 


NELSON, T. J., Lieut (jg), 552 36th St., Sacramento, 
Calif. 


NEWCOMEB, T. W., Lieut, Long Branch, N, J. 


PARIS, J. B., Lieut., 115 W. Seaman Ave., Baldwin, N. Y. 


PIPER, J. D., Lieut., 125 Admiral Rd., Stillwater, Okla. - 


POTTS, E. T., Lieut., Amber, Penn. 
ROBBINS, C. E., Lieut., Gallatin, Tex. 


SCHOLZE, G. E., Lieut (jg), 1215 S. 14th St., Burling- 


ton, lowa. 


SCOTT, H. A., Lieut., 100 Parkway Rd., Bronxville, N. Y. 
STUDDERT, W, W., Comdr., New Bern, N. C. 


THOMAS, J. H., Lt. Comdr. (MC), 270 Lenox Ave., 
South Orange, N, J. 


THURSTON, C. W., Ens., 56 Morris St., Yonkers, N. Y. 
WRIGHT, C, T., Ch. Carp., McLeansboro, Ill, 


KOOPMAN, H., Lt. Comdr., Atwood St., Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 


ALABAMA 
BURNETT, B. E., Gen. Del., Hartford, 
BURTON, Early H., 2 Chestnut St., Mont- 


gomery. 


COURTNEY ae Co gees }427 eS.y)9tha st. 


Birmingham. 


DICKERSON, Cecil T., 5830 Second Court, 
N., Birmingham. 


DODD, Milford, Gen. Del., Kimberly. 
CAUNIievamess lames 4+lighs bitthe Ave. 


Decatur. 


FUREERSeeRobbings £8 i201) l3th Ave. 
Phoenix City. 


KELLY, Ben W., 20! E. Mattie South St., 


Florence. 


KIEFER, Charles M., 1424 15th Ave., S., 


Birmingham. 


KIRSCH, Walter H., 327 Wildwood Ave., 


Florence. 


McDOW, E, W., 2128 47th Pl., Birming- 
ham, 


MONTGOMERY, Edward, Brownville. 
NIEMINEN, lechywenel [E, IRie 3, Tkere I7/7ls 


Bessemer. 
DAG ER WilfanmlolGeAtceHaighte Ensley. 
PINKERTON, B. D., Cullman. 
POLK, George A., Box 6, ook Springs. 
SMITH, Roland H., 1408 Third Ave., Jasper. 
VEST, Claud W., Box 131, Hanceville. 
STINSON, J. T., R. F. D. No. 1, Brundidge, 


ARIZONA 


LUKIN, Gharles, P. ©, Box 1832 Tanner 
Const, Co., Phoenix. 


ARKANSAS 
ALLEN, Thomas V., Lawton. 


BASSHAM, Charles M., Gen. Del., Moun- 
tainburg. 


CARSON, John Q., Jr., Mountainburg. 


CHAMBERS, Raloh V., Rt. I, Box I16, 
McGehee. 


DIXON, Hadley D., Box 902, El Dorado. 
FARRIS, Frank E., Gen. Del., Clarksville. 
FULLINGTON, John W., Rt. |, Box 56, 


Benton. 
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GILDON, Tildon C., Rt. |, Doddridge. 


HOBBS, Charles W., 410 East Sixth St., 
Little Rock. 


HOLCOMB, Ira L., Mountain Home. 


HOLT, Luther O., 504 North Vine St., 


Harrison. 


J@ORINSOW|), (Coo tel, [a TRG 2, ewe 8 
Quitman. 


JOHNSON, Freeland F., Rt. |, Box 5073, 
Helena. 


JONES, Jack, Bradley. 


KNIGHT, Eldred A., Hardy. 


LAWSON, Curtis, Box 65, Monticello. 


MARTIN, Albert L., Gen, Del., Siloam 
Springs. 


NIX, Robert W., 612 Albert Pike, Hot 
Springs. 


PEEVEY, Mathew M., MM RFD 3, Alma. 
PIPKIN, Clarence M., Waldo, 
SPEIRER, Thomas L, Nettleton. 
STOKES, Alvis W., Gen. Del., Delight. 


TAYLOR, Irvin W., 180% West Sixth St., 
Pine Bluff. 


TAYLOR, Royce E., 500 North !8th St., 
Fort Smith. 


THOMPSON, Harvey B., 1517 Genny Lind 
Ave., Fort Smith. 


THOMPSON, Henry H., Rt. 6, Box 32-A, 
El Dorado. 


TURNER, James F., 1606 North Pierce St., 
Little Rock. 


WOOD, Lawrence C., Rt. 2, Van Buren. 
WRIGHT, Charles T., Saratoga. 
YORK, William D., Ashtown. 


CALIFORNIA 


AYERS, Kenneth F., 1085 East Main St., 


Ventura, 


BEDNAR, Franklin .R., 940 Cedar Ave., 
Fort Bragg. 


DELIVEAU, Joseph R., Casa Del Rey Hotel, 
Santa Cruz. 


BERTELSEN, John O., 315 Norega St., San 


Francisco. 


BLUE, Wilburn R., 390! Calles Ave., Los 
Angeles. 
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BORN, Gerald H., 925 Avis Dr., El Cerrito, 


BREWER, John D., 720 Summer Ave., 
Fresno, 


BURGESS, Clarence E., San Lorenzo. 


CRAGER, Richad W., 2315 Anaheim 
Blvd., Long Beach. 


DREW, John S., Cottonwood. 


DUTTER, Ray W., 620 Main St., Vallejo. 


EVENSON, Donald E., 304 Hope Ave., 
Santa Barbara, 


GAUL, James W., 1312 Alabama St., 
Vallejo. 


GILES, Dennis S., 68th Sixth , St, San 


Francisco. 


HALE, Robert J., 1470 California St., San 


Francisco. 


HAMMON, Everett S., 5633 Fresno Blvd., 
Richmond. 


HESS, John J., Box 126, Central Valley. 


HASTINGS, James A., 4139 S. Victoria 
Ave., Los Angeles. 


ILER, Charles E., 407 East 109th St., Los 
Angeles. 


JANOVICH, Nicholas P., Rt. 2, Box 122-A, 


Baranda Ave., Mountain View. 


KAY, Woodrow L., 624 South 19th St., 
Richmond. 


KISPERT, Charles T., Box 432, Bishop. 


KOCH, Melvin A., 1551 Echo Park Ave., 
Los Angeles. 


LAWLESS, Raymond, 103! Irving St., San 


Francisco. 


LITTLE, Donald W., 1948 Bidwell Way, 


Sacramento. 


LOWMAN, Harold J., 1713 O St., Sacra- 


mento. 


MARTIN, Tony R., Rt. 2, Box 64, Mountain 
View. 


McCOLLUM, Herbert G., 1106 East Cali- 
fornia St., Glendale. 


MILAN, Dorsey P., 1515 Martin Terr., Los 
Angeles. 


NORRIS, Emmerson E., R.F.D. I, Box 8, 


Paradise. 


NYSTROM, S. C., 256 Pacific -Center, 
Richmond. 


OLSEN, Henry E., R.F.D., I17!1 N. Los 
Altos. 


— 


OTTO, Albert R., 22441 Foot Hill Blvd., 
Hayward. 


PONTIOUS, Raymond H., 3309 S. San 
Gabriel Blyd., San Gabriel. 


POTES, Earl F., 2660 S, San Gabriel Blvd., 
San Gabriel. 


QUEBERG, Herbert G., 10540 San Gabriel 
Ave., South Gate. 


RONNEKAMP, Eugene W., 745 Fifth 
Apartment 9, San Bernardino. 


REED, David R., 1917 Hefferman St., Cal- 


lexico. 
SHAFER, Ned W., 41424 N. Rampart Blvd. 
Los Angeles. 


SKALISKY, William J., 3417 47th St., 


Sacramento. 


SHOSTED, Rudolph "C,"" 10 Huntley Dr., 
Los Angeles. 


STEEL, Walter B., 2030 Fox Hills Drive, 
Los Angeles. 


TREMELLEN, Samuel E., Gen. Del., Los 
Angeles. 


TORENS, Neal F., 384 C St., Chino. 
TURNER, Charles R., 1335 California St., 


San Francisco. 


TORNOE, Helmuth, Gen. Del., San Fran- 


cisco. 

WALL, Carl A., 122 E. Cocoa St., Comp- 
ton, 

WESTLUND, Ear! L., Navato. 


WHEELER, John P., 225 Hyde St, San 


Francisco. 


*KIKENDALL, William H., 1411 W. 50th 
St., Los Angeles. 


COLORADO 


AUBLE, Clayton J., Wray. 


BENNETT, Allen W., 1515 Downing St., 


Denver. 


DAVISSON, Paul F., 
Pueblo. 


1719 Carlile St., 


EVERETT, Kenneth L.-— 1780 South Wash- 


ington St., Denver. 
HAIRES, David W., 338 G St., Salida. 
HITE, R. H., 3037 High St., Denver. 
STEPHENSON, M., Gen. Del., Pueblo. 
SHEPHARD, James H., Box 365, Towler. 
SUESS, Henry W., 2586 South Acoma St., 


Denver. 


WILSON, Billy J., P. ©. Box 508, Las 
Animas. 


CONNECTICUT 
LAPILA, Joseph J., New Britain. 
MORRELL, Walter J., 49 Arthur St., New 


Haven. 


RIBON, deli (R win, 7 Prise Str, 
Bridgeport. 


ROBERG, William D., Litchfield. 
LAMBERT, Ovila J., 461 North St, Wil- 


liamantic. 


ROBINSON, James W., 6 David St., New 


Haven. 


MELMAN, Abraham J., 32 Hawkins St., 
Waterbury. 


MURPHY, Maurice A., 3lst St., Anson, 
Derby. 


NOMET, John S., 25 Actua St., Nantatuck. 


WINEGAR, Robert A., 44 Putnam St. 


Bristol. 


MROZINSKY, Edwin L., 328 Surf Ave., 
Stratsford. 


HOLABIRD, Marshall T., Brookmead, North 
Branford. 


PORTELANCE, Albert J., Jr, 14 Avery 
Court, New London. 


WELCH, John M., 368 Pine Rock Ave., 
Hamden. 


RIVAL, Frank P., 1291 Forbes St., East 


Hartford. 


MALTESE, Pasquale P., 54 Lambert St., 
West Haven. 


GRIPP, John, Jr., 96 Mather St., Hartford. 
KAMINSKI, Edward J., 153 Hickory St., 


Norwich. 


MULVANEY, John M., 53 Canaan St., 
Bridgeport. 


HYLAND, James F., 237 Washington St., 


Forestville. 


YURKSAITIS, Joseph A., Apt. 314 Bldg. 
15, Marvia Village, Bridgeport. 


MILLER, Raymond (n), 7 Main St., Willi- 


mantic. 


DELAWARE 


LATINA, Joseph S., 520 East Fourth St., 
Wilmington. 


FLORIDA 


ALDERMAN, James B., 1219 Cottage St., 
Fort Myers. 


ALEXSUK, John, Rt. 1, Box 125, Masaryk- 


town. 
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ANDERSON, James S., 1156 N.W. 56th St., 
Miami. 

BOYLES, Ralph C., 300 E. Evans Ave., 
Orlando. 


BURNS, Richard A., Rt. 6, Box 197, S. 


Jacksonville. 


BURNHAM, Robert E., c/o Univ. of Fla. 


Campus, Gainesville. 
CARRIER, Walter F., 432 45th St., West 
Palm Beach. 
CHAPMAN, Morriss, Box 287, Plant City. 
DAVIS, Ira M., 4831 Sappho, Jacksonville. 


ELMQUIST, Eugene G., 3052 S.W. Sixth 
St., Miami. 


FREEMAN, Alfred A., 33334 East Ninth St., 


Sarasota. 
GAINES, Joe M., Lakeland. 
GILES, Walter P., 320 Palm St., Titus- 


ville. 
HARRELL, Perry N., Live Oak. 


HAYES, Harold H., 1705 20th Ave., N., 
St. Petersburg. 


LEECE, Jeffre A., 3293 Brentwood Ave., 
Jacksonville. 


MANNING, Lawrence L., Rt. 1, Box 1630, 
Miami. 

NALLS, James T., Jr., Box 122, Hilliard. 

NIXON, Daniel A., 1080 E., Broad St., 
Tampa. 

PARKER, James B., Jr., 309 South Edison, 
Tampa. 


PEARSALL, Edwin A., 1822 14th St. N., 
St. Petersburg. 


PONCE, Merlin A., 837 Carlton St., Jack- 


sonville. 


PURCELL, John H., 345 West Highland St., 
Lakeland. 


RAGIN, Emanuell H., 2903 Leman St., 
Palatka. 


ROBERTS, Adin H., 200934 Lamar Ave., 
Tampa. 


RODRIGUEZ, Herman, 804 E, Emily St., 
Tampa. 


SAMPEY, Reginald E., Groveland. 
SHIVER, Harry P., Rt. 2, Box 843, Jackson- 


ville. 
SIMMONS, Bradford D., Frostproof. 
THOMPSON, Ernie M., Rt. 4, Orlando, 
THORNTON, Robert E., Grandin. 


VAN OSTRAND, Harold, 6824 N.W. Fifth 
Pl., Miami. 


WALDRON, Franklin P., 2225 IIth Ave., 


Bradenton. 


WEST, Virgil Y., 115 Walnut St., Neptune 


Beach. 


WHITAKER, Roy W., Rt. 6, Box 55, Talla- 


hassee. 


BOVIS, Eric C., Kissimmee. 
FOLKER, Jesse J., 836 Lime St., Orlando. 
HARTLEY, Charles D., Jr., Dade City. 


HAWKINS, William R., 1125 Cypress St., 
Tampa. 


HAYES, Frank W., 106 West Hiawatha St., 
Tampa. 


SWEARINGEN, Edward M., 422 Anedonda, 


Gainesville. 


THOMAS, Charles E, I119 Grace St., 
Tampa. 


CASON, Silas L., Bushnell Theatre, Bushnell. 


“McEWEN, Walter H., 506 E. Powhattan 


Ave., Tampa. 


PATTEN, Joseph F., 1310 Woodward Ave.., 


Jacksonville. 


PICKELS, Joseph. H., 23! First Ave., Day- 


tona Beach. 


SHOUPPE, John A., RFD |, Box 306, Lake- 
land. 


EZELL, Columbus L., 510 North Texas Ave., 
Lakeland. 


GEST, Roland J., 1714 Oregon Ave., Or- 


lando. 


LIPHAM, Newman M., RFD |, Box 1621, 
Miami. 

SHIRLEY, Clarence M., RFD |, Box 1190, 
Miami. 


SMITH, Woodrow, 134 Grace Dr., West 
Palm Beach. 


STANLEY, Troy L., Rt. 2, Box 30, Winter 
Garden. 


ZAPP, Joseph N., Jr., 1115 E, Evans Ave., 
Orlando. 


DAVID, George J., Jasper. 


GRAY, Arthur J., 3362 Harper St. Jack- 
sonville. 


HAGER, James V., 714 Acosta St., Jack- 


sonville. 
HATCH, Charles L., Christmas. 
SELLERS, Kirby L., Box 53, Enterprise. 


STUCKEY, Bayne, 1700 Australian Ave., 
West Palm Beach. 


WALKER, Joshua B., 515 N. lowa Ave., 
Lakeland. 


LECHNER, John W., 7720 Ben Turner Rad., 


Jacksonville. 


PEACOCK, Horace G., Corner 49th and 
52nd Sts., St. Petersburg. 


PITTMAN, Johnson G., Box 806, Mulberry. 


ROLFE, Ronald D., 307 Georgia St., Jack- 


sonville. 
USSERY, Homer D., 8215 I3th St., Tampa. 
BURNHAM, Richard H., Box 181, Nocatee, 


GODWIN, Walter M., c/o Southland 
Realty, 3512 S. Dr., West Palm Beach. 


JAMES Garrett Gi) RED ly Box 859-C, 
Hialeah. 


McMILLAN, Alexander, 8417 Lamar Ave., 


Tampa. 


WVIELIVAWIS, Pein) ID Rie; he Tetepe Wah 


Jacksonville. 


WINESTEAD, William T., Rt. 2, Box 191, 
Perry. 


WOODELL, Val, 619 E. Camp, Lake City. 


ATKINSON, Elmer R., 143 Ave. I, SE, 
Winter Haven. 


AYERS, Jefferson D., Gen. Del., Orlando. 


ANDERSON, Shannon, 1215 Lincoln Ave., 
Lakeland. 


ARNOLD, Aubrey ''D," 1304 S. Riverside 
Dr., New Smyrna Beach. 


CREEL, Doyal L., RFD, Box R-102, Orlando, 
CUSICK, ‘Samuel R., 91234, 34th St., West 


Palm Beach. 
CHICK, Archie L., Box 254, Monticello. 


DURANT, Robert F., 4202%4 Sewannee 
Ave., Tampa. 


DANIEL, David L., Sr. RFD I, Box 147, 
Williston. 


DISMUKE, James N., 32 East Church St., 


Jacksonville. 


EDWARDS, Radford E., Box 144, Frost- 
proof. 


GAY, James M., Gen. Del., Bell. 
MADDOX, Warren YV., Gen. Del., Bush- 


nell. 


MARTIN, William T., RFD 2, Box 318, 
Winter Haven. 


MARET, Clarence N., 120! Park Circle, 
Tampa. 


RIVERO, Mario, 806 Grace St., Tampa. 
SIRMONS, John S., Gen. Del., Dade City. 


TAYLOR, Roscoe C., 414 North Pine St., 
Sebring. 
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WHITE, William K., 8310 12th St., Tampa. 


ADAMS, R. E., 37!0 Nebraska Ave., 
Tampa. 


BAREFOOT, W. C., St. Petersburg. 


CANRIIER, tale (5, ZIM WY Orin “Sie 


Tallahassee. 


CROSS, O. H., 509 Lincoln Ave., Lake- 
land. 


HEADY, E. L., 1305 Florida Ave., Tampa. 


HODKINSON, William H., 218 S.W. 21st 
Court, Miami. 


KIMBROUGH, H. A., Box 2, Center Hill. 

MURPHY, C. B., 525 Bavard Ave., Cocoa. 

MANN, C. Richard, 3171 N.W. First St., 
Miami. 

PARKERS) DaeuGensDols Punta Gorda. 

SONTAG, W. A., Gen. Del., Williston. 


TUCKER, H. L., 3158 Brentwood Ave., 


Jacksonville. 
WEAVER, James K., Box 1263, Clewiston. 


MARTIN, Osrow W., Gen. Del., Jackson- 


ville. 


HENDERSHOT, George ExaGen. Del) Si 
Petersburg. 


HARRISS, Kahler E., Route 2, Box 485%, 


Jacksonville. 

M@O@ Daw Eston VV ee iSo NEW Se2 iste Ste 
Miami. 

CROSS, Francis W., Jr., Box 431, Canal 
Point. 

CULBREATH, James C., Bushnell. 


ODOM, Madison A., 224 S, New York 
Ave., Lakeland. 


BANNER, Deens, S., 713 Anderson St., 
Orlando. 


HULL, Thomas C., Rt. 4, Box 191, Orlando, 

WEBB, Davis Butler, 2935 S.W. 20th St., 
Miami. 

CHASON, Oris L., Doctors Inlet. 

McARTHUR, Gilbert L., 904 Flagler St., 


Jacksonville. 


GYORKE, Frank S., 1135 3th Ave., S., 
St. Petersburg. 


ROGERS) Go Ba, Sry ls) 22nd Si) Tampa, 
PEARSON, John K., Gen, Del., Perrine. 


WAINRIGHT, lon, 35 Spanish St., St. 
Augustine. 


GOFORTH, Ralph S., 542 Citrus Ave., 
Orlando. 


HERBERTSON, Arthur W., 649 Fern St., 


Jacksonville. 


HUTCHESON, Warren O., 7316 South- 
land St., Jacksonville, 


ARNAU, John J., Jr., 2039 Oak St., Jack- 


sonville. 
KIRKLAND, Zachary T., Sr., Bartow. 
BLOUNT, Allen L., Hollister. 
MUNGIOVI eMaries GaneDall Tames 
BEANCOsulecncunipun29 mI 9 theS ian net 


WOOTEN, William W., 35 Tallulah Ave., 


Jacksonville. 
BEDE, Robert, 2306 Second Ave., Tampa. 


BRUNSON BufordsleeiRt ss) 5 Bon 62-8 


Gainesville. 


BIELLING, Raymond A., Box 742 Avon 
Park. 


ORMOND) Ceeil” Hi, Sr, 623° We * Main 
St., S., Gainesville. 


McLAULIN, Thomas F., Box 573, Mulberry. 


HINSON, Weyman K., 1002 E. 28th Ave., 
Tampa. 


JOHNSON, George M., Dunedin. 
BELL, Leslie V., 758 N.W. 77th St., Miami. 


LEONARDS Thomas,J. 3il E Jean’ St. 
Tampa. 


MERRITT, Ira J., 4587 St. Johns Ave., 


Jacksonville. 


MERRITT, Ernest L., 4587 St. Johns Ave., 


Jacksonville. 


OGLES, Oscar D., 600 England St., Clear- 


water. 


GROTH, Robert E., Route 3, Box 370, 


Jacksonville. 


ANDREWS, Louis R., 1229 N.W. 34th St., 


Miami. 

CLOPTON, Wallace C., 6298 N.W,. 63rd 
St., Miami. 

ALLARDICE, Donald M., 116! Orange 
Ave , Orlando. 


CROSBY, Howard, 410 W. Buffalo Ave., 
Tampa. 


SMITH, Ralph Carlton, Box 212, Winter 
Garden. 


DINKINS, Edward L., Route |, Wildwood. 
WAAHOR, VE XE Best 503}, Siraylkee 
SMITH, Norman L., 4402 Hiawatha St., 


Jacksonville. 


MORGAN, Orson C., RFD 1, Box 468 
West Palm Beach. 


CHAVERS, Lawrence D., 270 N.W. 56th 
St., Miami. 


BELLAMY, David N., 2515 Main St., Tampa. 
GEWIN, Leon M., Box 831, Tampa. 


REYNOLDS, Edward F., Box 396, Eagle 
Lake. 


BELLAMY, William ., 2515 Main St., 
Tampa. 


JOHNS, Otto, Box 3, Naranja. 
MAGILL, Jeremiah L., Miami, 


KONTOES, Peter (n), 2232 Third Ave., St. 
Petersburg, 


SIMiliel Orlane ING, REID, 2h liere SS). 


Gainesville. 


SWEDE Gallen Rath Feb sey aboxe sll, 


Trenton. 


McCROAN, Odas H., 627 Lamb St., 


Palmetto. 


THORNTON, Henry G., Rt. 2, Box 86-B, 


Palmetto. 


NEWKIRK, Isaac N., Jr., 5454 N.W. Sixth 
Ave., Miami. 


HENDERSON, Lloyd J., Gen. Del., Malabea. 


WEBB, Elmer C., Florida Power and Light 
Co., Fort Meyers. 


KIMBRAUGH, H, A., Gen. Del., Center- 
hill. 


BURNETT, B, C., 228 Second St., Winter 


Haven. 
CARTER, H. C., Box 83, Tallahassee. 
JOHNSON, Geo. M., Gen. Del., Dunedin. 
KERNS, John H., Ryan's Dade Motor 


Sales, Miami. 


KING, Julies, 1214 Hubbard St., Jack- 


sonville. 


MVAININ, Clawiele: IR Sli INA leis. Sir. 


Miami. 
GEORGIA 
STANLEY, William J., 438 Whiteford Ave., 
Atlanta. 


BLACK, Wayne W., 552 New St., Macon. 


O'CONNELL, Louis J., 2509 Belleview, 
Augusta. 


NEW, William C., 106! Lawton Ave., 
Atlanta. 


BENNETT, James T., 615 Boulevard, S.E., 
Atlanta. 


HOLLAND, George W., Box 12, Bowdon. 
SMITH, Londz L., 212 Herbert St., Cedar- 


town. 
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NELMS, George N., || £. Washington 
St., East Point. 


JOHNSON, George R., 359 Clifton Rd., 
N.E., Atlanta. 


PARTAIN, Woodrow W., 1880 Emory St., 
N.W., Atlanta. 


GREENE, George A., Jr., 439 Ansley St., 


Decatur. 
BLAND, Garland B., RFD 3, Hazelhurst. 
BUNCH, John £., 216 Earl St, Americus. 
COX, Ralph C., RFD 1, Bloomingdale. 
CROKER, Paul F., Gen. Del., Dallas. 
DEAN, Oscar E., Box 363, Homerville. 
GREEN, Robert L., RFD 1, Oglethorpe. 


IVEY, William A., 307 N. Stevens St., 
Thomasville. 


JOHANN, Robert P., 564 Brownwood Ave., 
Atlanta. 


JEWETT, Claud C., RFD 95, Rutledge. 


KITCHENS, Raymond E., 310 Lawrence St., 
Marietta. 


KIRKLAND, James O., Gen. Del., Wrens. 
LITTLE, Thomas L., RFD 3, Douglas. 
LUNDY, Edwin L., Rt. 2, Greensboro, 


MORROW, Homer, 80! N, Main St., 
Moultrie. 


MALEY, Daneil T., 2364 Nelms Dr., Atlanta. 
NEWSOME, Charlie |., RFD I, Avery. 
ROBINSON, William X., Elks Club, Savan- 


nah. 
ROBERTS, Harry D., Valdosta St., Valdosta. 
SIKES, James |., Gen. Del., Thunderbolt. 
WOMACK, Auby L., 514 Roberts St., 


Swainsboro. 
ACKERMAN, O. P., Gen. Del., Preston. 
BAILEY, W. N., Box 38, Albany. 


BARTLETT, William ©O., 706 Central Ave., 
Atlanta. 


CARRAKER, J. R., Box 49, McDonough. 


HOLLAND, —. B., 1221 “Arkwright 
Atlanta. 


LASSITER) dil Rte inion 

MORRIS, J. H., RFD 1, Chauncey. 
MASON, O. K., Shellman. 

RUDASILL, R. J., Gen. Del., Lithonia. 


WILLET, M. H., 614 Talbarton Rd., Colum- 
bus, 


RUMPH, Lester H, Lee Pope. 


LEDFORD, Francis R., 661 


Gainesville. 


Denton Dr., 


MORGAN, William A., Moll Ave., Clarks- 


ton. 
McGUKIN, John G., Temple. 


SHANNON, 
Atlanta. 


Richard A., 916 Crew St., 


DAVIS, Rufus D., 404 Howell Ave., La- 
Grange. 


WONESAm Uleys T..121812 


Brunswick. 


Newcastle St., 


FULLER, James O., 236, Mountain View, 
Decatur. 


LATHAM, Alton F., 1302 N. Jefferson St., 
Albany. 


FREEMAN, Coleman G., Box 381, Au- 
gusta. 


THOMPSON, John W., 
Blakely. 


222 Liberty St., 


HUCKEBA, Carroll, Gen. Del., Ben Hill. 
HULSEY, John H., Rt. 8, Box 547, Atlanta. 
JONANIER, dlolnih 1B die, 


Americus. 


ist Pnincemeotn 


CATERINA, Michael, 


Savannah. 


128 Habersham St., 


PARHAM, Lawrence L., 134 Macon Terr., 
Atlanta. 


PRESTON, William H., 66 Douglas St., 


SAB, JASN tle 
FINCH, Charlie M., 865, Wood St., N.W., 
Atlanta. 
JOHNSON, Floyd S., Rt. I, Thompson. 
McELHENY, William ©., Jr., Monticello. 


CARTER, Barney, 412 N. Church St., Elma. 
DAY Grover Ce 08 GC St, Lindale. 


EUBANKS, Paul G., Box 153, Sylvan Rd., 
Rt, |, Atlanta. 


MITCHELL, Marion E., Norcross. 
HEATH, Thomas R., RFD 3, Dublin. 


MANN, Joseph B., Jr., 408 N. Jackson St., 
Albany. 


PHILIPPS, E. C., Douglasville. 
WIMBERLY, Edward T., Jr., 810 Ash St., 


Cochran. 


MOBLEY, Parker E., 
College Park. 


410 N. Main St., 


OLIVER, C. Charles, 360 Kingsboro Rd.., 
N.E., Atlanta. 


ALEXANDER, Walter K., 632 Utoy Rd., 
Atlanta. 


BARFIELD, William C., Dooling. 


BLANTON, Richard O., 1167 Stewart Ave., 


Atlanta. 


BRASWELL, Guy M., 
Baker Village, Columbus. 


CLINE, George B., Pecan City Road, Rt. 


4, Albany. 

DAVIS, Julian |., 979 Bankhead Ave., N.W., 
Atlanta. 

DOUGLAS, Daniel M., I107 Main St., 
Brunswick, 


GARBETT, William R., Douglas. 


GRAHAM, Renalda E., 95! Burns Dr., S.W., 
Atlanta. 


LAWSON, William R., Jr. 498 South 
Evelyn Place, N.W., Atlanta. 


LIPSCOMB, William H., 605 West Ave., 


Gainesville. 
MacDONALD, Jeff D., Rt. 2, Vidalia. 
PLolmeLiagh Wiavounqikiante: 
SADLER, William H., Hahira. 


SANDERLIN, Frank, Jr., 547 Winston Terr., 
Atlanta. 


STEPHENS, Roy G., Box 25, Felton. 
STIRK, Robert M., Rt. 5, Macon. 
TYLER, John C., Rt. 3, Monticello. 
WHALEY, James R., Box 295, Sparta. 
WHIDDON, Richard H., Sparks. 
WILLIAMS, John C., Box 113, Chauncey. 


WHITEHEAD, Harry, 855 Walnut St., Apt. 


|, Macon. 

WOODS, Glen F., Rt. 2, Hazelhurst. 
YOUNG, Oscar F., Rt, 3, Blakely. 
RICKS, Wilburn H., Ty Ty. 
BRYANT, Joe B., Rt. |, Begart. 


GREER, Fleming W., Byromville. 


WRIGHT, Walter G., Jr, 211 Madison, 
College Park. 
WEBSTER, Ula M., 306 S. Nickols St., 


Waycross. 
MONCUS, Crozier (n), Rt. 3, Dawson. 


HENDRIX, Thomas A., 
St., Savannah. 


128 E. Broughton, 


BAXTER, Frank O., Gen. Del., Reidville. 
GODDARD, James S., Rockmart. 
BEDGOOD, June (n), Pavo. 
BEAVERS@Evoem Ar eRe: Dams) Summerville. 
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Apartment 18-D, 


ANTHONY, John V., 213 Hamilton Ave., 


East Point. 


SUMNER, Sol C., Ellijay. 


NELMES, G. H., 447 Lake Dr., Hapeville. 


LOGNE, Gen. Del., Gibson. 


IDAHO 
RAY, Ferris G., McCammon. 
JACKSON, Calvin M., Meridian. 


GOBLE, Bernard L., Rt. |, Wendell. 

HOCHHALTER, Reuben E., 2016 Second 
St., Nampa. 

ILLINOIS 

GUGLIK, John, 4922 South Wood Sis 
Chicago. 

EDMAN, William C., 326 N. Washington 
St., Wheaton. 

IVANUSKI, Victor R., 944 West 35th PI., 
Chicago. 

Die BRAN, iERIG C. 775 Grows Sty. 
Chicago. 


FOX, Albert, 1068 West I Ith St., Chicago. 


DOTTO, Louis M.., 
Chicago. 


1110 South May St., 


GLADKOWSKI, Walter P., 
Ohio St., Chicago. 


1750 West 


GOLDEN, Hubert F., 221 South Wheaton 
Ave., Wheaton. 


BERRY, Robert E., 115 West Marquette St., 
Ottawa. 


CALKINS, Robert V., RFD, Canton. 


STEWART, James A, 
Ave., Maywood. 


1229 South 16th 


PORTER, Herbert N., 302 West Third St., 


Pana. 


FLEEGE, Earle W., 32 Ashland Ave., River 


Forest. 
NOON, John E., 3318 Pensacola Ave., 
Chicago. 
INDIANA 
MEEK, W. Jennings, 6444 Walton St., 


Indianapolis. 
FREEMAN, Harold, 4926 W. Morris St., 
Indianapolis. 
IOWA 
ALLEN, George, Jr., Box 84, Kalona. 


SMITH, Joseph J., 503 
Clinton. 


18th Ave., South 


SPARKS, Paul G., 32814 East Second St., 
Ottumwa. 


JOHNSON, Richard D., Lavista Pl., At- 
lantic. 


CHESS, Richard H., 1938 E. Walnut St., 
Des Moines. 


KANSAS 


COLLINS, Richard L., Box 745, McPherson, 
BILLUPS, David W., Rt. 5,. Kansas City. 
DORMAN, Raymond J., Gen. Del.; Cen- 


tralia. 


JACKSON, Calvin A., 1023 Splitley, Kan- 
sas City. 


HUNLEY, Douglas, Rt. 2, Galena. 


KENTUCKY 


CLARK, John T., Rt, 2, Winchester. 
HARDIN, Robert E., Box 704, Marion. 


JACOBS, Jarrett, Rt. 5, Grapevine Rd., 
Madisonville. 


ADAMS, William R., Liberty. 
COLEMAN, Troy L., Box 61, Kings Moun- 


tain. 


BURTON, James W., 2617 South Fourth 
St., Louisville. 


FLOYD, Eugene, West Somerset. 


KAELIN, John, Jr., Rt. 7, Box 342, Louis- 


ville. 


GLINDMEYER, William A., 1227 Lee St., 
Covington. 


FITZGERALD, Charles N., Burnside. 


LOUISIANA 


BASS, Joseph M., Rt. 2, Box 124, Robeline. 


MILLER, James A., 3033 Bruxelles St., New 
Orleans. 


BUA, Frank J., St., Thomas St., New Orleans. 


BERGERON, Floyd J., 1539 Iberville St., 
New Orleans. 


BRADSHAW, Harro H., Box 563, Vinton. 
GRAIG, Artie N., Kalin. 


BILICH, Mark J., 2325 N. Miro St., New 
Orleans. 


HUTCHINS, Ernest B., 832 N. Alexander 
St., New Orleans. 


MISCZNIN), (Click 1G, [Rin 2, [Ree 124 
Natchitoches. 


JOCHUM, Alphonse A., 1860 Law St., 
New Orleans. 


WEINSTEIN, Morris L., 2720 Marengo St., 
New Orleans. 


CROSS, Lawrence W., White Castle. 


BARNWELL, Robert S., Jr., Rt. 3, Box 76, 
Shreveport. 


TAGLIALAVORE, Peter, 1621 Pierce Ave., 
Shreveport. 


RUSSELL, Ernest, Eunice. 


BELANGER, Harold A., 3112 State Street 
Drive, New Orleans. 


LOE, Artric, 813 Williamson St., Shreve- 
port. 


COLE, Leon E., Gen. Del., Westlake. 
CORBETT, Patrick H., Rt. 2, Allemands. 


DENNIS, Melvin G., 102 W. Park Ave., 
Houma. 


JONES, Sam W., 113 Jefferson St., Natchi- 
toches. 


URRATE, Sam, Rt. 3, Box Sil, New 
Orleans. 


DAVIS, Louie C., Box 621, Winnsboro. 
GEAN, William E., Gen. Del., Sikes. 


GAUTREAUX, Richard A., 2317 Chapewe 
St., New Orleans. 


NDYNKEO) ferame IN. iki 2, [exe 105, 


Plaquemine. 
PIERCE, Norman J., Box 44-B, Rockport. 
SENN, Tomie, Gen. Del., Forest. 


AMBROSE, A., I10 Hoge St., West Mion: 


roe, 


ANTHONY, Oliver J., 2318 N. Cliborne 
St., New Orleans. 


DUCOTE, M. J., Gen. Del., Lattied. 
HUFFMAN, Walter B., Manifest, 


lesen, iDyeler we dle. (le) |Mlevatin, lee 
fayette. 


DUIVANID, Koy ©, BiI2 12. Paik Ave, 


Barnesboro. 


LIVELY, Charles C., 3331 General Ogden 
St., New Orleans. 


AUBREY, Thomas M., R.F.D., 3, Homer. 
BABERS, Thomas D., I!0 West Third St., 


Haynesville. 


MAINE 


WINSLOW, Arthur L., 69 Pleasant St., 
Warmouth. 


BOWDEN, George J., 65 Oxford St., 
Portland, 


NOLAN, Joseph A., Box 73, Old Orchard 
Beach. 
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MARYLAND 


HEDGEPETH, Grover L., 3807 Grayson 
Blvd., Baltimore. 


EVANS, Art J., 708 Sterling Rd., Silver 
Springs. 


BELDIN, Alfred S., Berlin. 


MANGOLD, Earle W., Seabrook, 


CIEPRISZ, William J., 129 Kenwood Ave., 


Baltimore. 


HUNTER, Robert C., 213 Westminster, 


Baltimore. 
MASSACHUSETTS 
BOFFETTI, Charles M., 41 Linden St., 

Taunton. 


BERNIER, Joseph A., 159 Middlesex St., 


Lowell. 


AUDETTE, Frank L., 35 Silver St., West 
Springfield, 
HUGHES, Hughie E, Jr 40) Bivingh Sie 


Worcester. 


WILKINSON, Harry, Stepping Stones, 
Marblehead. 


LINCOLN, Lewis E., Jr., 1522 Robeson St., 
Fall River. 


CARUSO, Frank, 18 Alexander Ave., Med- 
ford. 


MANGANIELLO, Romeo J., 89 Florence 
Sievers 


DE GREGORIO, Joseph, 34 Creighton 
St., Boston. 


GALLERY, Paul M., 31 Rill St., Dorchester. 


CARTIER, Joseph A., 426 Tecumseh, Fall 


River. 
CLARK, Ralph A., 861 Western Ave., Lynn. 


ALVES, Augustus, 83 Concord Ave., Som- 
erville. 


DONOVAN, James L., I! Locke St., Wa- 


tertown. 
BILE, “Armas Ko, 155) ‘@entre Stae@umers 
LOTTATORE, Angelo F., 82 Highland Rd., 


Somerville. 


MIKUS, Frank J., 163 Davis St, New 
Bedford. 


MALONSON, Donald F., Gen. Del., Gay 
Head. 


HANSON, Alexander J., 130 South Main 
St., Attleboro. 


MADEIROS, Henry S., 11 Cambria St., 


Somerville. 


CUSHMAN, C. C., 26 Colonial Rd., North 
Weymouth. 


KLINSKY, Geo., 310 Front St., Winehondon. 
MORIN, George E., 17 Wilson St., Salem. 


BURRILL, Kenneth W., 298 Prospect St., 
Stoughton. 


LORMAN, George H., 65 Rockne Ave., 


Dorchester. 


WARREN, James W., 384 Adams St., 


Dorchester. 

GARNIEWICZ, Louis M., 123 Maverick 
St., Chelsea. 

LAVIGNE, Monroe J., 163 West St., 


Lawrence. 


O'NEILL, Denis J., 24 Houghton St., Som- 


erville. 


MORGAN, James A., Jr., 179 Milton St., 
Wollaston. 


SMITH, Bernard F., 18 Ramsey St., Boston. 


MULROONEY, Thomas F., 3 Salem St., 


Springfield. 


JACKSON, Thomas J., 851 East Broadway, 
South Boston. 


HAYNES, David C., 418 Howard St., 


Lawrence. 


OLSZOWY, Peter P., 334 Dorchester St., 
South Boston. 


O'TOOLE, Thomas S., 26 Cedar St., Nor- 


wood, 
OURMONT, Ernest E., Rawson Ave., Oxford. 
GIBSON, Reuben B., 


Somerville. 


16 Texlington Ave., 


KRYMOWSKI, Limerick St. 


Gardner. 


Victor, 65 


ST. PIERRE, Normand J., 700 Mount Hope 
Ave., Fall River. 

ROSE, John E., 105 Salisbury St., Rehoboth. 

RUBIN, Saul N., 559 Beach St., Revere. 


GRASSO, Vincent P., 21 Washburn St., 
E. Weymouth. 


CAVANAUGH, Charles E., 335 Washing- 
ton St., Fall River. 


HICKMAN, William J., 10 Western Ave., 
Natick. 


McGOVERN, Francis E., 46 Farquhar St., 


Rosendale. 
PICARIELLO, Joe R., 8 Cliff St., Sangos. 


REYNOLDS, William M., 859 New Boston 
Rd., Falls River. 


SHUTTLEWORTH, Albert, 204 Central Ave., 
New Bedford. 


BATSON, Karl T., 300 Main St., Gloucester. 


DE ANGELICO, Dominic, 1052 Bennington 
St., East Boston. 


McANNEY, Harold H., Tower Lock Gate 


House, Boston. 


MRUGALA, Theo A., 21 Washburn Ave., 
North Cambridge. 


MAREKIEWCZ, Anthony, Columbia St., 


Cambridge. 
NOLAN, Arthur T., 125 Essex St., Chelsea. 


PANELLA, Edward, 97 Pennsylvania Ave. 
(Newton), Upper Falls. 


PAULL, George F, 155 Dudley St, Rox- 
bury. 


PHANEUF, Joseph R., 31 
Southbridge. 


Newell Ave., 


POTKAY, Eugene J., 21 Jesse St., North 


Fairhaven. 
QUINN, John F., 182 Curve St., Dedham. 
REED, Frederich H., Argilla Rd., Andover. 


RICHARD, Robert O., 58 Glenville Ave., 
Allston. 


SEBASTINI, Victor, 2 Ellerton Rd., Quincy. 
SHEA, Denis, 38 Yeomans Ave., Medford. 
WHEELER, Lewis E., Jr., RFD, Kingston. 


ZEMBRUSKI, Ernest J., 84 Bennington St., 


Lawrence. 


HIBBERT, Samuel, !3 Harmony St., New 
Bedford. 


COURVIELE Emest= Mi, Sl Pines Ave... 
Shrewsbury. 


CWINKCERIVA, Uossaln Ad 
St., Metheun. 


152 Merrimac 


CARDARERE Dominic Jn, 45 Gross =St., 
Canton. 


GALLAGHER, Harold F., 8 Lexington Ave., 


Charlestown. 


HARDY, Walter 
Pepperell. 


Raymond, River Road, 


Soranto. Ave., 


COCO, Fleece dh, sv 
Methuen. 


BENEVIDES, Antone, 129 Summer St., Som- 
erset. 


HARRISON, William R., 62 Hinckley St., 


Somerville. 
LINO, John, 608 Saratoga St., E. Boston. 
PANAZUK, Stanley, Methuen. 
BRAY, Frank J., Boston. 
GLENNON, William F., 62 W St., Foxboro. 
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McPHERSON, Roy L., 10 Curve Terr., East 
Dedham. 


HELD, Carl F., 32 Mead, Somerville. 


MICPO URE Onna iPass 3 


Lawrence. 


Ceelep Si. 


MOFFA, Peter A., 104 Spring St., Marl- 
boro. 


QUEEN, Anthony F., 100 Howe St., Marl- 
boro. 


MARTIN, Philipps, 368 Federal St., Green- 
field. 


McLLELAN, Roderick J., Mudnock Road, 
Salisbury. 


McLAUGHLIN, Thomas J., 48 Spear St., 


Melrose. 


McNAMEE, Henry J., 2 Lorenzo St., Ne- 
ponset, 


McDONALD, Donald W., 132 N. Washina- 
ton St., Attleboro. 


McKINLEY, William J., 152 Grove St., 
Chelsea. 
MOORE, Edward W., 20 School  St., 


Charlestown. 


KAMINSKI, Adam B., 30 Fourth St., Taun- 
ton. 


FALETRA, Benedetto A., Jr., 22 Averton 


St., Roslindale. 
HOURIHAN, Edmund D., 36 Bourne St., 


Jamaica Plain. 


SARANTAKOS, Stephen (n), 20 Center St., 
Newburyport. 


GREEN, Merton K., R.F.D. 2, Southbridge. 


Mac. MILLAN, George D., 50 Saunders 


St., Weymouth. 


MOYLAN, James F., 28 Hemlock St., East 
Walpole. 


PHILLIPS, Edwin A., 18 Brookvale St., Lynn. 
GRAY, George A., 212 Eames St., Wil- 


mington. 


MICHIGAN 


MURRAY, Gerald V., 6434 Eagle Place, 
Detroit. 


SCHMIDT, Wilfred C., 2128 Bay St., Sagi- 


naw, 


RENTZ, Edwin ''R,"' 
troit. 


230 Phyllis Ave., De- 


HIEFTJE, Walter, 308 West 220th  St., 


Holland. 


KILDEA, J. Byrne, 5102 Spokane Ave., 


Detroit. 


WIDLAK, 20112 Charleston, 


Detroit. 


Adam _ J., 


BAYNE, John C., 16567 Welland, Detroit. 


HOROSKO, John P., Rt. |, Box 34, Albion. 


CARSON, Wilmer D., 15061 Washburn 
St., Detroit. 
ALLGOOD, Jim T., 1030 White Ave.., 


Lincoln Park 


HOUSTON, Harold T., 700 Hawthorne 


Ave., Royal Oak. 


KULIGOSKI, George J., !67 Monroe St., 


Saginaw. 


CZARSKI, 
Detroit. 


Eugene S., 6142 Hedges St., 


HOOVER, Harold F., Jr., 540 N. Rosevere, 


Dearborn. 
BARRIE, Robert H., 12809 St. Mary's Ave., 
Detroit. 


VERWYS, Richard, 643 Neland Ave., S.E., 
Grand Rapids. 


HERNDON, Robert F., Gen. Del., Detroit, 


NEWELL, James F., 1030 Pearl St., Port 


Huron. 


FLYNN, Jack (n), 4860 Cass-Elizabeth 
Lake Road, Pontiac. 


MINNESOTA 
HUGHES, Donald C., 4302 34th Ave., 
Minneapolis. 
LA TENDRESSE, Yvon H., 405 N. 75th 
Ave., Duluth. 
LUNDY, John D., Sr., 106 Depot St., Lex- 
ington, 


TUK, Edward F., Box 241, Kinney. 


BOYER, Francis X., 778 Englewood Ave., 
Sian Rawle 


CHRISTENSEN, Wesley L., Byron. 


HENNESSY, David C., Hayward Park, St. 
Cloud. 


KIEHM, Kermit W., Delavan. 


MISSISSIPPI 


MADDUX, Jack L., 22) N. Jackson Si., 


Brookhaven. 
TURNER, George E., Box 154, Dublin, 
DAVIS, Hilary H., Gen. Del., Pickens. 
STRAHAN, John H., Jr., Popularville. 
HICKS, Houston, RFD 2, Quitman. 


NEWTON, Philipp T., 135 West Eighth 


St., Hattiesburg. 


NORTON Bennettes Eta EDI Za EINis= 


ville. 
WILLIAMS, Walter A., Winona. 
LAIRD, Robert F., Florence. 


HENDRICKSON, Walter R., Box 990, Gulf- 
port. 


HENDERSON, Robert L., Rt. 5, Jackson. 


POU, John H., Box 115, Philadelphia. 


RHODES, Alto J., 183 Lynn Ave., Jackson. 
McBROOM, Austin W., Brooklyn. 
ZACHARIAH, Maxie C., Box 463, Indian- 


ola. 


JAQUITH, Orville S., 500 Central Ave., 


Greenville. 
BRITE, James A., Rt. 2, Box 108, Oxford. 


GARY, Robert H., Bellefontaine. 


LEE, Dexter W., R.F.D. 1, Box 447, Corinth. 


MISSOURI 


BENNETT, Plase A., Licking. 


JOHNSON, Joseph E., 104 Themis St., 


Cape Girardeau. 


HATLE, Ellsworth S., 720 Virginia  St., 


Kansas City. 


OPPER, Charles M., 3430 Harrison Ave., 


Kansas City. 


PELSUE, Wesley E., Jr., Wentworth. 


COPPREM Clyde= hams Sum @uners Cale 


thage. 
MONTANA 
HUEY, Howard H., 1033 North 26th St., 
Billings. 


DOKKEN, James C., Ekalaka. 


NEBRASKA 


LEGLER, Delton R., 6227 S. 4lst, Omaha. 


PARKS, Lloyd H., Gen. Del., Ord, 


NEVADA 


FILLER, Harry J., Gen, Del., Pymard. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


HAMILTON, Arthur H., Hampstead. 


HARDY, Rosaire O., 208 Main St., Clare- 


mont. 
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STAPLES, Carl R., 88 Riddle St., Man- 


chester. 
DODGE, Grenville T., Box 38, Penacook. 


GAGNON, George H., 66 Bedel, Man- 


chester. 


NEW JERSEY 
JONES, Robert W., 883 Boulevard East, 


Weehawken. 


STOPS, George J., 1507 Summit Ave., 


Union City. 


MURPHY, Kenneth J., 


Jamaica. 


47 Grape St., 


SKIBIK, Beno, Box 105, Old Bridge. 


17 Beaumont PI., 


SMITH, Richard W., 


Irvington. 


OSIKOWICZ, Joseph J., Duke's Parkway, 


Manville. 


SIENRIG Claes Tal, 44 


Trenton. 


Coolage Ave., 


KASTENBEIN, Ernest L., 444 Second St., 
Carlstadt. 


BATTAGLINO, James J., 312 Duncan Ave., 


Jersey City. 

FIORELLA, Anthony™ Jae Zi) Southumienn 
St., Newark. 

GOLDIE, Sanford, 52! Roseville Ave.., 
Newark. 


HUFF, Melvin C., Box 252, Swedesboro. 


TREDWAY, William P., 1612 South Dela- 
ware St., Paulsboro, 


FOXWELL, Howard M., 99 Penn St., Penns 


Grove. 


DILLER, Richard G., 49] 


Paramus. 


Paramus St., 


EVANS, Wilbert C., 218 Byron St., Cam- 
den. 


FUCHS, Robert F., 62 Osborne Pl., Irving- 
ton. 


HUNT, Francis W., 77 Mitchell St., West 


Orange. 

INGENITO, Anthony, 418 Elsie St., South 
Plainfield. 

LAWYER, - Charles So W759 35ihmeecnm 
Camden. 


GOONAN, Harold J., 4703 Ashcroft PI., 
North Bergen. 


SIBBERNS, Louis A., 


Roselle Park. 


243 Pershing Ave., 


DELIA, John M., 305 Atlantic St., Paterson. 
NORCROSS, Raymond C., 7 Malan, Berlin. 


NEW MEXICO 


EWING, Athie, 344 North Second St., 


Raton. 


NEW YORK 


ROSESMeUackselnm 23 Granen vStearoche= 
nectady. 


FIGEL, Kenneth S., 20 Elizabeth St., Albany. 


NIRS GHINER we AntnUneA.) 650 (Ew I /Othh Sts, 


Bronx. 


SHERMAN, Aaron, 2954 West 28th St., 
Brooklyn. 


ARNETH, John J., 2907 Kingsbridge Terr., 


Bronx. 


CASALE, Frank V., 109 East 127th St., New 
York. 


CARROLL, George F., 2677 Waterbury 


Ave., Bronx. 


LEVY, Bernard C., RFD 1, Newburgh. 


HASLAM, Edward G., 406 Union Ave., 
Brooklyn. 


SIEGEL, Lawrence, 55 Hamlin Rd., Buffalo. 


GANULEY, iNovem ds, 
Buffalo. 


537. Monroe St., 


WALKER, Arnold P., 21 Diem St., Rochester. 


O'BREIN, Matthews R., 422 South Park 
Ave., Buffalo. 


MALONE, James L., 915 South Main St., 
Medina. 


METZ, Norman F., 44 Cornwall, Buffalo. 


ARMSTRONG, Albert, 30 Sturtevent St., 
Johnson City. 


AUGUSTYNEK, Leon F., 126! Electric Ave., 


Lackawanna. 


CLIFFORD, William W., 7 Erie St., North 


Tonawanda. 
GARRETT, Evans E., 26 Buell, Akron. 


MANMSIEWS, Solin Sy, 12M IMionnise: Sir, 
Albany. 


MILLER, Harold L., 40 Morris St., Albany. 


NELSON, Ture A., 409 Pine St., James- 


town, 


PetiienaMorvines C= 


Ave., Union. 


3. North Nonlicoke 


AMENDELA, C., 2109 Pine St., Niagara 
Falls. 


EIBERTUGEIN A.J. i467, Taylor Ave., 


Bronx. 


MILLER, E. F., Gen. Del., Esperance, 


BERKOWITZ, Norman, 367 East 96th St., 
Brooklyn. 


JAFFE, Irving, 547 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn. 


DELLI PIZZI, Nicholas D., 1071 Ogden 


Ave., Bronx. 


HALL, Edward H., 41 Noxon St., Pough- 
keepsie. 


GEORGE, Noah, Box 28, Hogansburg. 


GOODBOUT, Edward H., 17 Governor 
St Canton 


RUPP, James D., 1821 Mulliner Ave., Bronx. 


ROEHNER, Henry J., Saratoga Springs. 


_LeDUC, Oliver W., 90 Grand St., Glovers- 


ville. 


NEWTON, Leslie E., 123 Bay St., Glens 
Falls. 


KUPINSKI, Francis J., 716 West Spring St., 
Utica. 


LAURENT, Rne A., 242 Elk St., Albany. 


MOREY, Charles E., 2620 Bailey Ave., 
Buffalo. 


GOLDING, Jack, 12 Clark Pl., New York. 
LANNING, Clayton J., Interlaken. 


SPOMO™ Sebastian «Va. so Calitornia, St. 
Buffalo. 


ROSEKRANS, Franklyn D., 1910 Third Ave., 
Watervliet. 


STEWART, Albert, 648 Wilkins St., Roches- 


ter. 
BECKER, Nathan, 923 Barrett St., Bronx. 


GARBITELLI, Dominick, 2412 24th St., Long 
Island City. 


CAMPBELL, tae iy, wht, 
Buffalo. 


15 Desmonda, 


ABRAMOWITZ, Joseph, 2180 .East Eighth 
St., Brooklyn. 


HARRISON, Francis D., 427 W. Main St., 
Arcade. 


BIDDLE, Henry A., 662067 Muriel Ave., 
Bronx. 


LAURENT, Pieere A., 214 West 69th St., 
New York. 


VAN DECAR, Otto, | McPherson Terr., 
Albany. 


SCALFANI, Joseph J., 364 Ninth St., Ni- 


agara Falls. 
WEINSTEIN, Harry L., 1458 35th St., Brook- 
lyn. 


DeMURIA, Anthony J., 48 Floyd St., Brook- 
lyn. ‘3 


213 


CHRISTIANSEN, Christian M., 17 Battery 
Place, New York. 


FOX, John J., 56 Duke St., Kearny. 


DIMICELLI, Morris, 5310 Fair View Terr., 
W., New York. 


HAUPTMAN, Sydney, Gen., Del., Brooklyn. 


ANGLIM, Raymond J., 3402 Avenue L, 
Brooklyn. 


BEESLEY, Frederick W., Liberty St., Mexico. 


GREENBERG, Arthur, 179 Linden Blvd., 
Brooklyn. 


MORELAND, Ernest J., 2102 Whirlpool St., 
Niagara Falls. 


PLATO, Harold E., LaForgeville. 


PLUTA, Chester, 14 Fremont St., Lacka- 


wanna. 


PAWLOWSKI, Arthur, 1006 Fillmore Ave., 
Buffalo. 


ZABELYN, Lewis W., 169 Klein St., Roches- 


ter, 


ZAGRABSKI, Thaddeus F., 27! Tolpere St., 
Buffalo. 


COUGHLIN, John R., 48 Ingalls Ave., 
Troy. 


DAUS, William G., 426 Seventh Ave., 
North Troy. 


BELEKIE, George, 908 Herkimer St., Brook- 
lyn, 


ALESHINSKY, Fred, 1226 Lincoln Place, 
Brooklyn. 


DITKOFF, Morris, 197 Stockton St., Brooklyn, 


JAKUBOWSKI, Raymond J., 68 Center St., 


Lackawanna. 


HAWKS, George W., Ill, 14 Orchard PI., 


Beacon. 


KAPLAN, Bernard, 132! Saint Mark's Ave., 
Brooklyn. 


FLYNN, Joseph M., 


Bronx, 


1704 Grand Ave., 


FAGANT, Albert C., 107 West St., Glov- 


ersville. 


JOHNSON, Emil J., 128 White Ave., 
Great Kills, Staten Island. 


HUFF, Fred J., 214 Callmer Rd., Hilton. 


HUGHEY, Robert, 41 Gary St., Capital 
Hotel, Albany. 


JACOBIE, Chase G., Rt..2, Fort Edward. 


WOODCOCK, Milton G., 112 Irving St., 
Lockport. 


De MOTO, Michael. J., 11-08 50th Ave., 
Long Island City. 


LEFNER, Ernest J., Waterford Rd., Me- 


chanicville. 


LEHAR, Louis, I19 Attorney St., New 


Vonks Glave 


FIRESTIEN, Seymour, 135 Amboy St., Brook- 


lyn. 
JOSE, Frank H., Ill, Long Island City. 


McCABE, William L., 8533 Pine St., Ni- 


agara Falls. 
OTTMAN, Charles R., Gen Del., Savannah. 


KOHLER, Henry (n), 1686 Ocean Parkway, 
Brooklyn. 


LOFTUS, George R., 198 Glencove Ave., 


Glencove. 


RAWSON, Seymour C., 1599 West 10th 
St., Brooklyn. 


DAVIS, Earl F. 


KOPYTKO, Valentine C., Apt. 3-D, Mrav- 
lag Manor, Elizabeth. 


BRESNICK, Morton (n), North Branch. 
WEAVER, Walter J., Northville. 
Church, 


NICHOLS, Donald L. 34 €E, 


Adams. 


JOHANSMEYER, Bernard F., 60 St. Paul 
Pl., Mt. Vernon. 


DAVIS, Earl F., 7 Montclair Ave., Batavia. 
MacKELVIE, Samuel, Gen. Del., Buffalo. 


MacALUSO, Francis, 100 Wheeler Ave., 
Valley Stream. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


SIMMONS, William L., Gen. Del., Greens- 
boro. 


DODSON, Gharles R. Rt 5, Winston- 


Salem. 
WALKER, King B., Jr., Murphy. 
HOLMES, Robert W., Sr., Lexington. 
FREEMAN, Earl J., 180 Elk Spur St., Elkin. 
WALKUP, Crawford W., Monroe. 
LANE, B. F., Mt. Olive. 
MOON, Hurley G., Burlington. 
HEDRICK, Oscar W., Holt Apt, 18, Bur- 


lington. 
ROBBINS, Raymond T., Rt. 2, Rockingham. 


NORMAN, James M., 1308 Er Walnut St., 


Goldsboro. 
CABE, Robert Marcus, Rt, |, Candler. 


ROBERTS, James V., 20 Holly St., West 
Asheville. 


AUTREY, Snoda G., Box 62, Erwin. 


BOWEN, DeWitt M., 500 Beaumont, Shel- 
by. 


MITCHEM, Milford L., Box 275, Cherry- 


ville. 


WHICKER, Moir H., Box 304, Kernersville. 


RICHEY, W. A., 4110 Walker Ave., 


Greensboro. 


WEBB, Elmer, Gen. Del., Stantonsburg. 
BUTLER, Archie R., Sylvan, 


LOWMAN, Paul A., I1! North St., Mor- 
ganton. 

ROBINSON, Verlin J., Micaville. 

TRIVETT, Clarence D., Rt. |, Heator. 


THOMAS, Everett _L., 
City. 


Everett St., Bryson 


PRUITT, Willard J., RFD I, Roxboro. 


FLEMING, Robert O., 130 West Seventh 


St., Greenville. 
WYATT, Ernest E., Micaville. 
Concord. 


FAGGART, Franklin M., Rt. 3, 


MacDOUGLASS, Charles Be Box 226, Wake 
Forest. 


MOWRY, Stephen W., RFD 7, Charlotte. 


OSBORNE, Curtis M., 1234 North Allen 


St., Charlotte. 
PATTERSON, Ben P., Gen, Del., Landis. 
JACKSON, Linwood L., Gen Del., Raleigh. 
MORGAN, Grady C., R.F.D, 1, Swannanoa. 


BOYD, George H., 1016 Cedar St., Roa- 
noke Rapids. 


SNYDER, Robert R., Whittier. 
INERT,  NwAtiiic, Nae, Ris. 15, Weleye (2 


Hendersonville. 
MONETTE, Joseph F., Pollocksville. 
SUTTON, Chick, Gen, Del., Pillsboro. 


NORTH DAKOTA 


HANAWALD, Harold H., Hogen. 
JAGCOBER, Jacob, Jr. Dele Burr. 


OHIO 


MEISTER, Wilton J., 3302 Livingston Ave., 


Lorain. 


KENNEDY, William S., 234 Oakwood Ave., 
Marietta. 


KAY, Edward J., Gen. Del., Toledo. 
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CHRISTIAN, Clarence A., 221 Markison 


Ave., Columbus, 
STRUBLE, Paul V., 3126 Enright St., Toledo. 


HORVATH, Louis N., 11407 Itasca Ave., 
Cleveland. 


VOGLER, Milton F., 935 Selwyn Rd., 


Cleveland Heights. 


WEIS, Daniels S., 101! North Ewing, Lima. 
ESENWEIN, Robert G., R.F.D, 2, Leetonia, 


GEIGER, Harry R., Gen. Del., Tiltonsville. 


LOCKHART, * William. J5 525° 9 Sixtnumeses 


Portsmouth. 


MATCHETT, John R., R.F.D. 3, New Con- 


cord. 

MILLER, Lawrence G., R.F.D. 1, Macks- 
burg. 

RAWSON, Morris J., 321 Hill Ave., 


Steubenville, 


JARZEMBA, Ben (n), 
Cleveland. 


7408 Indiana Ave., 


EVANS, George D., 912 Park Ave., Can- 


ton. 


HAHN, Edward R., 308 12th St., Green- 


ville. 


KALP, William J., 920 Logan St., New 
Philadelphia. 


HECK, Theodore (n), No. 1, St. James 


Court, Cincinnati. 


PALIWODA, Miroslow J., 1216 Auburn 


Ave., Cleveland. 


ELLISON, Phillip C., Gen. Del., Manches- 


ter. 
JOLLEY, James R., Marietta. 


FERGUSON, Gordon (n), 377 Stewart 


Ave., Columbus. 


SCHIRCK, Frances J., Sr., 2609 Gilbert 
Ave., Canton. 


SHEPHERD, Ronald N., 1651%4 Indiana 


Ave., Toledo. 


SIVULA, John R., 537 Sixth St., Fairport 


Harbor, 


HOFFMAN, Jack (n), 848 Parkwood Dr., 
Cleveland. 


HOFF, James E., West Mansfield, 


CHAPIN, Walter R., 1878 Henderson Rd., 
Columbus. 


POOR, Gene H., 346 Cleveland Ave., 
Amherst. 


CROY, James A., 1605 Orange St., Co- 


shocton. 


OKLAHOMA 


COSNEEIT (Carlos “As, 


Tulsa. 


WIS S. 


BATY, Oliver H., 210 B. S.W., Ardmore. 


RAY, John A., 
City. 


1408 Sixth St., Oklahoma 


FiBEEWeCecils t., Gen Dele Francis: 


STEPHENSON, Walter A., 1239 N. Tonshill, 
Oklahoma City. 


JOHNSON, Jack M., 1006 Columbia Ave., 


Lawton. 


CARTER, Clemmons W., 907 Garfield St., 


Lawton. 


FULTON, Charles D., 4117 S. Robb Ave., 
Muskogee. 


ilCKSs vehn DA Ponca “Gity. 
MINNICK, Wallace L., Box 699, Seminole. 
ROPERS boyd sl. 325. Eash Withesi., ilulsa. 


WOLFORD, John M., 90! East Hobson, 
Sapulpa. 


COLUINS Richard L. 115'-N, © St, Yale, 
JACKSON, Raynold R., RFD 1, Red Oak. 
BEETS, B., 327 Colorado Ave., Chickasha. 
KING, Charles L., South Foster, El Reno. 
KITTRELL, James G., Foyil. 

WILLIAMS, Elgie N., Leshouingo, 
BROTHERTON, Raymond E., Gen, Del., 


Fairfax, 
BARNES, Homer (n), Stonewall. 
KAUP, Carl H., 520 S. Grand, Cherokee. 
WACKEIineDalcmOe RED 2 Chickasha: 
WARD, Kay H., Box 1427, Sapulpa. 


McVAY, James A., 400 Marland Dr., Ponca 
City. 


CASEBEER, James D., 250! East 0th St., 


Tulsa. 
GOODMAN, William H., Rt. 4, Stillwater. 
BYERLY, Andrew J., R.F.D. |, Sasakwa, 


GRIFFITH, Theodore, 2325 
Muskogee. 


Manila  St., 


LAYNE, Henry L., 10! West D St., Pincher, 
MILLS, Howard E., Rush Springs. 


OREGON 


JONES, -Charles M., R.F.D. 1, Box 16, 


Nyssa. 


ACO ST ln Geongen: ty 
Portland. 


1750 Terrace Dr., 


Peoria, 


GRIMES, Loraine’ W., 
Portland. 


7227 Odgen St., 


JACOBS, William P., 316 S. Ivey St., Med- 
ford. 


PRIELIPS Clyde Es. 
Klamath Falls. 


Ros, (l, kore. 728 


SCHMER, Harry H., 8840 Lafayette St., 
Portland, 


SCHAADS (1G). 1303 
Astoria. 


Franklin Ave., 


HAUS. Albert P., 2628 S.E. 87th Ave. 
Portland. 


MILLER, Roy A., Box 312, Myrtle Point. 


GENTZ, Clarence E., 3545 N.E, 64th St. 
Portland. 


KLANECKY, Joseph H., Box 481, Salem. 
SCIRUNERRER, Carl dl: 


Salem. 


36125 State “St, 


PENNSYLVANIA 


FIELD, Wesley W., 700 Harmony Ave., 
New Brighton. 


SCOTT, Robert, 3935 Spring Garden St., 
Philadelphia. 


VUINOVICH, Boyd D., Fifth Ave., McKees- 
port. 


GUNTHER, Edward T., 5615 Haverford Ave., 
Philadelphia. 


SCHENFELT, Jacob (n), Jr., 3507 N. Front 
St., Harrisburg. 


PIERGE Robert Av) I8l2 East Sixth St. 


Erie. 


MORTIMER, Charles L., 
Bradford. 


60 Halley Ave., 


BEERS, Stanley L., Falls Creek. 
KEAN, David M., Alexandria. 
HOFFER, Albert J., 


Erie. 


124, Chestnut St., 


GRAHAM, Anthony J., 2931 N. Woodstock 
St., Philadelphia. 


APPLEBY, Theodore V., 5721 Willows Ave., 
Philadelphia. 


CANJAR, Matthew (n), I116 Progress St., 
Pittsburgh. 


LUCAS, Michael (n), R.F.D. 1, Industry. 


EWEN, lleisiete (Cy ARIRID, 2 kore 3175 
Holliaysburgh. 


KRAJCIROVIC, Jerome S., 204 West Water 
St., Lansford. : 


FAUL, Albert F., 
Philadelphia. 


1533 North 27th Sit. 


fa 
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GARONZIK, Harold M., 5I1 Harris Sis 
Harrisburgh. 


GAVIN, Charles P., 152 Chapin St., Johns- 


town. 


HOFFNER, John G., Parkwood Manor Apts., 
Upper Darby. 


FIOLEINGER, Roberts Ha. 623 Roosevelt 
Ave., York. 


CASSELMAN, Frances D., 1918 
Ave., Pittsburgh. 


Lincoln 


DEVLIN, Arthur T., 822 N. Clewell St., 
Bethlehem. 


DIETRICK, Frank F., 829 Richmont Sim 


Scranton. 


SIMPKINS, Robert A., 7630 Dickens Ave., 
Philadelphia. 


BRINDLEY, Arthur R., Box 179, Yardley. 
VALENTINO, Santo L., Box 207, Mocana- 


qua. 


MOLCHAN, Michael (n), 


ster. 


Box 61, Web- 


BURKE, Thomas F., 19 Cottage St, ‘Gar- 
bondale. 


GREENAWAY, John W., 58 Greenlee Rd. 
Pittsburgh. 


HANCOX, John E., 


Franklin. 


84 Prospect Ave., 


MORGAN, Lester J., Acosta, Somerset Co. 
CORVINO, Romeo S., 2123 Liberty St., 
Erie. 


TRZYNA, Stanley T., 906 West Long Ave., 
Du Bois. 


CADZOW, John M., 


View, Jeanette. 


Ror 2, 


Lincoln 


ELDER, William C., 625 Ninth St., Pitcairn. 


MASLANKA, Edward S., 3265 Chatham 
St., Philadelphia. 


MISLAN, Charles P., 
Exter. 


366 Battle Ave., 


GARLOCH, John W., Verona Rd., Verona. 
BEST, Daniel W., 406 Reagan St., Sunburg. 
MULHOLLAND, Edward F., Philadelphia. 
CRAWFORD, Kenneth L., 108 S. Wash- 


ington, Titusville. 


HARTLEY, Gordan L., 838 Brookhurst Ave.., 
Narberth. 


De LARRE, James J., 603 Crawford Ave., 


Barnesboro. 
RIGGLE, Walter R., Warren. 


ROBINSON, George W., 7110 Michigan 
Ave., Pittsburgh. 


WOOMER, Joseph E., R.F.D. 1, Box 191-A, 
Altoona. 


BROWN, George E., 2337 S. Bonsall St., 
Philadelphia. 


McDERMOTT, Regis F., 2236 Vodeli St., 


S. Hills, Pittsburgh. 


RUPP, Marle H., 290 N. Jefferson St., 
Kittanning. 


STRICKO, Steven (n), Rt. 1, Sharpsburg. 


MEINERT, Sylvester W., R.F.D. 8, Box 285, 
Sharpsburg. 


ROYER, Merle F., Brookville. 


RAUSCH, Edward G., 520 Madison Ave.., 
Pittsburgh. 


BONNER, Robert F., R.F.D, |, Waynesboro. 


FORKISH, Max, 614 W. Columbia Ave., 
Philadelphia. 


LUCERO, J. M., R.F.D. |, Industry. 


RHODE ISLAND 


LATOUR, Robert S., 101 


Providence. 


Florence St., 


MAGNAN, Horace E., 47 Dorrence St., 


Hillsgrove. 


MAYNARD, Paul C., 710 Mainstreet, Paw- 
tucket. 


VADENAIS, Norman R., 2!7 Rathbun St., 


Woonsocket. 


O'DONNEL, William F., 75 Orlo Ave., 


Providence. 


SHIPPEE, Clarence E., 50 Sedward Ave., 
Westerly. 


WARD, David G. F., Jr., 1232 Broach St., 


Providence. 


GUBATA, John Gilbert, 81 Alverson Ave., 


Providence. 


PIETRUNTI, Ambrose, 100 Barrows St., Provi- 


dence. 


MELLOR, Robert (n), 9 Hazard St., Wake- 
field. 


PRITCHARD, John R., 86 Bliss Rd., New- 
port. c 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


HEATH, Brown M., 204 E£. Buford St., 


Gaffney. 
HYATT, Bruce (n), Florence. 


COPE, William D., Rt. 3, Box 36, Ben- 


nettsville. 


BELCHER m Harald: * WaeiGeccighth aor. 


Charlestown, 


BIGHAM, Lawrence M., R.F.D. |, Chester. 
LEMASTER, Arthur E., 3 Lawson St., Union. 
JENNESS, Sanders (n), Ridgeland. 

MOORE: Elmer WieRiOabor43 alerting: 


way. 
JONES, Otis B., Hardeeville. 


SULLIVAN, John G., Rt, 5, Box 98, Green- 


ville. 


ESTES, Joel E., 606 Hampton Ave., Green- 


ville. 
MATHIS, Eugene T., Modoc. 


CALDWELL, Robert E., 10 Cleveland St., 
Drayton. 


HAMMOND, Vincent A., R.F.D. 1, Modoc. 
STRANGE, George H., Sr., Wedgefield. 
HOLLAND, Courtney P., Greenville. 
KING, James W., Box 386, Sumter. 
MATHIS, Lee T., Modoc. 


POWEL, David J., 900 Blakely St., West- 


minster. 


SEGARS, Tommie A., 1520 Carolina Ave., 
Hartsville. 


ANTHONY, William D., Pelzer. 


CHAMBERS, 
Charleston. 


Clarence F., 215 Spring, 


TENNESSEE 


HALL Christopher S., 4908 Alabama ING 
Nashville. 


WILKERSON, James L., Jr., 2405 Barton 
Ave., Nashville. 


THOMAS, James L., Jefferson City. 
GREGORY, Ferrel D., Gen. Del., Lafayette. 


KILPATRICK, James S., Gen. Del., Turtle- 


town. 
PUTMAN, Charles H., Gen. Del., Ardmore. 


HAMBY, Clyde, Jr. 4109 12th Ave., 
Chattanooga. 


GOODMAN, Lee M., Jr., 757 Atlantic St., 
Memphis. 


DOUGAN, Coy (n), Lathmere Farm, Niota. 
CLINE, Walter R., Jasper. 
SMITH, Byron W., 1804 Ogle Wood Ave., 


Knoxville. 
PRYOR, Seburn V., Harriman. 
PETTY, David H., 2111 Union Ave., Chat- 


tanooga. 


HAGOOD, Hobart V., Persia. 
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STONE, Arthur B., Hall's Lane, Madison. 


WILKERSON, J. L., 2405 Barton Ave., 
Nashville. 


PROTHRO, Charles E., 209 W,. Chester, 


Jackson. 


HITCHCOCK, Edward, 3121 St. Elmo Ave.., 
Chattanooga. 


CRAWFORD, Sedric E., Hillcrest Rt. 3, 


Kingsport. 
GOODMAN, Luther E., Jr., 757 Atlantic 
St., Memphis. 
TEXAS 
LOPEZ, Felix V., 617 N. Medina, San 
Antonio. 


ALLRED, James L., Silvertown. 


FLAGLER, Samuel E., 31! Glenwood Blvd., 
Tyler. 


HALL, Ulysses, 805 E. 12th St., Big Spring. 
McDONALD, John A., 517 [3th St., Gal- 


veston. 


BUCKNER, Jack N., Velasso Heights, Free- 
port. 


GONZALES, Paul R., Box 124, Alpine. 
WARD, Ralph L., Box 32, Kilgore. 


SELLERS, Robert 
Abilene. 


B., 938 Mulbury St. 


HOPKINS, Millard C., Box 844, Beaumont. 


COMMON, Sys WW S27 Sounin Win Sic, 
Paris. 


GANN, Harold E., 1509 Seegar St., Dallas, 
KOCH, Arno B., Box 1887, Odessa. 


KNOBLES, Willie B., 208 West Main St., 
Goose Creek, 


WIKI AI, 1D), Ya, SS Ie. When Se. 
Goose Creek. 


SHAW, Edward E., 1737 |5th St., Corpus 
Christi. 


SHIVES, Lee V., 510 Wilmington St., San 


Antonio. 


BEDILLION, R. S., 130! Isabella St., Hus- 


ton. 


BARROWS, C.. H., 203 E, First Sta. Alma 


JORDON, A. C., 824 West Nelson St., 


Denison. 


HARRIS, John C., Tulia. 


MALLORY, Dixie S., 755 Euclidane, Beau- 


mont, 


NEUBAUER, Archie B., Box 429, Taylor. 


» 


KNETIG, Edmund H., 2833 Prescott, Cor- 
pus Christi. 


KRAATZ, Henry R., Rt. 1, Box 23, Orange 
Grove. 


LOUNSBURY, Homer N., 202 Barrett PI., 


San Antonio. 


KNITTLE, George W.., 


Houston. 


903 Thorton St., 


WHITE, Marion R., 721 N. Minor St., 


Monahans. 
DOTSON, William, Jr., Box 3, Leonard. 
FOLKER, Jessie J. 
FORTUNE, Clyde N., 1406 Park St., Waco. 
PANGLE, Delmas P., Grand Falls. 
STEPHENS, Euel M., Wichita Falls. 


THOMPSON, Caswell E., 535 S. Travis, 


San Benito, 


COLEMAN, John R., 1703 Hubert St., 
Marshall. 


KILPATRICK, Wright, Box 13, Barnhart. 
CURIK, Charles E., Wheelock. 


BARKER, Deward L., 1203 N. Wilhite St., 
Cleburne. 


KING, James E., Everman Dr., Dallas. 


WALKER, Dick (n), 303 Schely Ave., Here- 
ford. 


BARNETT, Olen E., 509 Pine St., Sweet- 


water. 


BUTTLER, Eli J., 7118 Garden St., Houston. 


DUNCAN, Sam G., 4529 Collinwood, Ft. 
Worth. 


GERDES, Wayne G., Tulia. 


HICKMAN, Leo F., 3802 Higway 9 Cor- 
pus Christi. 


KNIGHTON, J. T., Box 3, Houston. 
LEE, Burl P., Liberty. 

MAYOR, Joel F., Crystal City, 
POWELL, Palmer G., 


Amarillo. 


1502 Hayden St., 


RODGERS, James L., 


Houston. 


2116 Decatur St., 


SHERRILL, Charles E., Rt. 5, Stephenville. 


SIMMONS, John B., 100! Ninth St., Port 
Arthur. 


VAIGHAN, Raymond B., Rt. 2, Box 83-A, 
Arlington. 


COATS, Wilson R., 3625 Shell Rd., Corpus 
Christi. 


SHIPLEY, Sam, R.F.D. 1, Garland. 


BRONMN,, Zavvisitiny lk, RAS IDE 2k titer il74 


Houston. 


WEE, dean 1?5, 
Falls. 


100 Paradise St., Wichita 


HARRIS, Johnie C., Tulia. 
NANNEY, Virgle E., Box 721, Odessa. 


RODE EnvinsRan Reps Dae 2 Victorias 


Siva), lat Je, WSIS INemilt leas - AWes, 


Palestine. 
BOOTH, James P., Alvin. 
SLAY, Jack E., Gen. Del., Arlington. 


BUCHANAN, Arthur E., 2625 High View 
Terr., Ft, Worth. 


SPAW, Tommie L., 
Abilene. 


2049 Belmot Blvd., 


McGUIRE, Sidney E., 227 W. Ninth St., 
Dallas. 


WORCHESIK, Steve M., Box 44, Thrall. 


TEMPLE, Warren P., 5523 Fairbanks, Hous- 
ton. 


SCOTT, Euclid K., Rt. 3, Box 764, Houston. 
GANRROLIL, IMleiviin I, Iie 4% Ike [27 


Killeen.- 


BEDILLION, Russel S., 1301 Isabella St., 
Houston. 
UTAH 


ISAACS, Eugene Il., 
Salt Lake City. 


1755 Harrison Ave., 


VAIN, soln Ro ASO So ines Sin, Preto, 
OSBORNE, Hugh (n), 671 West First St., 


Provo. 


SIMPSON, Marshall, 137 East First St., 
Salt Lake City. 


VERMONT 


HEPBURN, Frank G., Wallingford. 


VIRGINIA 


ARMSTRONG, Samuel F., 405 Washing- 
ton St., Lynchburg. 


ALLEN, Claude C., 112! Halifax St., Pe- 
tersburg. 


UPTON, Robert L., Woodbridge. 


FREDRICK, James W., IO! East 41st St., 
Richmond. 


BLANKENSHIP, Plunket B., 300 W. Oakler 
Ave., Lynchburg. 


ETHRIDGE, Napoleon B., 1333 Chespeake 
Ave., Norfolk. 
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ee 


FERGUSON aoa VV COGmEA Ves 
S.W., Roanoke. 

JACKSON, Percy R., 5113 Salem Ave., 
Richmond. 


KREVONICK, John (n), Central Garage, 
Palls. 


RIGGAN, Roland E., 100 South Fifth Ave., 
Hopewell. 


TURNER, Durward C., Parrish Court, Rt. 
2, Covington. 


SANDERSON, William J., 711 West 32nd 
St., Richmond. 


VENABLE, John A., 
Norfolk. 


4820 Meadow Rad., 


HICKS, Claude E., Rt. |, Box 479, Salem. 


HARVILL, Frank J., 120 Carrol Ave., Pe- 
tersburg,. 


BRYANT, Clarence L., Roseland. 


GRINSTEAD, James H., 
Petersburg. 


747 Halifax S}., 


HILL, Harvey E., Sr. 1523 W. 40th St, 
Norfolk. 


ROBERTSON, William £., 1720 Staunton 


Ave., Roanoke. 


HEATWOLE, Clyde R., 1912 Baldwin St. 
Richmond. 


SAUNDERS, Wade K., Shipman. 


BROWN, Elmer B., 1814 Dale Ave., Roa- 


noke. 


CHAMBLISS, Jesse L., 907 Moran Ave., 
Apt, A-|, Norfolk. 


ARMSTRONG, James M., Petersburg Pike, 
R.F.D. 7, South Richmond. 


POPE, Marshall, 107 Leigh St., Richmond. 


WRIGHT, Frederick J., Gen. Del., Rich- 


mond, 
CROUZET, Rene B., Hot Springs. 


McGINNIS, Kenneth F., Gen. Del., Rappa- 
hannock Academy. 


COPPAGE, Thomas E., Remington. 


HILLMAN, John M., 2805 Jeff. Davis 
Highway, Arlington. 


TORRE, Joseph S., Rt. 1, Box 47, Norton. 
MARTIN, William, Richmond. 

PURSLEY, George W., Clifton Forge. 
MOORE, William D., Jr., Burgess Store. 
HANKY, Paul A., 3300 N. Blvd., Richmond. 


WOOLDRIDGE, Lawson M., Rt, 1, Lynch- 
burg. 


SHOVER, Elbert B., Gen. Del., Troutville. 


PHILPOTT, Letchner A., Rt. 1, Box 326, 
Salem. 


BLUNT, W. A., 3500 Hazelhurst Ave., 
Richmond. 


LEE, R. C., 1009 N. Kentucky, Arlington. 


WASHINGTON 


VIETOR, Warren M., 3719 59th Ave., S.W., 
Seattle. 


MORRISON, Everette R., R.F.D. |, Box 18, 
Long Beach. 


KISSEL, Lester M., 2340 W. Viewmont, 
Seattle. 


GUNNARSON, Eugene L., 1823 Fourth 
Ave., W., Seattle. 


ERP, John W., Western Union, Spokane. 
SCOTT, Roy L., Box 1349, Spokane, 


EON De Everette e+ 0672 see sindiamAves 
Seattle. 


ROSS, John W., 915 Cashmere St., We- 


natchee. 


SLYFIELD, John F., 10203 47th St.,. S:W., 
Seattle. 


McCOTTER, George W., 610 Bannerville 
Sis, Pascoe 


ROBERTS, Victor C., 1315 Ravenna Blvd., 
Seattle. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


McDONOUGH, Louis E., 127 35th St., 
SJE. 


Rin @DESw Cecile ne2408 30th Ste rseee 


DREW, John W., 152! 28th St., N.E. 


MARTINIERE, George L., 1900 H St., N.W. 


ALLISON, Russell W., 309 Whittier St. 


WEST VIRGINIA 
BOARD, William D., Huntington. 


KING, James C., 406 Rogers, Bluefield. 


KELLEY, Sanford C., 910 Central Ave., 


Charleston. 


LOWERY, Robert H., 1056% Market St., 


Parkersburg. 


WENTZ, Lowen H., Gen, Del., Barbours- 


ville. 


PSUR, (Co WY, ZAR IPitineaion Wee, 


Bluefield. 


GRIFFITHS, Frederick V., Box 331, Clen- 


denin. 


MEEKER, R. E., 503% North Wabash St., 


Wheeling. 


GILLISPIE, Ira (mn), 1236 17th St, Hunt- 


ington. 


WEAVER, Robert J., 234 Kanawha Turn- 


pike, Charleston. 


COOK, Dennis C., Oceana. 


SMITH, Richard L., I19 Main Ave., 


Weston. 


MORTON, Clarence W., 192 [4th St., 


Wheeling. 


MONROE, Kenneth L., West Union. 


CEARPIIN = blanlOwssDee227 au EOUnihmmyAV.en 


Charleston. 
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NEWKIRK, Charles D., 137 S Owen St., 
Martinsburg, 


GORDON, David W., R.F.D., Box 213 A., 


Princeton. 


GUMPSTON, Earl J., I108 Fairfax St, 


Fairmont. 


MANIER, Claude C., 101 Price St., King- 


wood, 
NORMAN, Charles D., Jr., Chapmanville. 


MceCLUCKIES John iMe. (22"CGhiunenmesie 
Berkeley. 


JENNINGS, James S., Winding Gulf. 


JUDY, Omer C.., Jr., Franklin. 


HARR, Robert L., R.F.D. 4, Morris Park, 


Fairmont. 


McCOY, Clarence E., 66 Cranberry St., 


Richwood. 
MUSIC, Melvin S., 98 Main St., Wheeling 


PATRICK, Raymond (n), Box 12, Rita. 


WISCONSIN 


DELROW, Edward T., 6197 Mason St., 


Appleton. 
BURBEY, Harold A., Park Falls. 


HOLIMAN, Virgil E., Box 47, Lone Rock. 


NELSON, Lawrence G., 232 Melrose St., 


Black River Falls. 


STRUNZ, Carel M., 1120 N. = BluttwiSas 


Janesville. 


WYOMING 


HOLZ, Clinton L., Riverton. 


Typography, Engravings and Printing by 
ARMY & NAVY PICTORIAL PUBLISHERS 


Army & Navy Publishing Co., Bldg. 
234 Main Street 


Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
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ARMY & NAVY PICTORIAL PUBLISHERS, ARMY & NAVY PUBLISHING CO. RLDG. 


Pa 0, Box 950, Baton Rouge, 4, La. a 
Date 


Mail copies of the 61st NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION \ 
YEARBOOK at the list vrice of *7./50 ver cony (nostege naid) for 
which T enelose (money order) or (check) for * ‘ 


For delivery in the United States only, 
We cann@t accent C. 0. D. orders, 


NAME . 
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(Number) (Streat) Hee) 
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